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June 18, 1968 


ALL rriiTTAniED 

hit:-"' '■'"riED 

Bergenft eid r New Jersey 07621 oiHEKiTisi. 

response to your letter which was received on 
June 14th, the FBI has never made any statements to the effect 
that Martin Lather King was a communist. Information of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because 


of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a con- 
fidential nature. Farther, I cannot furnish you any information 
about Senator FUlbright. 


Sincerely yours, 

ALL wformation ewrftii® 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

^ NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Seifetor Fulbri^Kt 
. is Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Commitfee ax;^ is one of 

^ the leading critics of US policy towards Vietnam. He and his staff have 

_ bad numerous contacts with SoVlM-bioO;. officials and he has been a strong 

- sponsor of the proposed Consulai:>Ti»aty with Russia, In 1954, the 

_ Director noted that the Senator *'puts^ politics above security interests of 
Z the country! Labt outgobig^ (Senator Fulbright 5/29/68 on constituent’s 







Z inquiry. 
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MAIL ROOuLLH 'THLetYPE UjflT IZH 
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'^ear :"r. Hoover, 

Vy neighbor, who is very scti^e in tc".n 


and ccnnty politics, h'S told me that the 

o 

■Dev. Til. hartin I. I'inp was a communitt. 
<^he iisee the as her source ^horlty 

and says she h? e seen this in print, ^ince 
'a relative of here ie in the '^.'^.1. 1 
afraia she mirht hrve been ripht. Is she? 
Has the ever accused Dr. hinr of 

heinr or eyr.ro * hi: in r "’ith. corrv nie t r ond 




ec in • }o5t publica t j cn*" The also 
txr t *^er:att r "v.llhrif It is a co’^rrniit. Js 
‘fhit neTecallirr cr c-ee thir ■ crav: h-ve 
the it v.culd he a serr'- t' inf ih 

our nation if men '.vhc are krov/n ccmTr'unipts 



«tC 26 

Lone 
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/o ^ _ 
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: JUN 1^1368 /V 
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CP”^ 





I I Ifr. Caliahc 
I Mr. Conrac 

I Mr^elt __ 


could hEve fuch etron/r followiOFS and 
be elected to cuch hiph officee* 

Tt would also be a eorry tbinr for a 
noran to be able to go around a enall 
neiphbcrhood beecirchinr the reputatlcna 
cf £uch national fipures..! do npt ask 
ihie for political reasons, only sc 

f! ^ 

that 1 may know the truth and not hrwe to re^^ 
rely on hearsay. jfc 


SmUv} 
Mr. Tavel . 
Mr. Trotter 
Tde. Room 
Miss HoJm''; 
Mus Gsndy 


Cordiflly youre. 
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f-.-l*:F0R:.1ATI0NC'J.i«iU 
HEREIIi IS UMCLASS'.REP . 


-/C Q L 7^'$^ 

et junw,«8 


ftawFORaniwlfo™ 
herein is UNCLASSiflED 

ITEL airmail 
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that on 

2/I9/6& a Mrs, jTJEftBELL^HOIJI^r a^intery lowed with 
several otThers on a panei-t^e program on the topic "America 
Future in 1968". Mrs. HOLMEXescrlbed herself as a former 
FBI un dercover agent who was iNaember of th e Communisl 
Party^or nsr per loeTdr-r^en years . ' I t“is noted "thiTtTlrs . ' 

HOIilE made several appearances In St. Louis crltlclming 
militant civil rights activists. 


b'l't/ 


In view of the above, it Is apparent that no 
FBI agents were actually involved in this matter and no 
further action is being taken. 
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XXMENT 


'>ranaum 


ALL ^FORMATION CC?CTftir»6iJ 2 s. laes ' 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


/ 

r-2A?.sozc - jack A!n)ER£OK column ^ V 

lahtin lutker king 

*.;as:::::gto:c post edition of lay 24 , i968 \ 

By ceLioranduDi of L!ay 27, 1968, the Attorney General ^ 
Lr.diczted that he is deeply troubled by the Drew Pearson - Jack 
.-r-cirscn colunn in "The V/ashington Post" of May 24, 1968, which 
' tzzlt v'ith tbg^ FBI’s electronic surveillance coverage of Dr, ^ 
as requested and approved by former Attorney 

Gsiieral Kennedy. ~}f 

The Attorney General noted that a portion of this column 
r.ust have cone from secret documents, the contents of which were 
l:“o to only a very fev/ people in the office of the Director and 
in tie office of the Attorney General. He stated that the disclosure 
of these facts in the public press evidences a lack of integrity 
in tie Department’s system or in the personnel employed at some 
rclev-nt time in his office and the Director's office. He requests 
advice on any information as to the manner in which these facts 
v.’cre disclosed, or any theory how such data may have been released, 
id no such information is available, he requests that an invest i- • 
elation be undertaken, if the Director deems such an inquiry feasible, 
to determine hew this release occurred. / 0 (i ( "7 O 

Attached is a letter to the Attorney ng a ® 

reply in this matter. The Attorney General is af^^^^Sf^ll8h|g($the F3I^ 
-.as :_ade a thorough analysis of the captioned artiile and has made 
carodul check of our FBI officials who norma llffciAandle o i n j e cts ^ 
’it:- the press. The Attorney General is assured that no officials ^ 
c: this Bureau were responsible in any way in furnishing information 
te l-^vrson which formed the basis for this article. It points out o 
htt the information in question could have originated from a 2 

--.irly wide range of sources in that information regarding our ^ 
electronic surveillance coverage of King received wide dissemination 
-a the Government, including the Attorney General’s Office, the 
dolicitor General’s Office, the White House, the Vice President’s 
Cddice, military intelligence agencies, and the Central Intelligence 

- zi 






BcLoach 

Gale 

Sullivan 


JUN. 14 1:2 


COHTIKUED - OVER' 


»iy0=M7^7T4968a 




. . .oi: -- . -iu::: to II: . Tol so-i 

_'_w.; Pcoroon - Jacl: Aoclsrcoa Colunn 
-.-p.M'Oir.j L’ortin huthcj IZlnz 
..-o-iio^tou Post Edition of Hoy 24, 19SS 

'i.iis letter also notes that such cover as© of King has 
: _ . .-ioucly been alluded to cn a nui-ber of occasions by the press, 
-.aoluc'.iaj a colur.:n by "V/actiastoa Post” \7riter Richard Ear^70od 
C; eti oary 25, 1£3C) , in addition to other press covez*age. 

In connoction with the appearance of the date July 16, 
in captioned article, as the date on which Kennedy first 
-eted the FBI to conduct wiretap coverage of King, the 
..jeoraey General *s attention is drawn to the fact that a nunbsr 
,i i_„ivl duals outside the FBI were faniliar with this reeueet. 

_..c oi those would include Courtney Evans, who received Kennedy's 
lo^-racticaa in this natter, various Departnental officials who 
at that tine aware of Kennedy *s interest in having the FBI 
; _aoltate this coverage of King, the Solicitor General, who was 
L'wccr.tly briefed by the Director concerning our electronic coverage 
of I-iag, and certain current Departaental officials who were 
ocaplateiy briefed by representatives of this Bureau regarding 
::annody*s authorization of electronic surveillance coverage, in 
coaaoction with a discussion of the possible use of a plea of 
ia^aaity in the civil suit in Las Vegas against FBI Agents. 

The Attorney General is told that the FBI will be glad 
to initiate investigation if he so desires. His attention is 
! called to the fact that any investigation of this type would 
* nnnurnlly entail intervievjs with all possible sources froa which 
"he c.ann in question could have originated, including representa- 
tives of his office, the Solicitor General's Office, the White 
hennn, the Central Intelligence Agency, and various other depart- 
ments and agencies. 


Attached for approval is a letter to the Attorney General 
along the lines described above. Attached to the yellow of this 
letter are copies of pertinent documents in support of facts stated 
CO the Attorney General. 
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* ' * > 
^ 1 ,: 


Attorney Geaeral 


r.crorts of Dr. Cir^ aad Uis activities, m ^ 

c.nd InclU'JlBS InXtltratioa snd 
fefl»«iJUirt:it3, XCTQ dis^onlnntcd to autliorlscd 6o*jrccs cm a 
of occ.-isions. fn our lio;:vy ro£^/ 0 :i 3 iuimic» 

iis field of internal crcurlty. It vouXdl be uatUln'cable 
not to '*i-J3ci:inr,to oucl* lafonaatloa. Toor office, the Ibittt 
tbe Vico President •» office, the fcilltary intclllnei-ce 
, s-ziu tho Central Intolligence Agency, have boon the ’ 

iv‘cl*:lc ats of these classified reports. As you can veil 
spvrccir.to, rborc it is neccseary to dlnsccilnate to other 

ta the govemseot, th© rish of leaUs is ever present. 

X an always disohyed when info mat Ion. of the above 
csiurc is given to unautliorlzeo sources. l have also been 
froatly concerned, as you knoe, over the extreme bars shlcli ' 
has toca caused as a result of the disclosure of alcrc;^hoj:c 

la cunerous organlr^ed crisis cases «hi^, uxKm general^ 

ai,*!/or eueclfic attthoriJrstica of tto Attorney Ceceral (and 

later irrstall&tion by this Doroau), vere fully exposed, As veIX 
asj the lo:> pertaining thereto. In Federal court* This has ^ ' 
©ccurrod mm In at least 27 instances* Ky objections to such T- 
pT'oculurcn have been oado knonn to you, tx>th orally by vy 
representatives, and la vritlng. - 

« Coirsidcring the unjustified criticism that has bees 

Xcvclod at the rsi over tho years by Cessrs. Pearson and ^ 

^ anderson, it Is Inccmcctvnblo that any FDX employee haviiig- 
accees to such data would volunteer iaforoatloa of* this 

• to these coluaslsts. I cannot provide this sane gaarastoo ^ 

^ triWi regard to a number of lor&er omployeoo. “• 

1 This Bureau sill, of course, be glad to Inltlato ; 

tm investigation of the clrcu!Kst&nco 2 f surrounding the Pearsem « 
And- rcoa coIusa in question. If you so deelre. Too say bo r i 
arcured once again, hoaevor, that such Inforaation did aot,^4#'-^^ 
originate froa representatives of this Bureau • 1 also 

;L:; to call to your attention thnt any Icvestigntion of this 
redid naturally entail intervioos with all possible 
referred to In this letter, Including representatives of your*^^ 
office, the office of the Solicitor General, the Vblte 8o)|se,^ 

* §lXltd^ iatolligence agencies, and varioos other Departoeite^ 
AUi41lE<Mlciea* 
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Routing Shp, 

»-25-67) 

TO; SAC. 

Albany 
Albuquerque 
Anchoroqe 
A tlanta 
BolUmore 
Birmingham 
Boston 
Bufiato 
Butte 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Denver 


(Copies to Q|^es Checked) 


[ 1 Houston 

r ) Indlanopolls 
[ 1 Jackson 

[~1 Jacksonville 
I 1 Kansas City 
I I Knosvllle 
I 1 Las Vegas 
I I Little Rock 
I } Los Angeles 
1 1 Louisville 

1 I Memphis 
I 1 Miami 
I 1 Milwaukee 
r I Minneapolis 
I I Mobile 
I 1 Newark 
1 I New Haven 
I 1 New Orleans 
I — I New York City 



I I Norfolk 
I 1 Oklahoma City 
I I Omaha 
1 I Phllodelphla 
( I Phoenli 
1 I Pittsburgh 
r I Portland 
I [ Richmond 
I I Sacramento 
rW St. Louis 

Salt Lake City 
I 1 San Antonio 
I I San Diego 
I I San Francisco 
I 1 San Juan 
I I Savannah 
I I Seattle 
1 I Springfield 

June 7. 106B 


I I Tampa 

1 I Woshington Field 
1 I Ouantlco 

TO LECAT; 

1 I Bern 
I I Bonn 
1 I Buenos Aires 

B Hong Kong 
London 
1 I Manila 
( I Mexico, D.F. 

I I Ottawa 
I I Paris 
[ 1 Rome 

B Santo Domingo 
Tokyo 


Date 


midlame; T] 
BESEARCH (< 
BUDED: »01-e8 


ALL ^FORMATION C0NTA1N£U 
HEREIN KONCIASSIFED 

LA - ii-tt g Y ^ 

~ DENCT Ami T O TO tS) 


Retention For appropriate 

I I For Information | | optional SI action r i Surep, by 

(~| The enclosed Is for your information. If used In a future report, | | conceal 
all sources, 1 I paraphrase contents. 

I 1 Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 

doled 


lUBualrtel S>S0-e8 aad El Peso strtel 
S-17A8. Bn records do oot ladlcste resnlts 
lovsstigatloo regnested la El Paso alrtel 
have rsa ch sd Bursaa. B aot alrssdy snbaU- 
tad, handle immadlaltly bj ratum alrtaL 
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Follow-up made for 4V32 



Enc . 

Bufile 

Urflle 








.EP 94-^355 


C 


D 



professicnal baseball player in St. Louis, Missouri, 
and that individual is reported to have seen a TV panel 
discussion concerning MARTIN LUTIIER KING on which two 
of the participants were FBI Agents. 

said he assumes that the TV program ^ 

originated in St. Louis, Miss our his understanding Li' 

is that the player told about — »T»r'ort*nTn ^ 

n turn repeated to his, 

nrter, and sl^e in turn told him about it? 

_^said as he recalled, the TV 
program vas televised about the time of the march by 
the garbage strikers in Memphis, Tennessee^, which was 
led by MAKTIl^LUgi^yj^G a couple of weeks before he 
was Idlled. said according to the story 

he heard, tli^tw^TBiAgents on the panel discu'jsion 
stated that Kn;G is a Communist, and they could prove 
it. He said some of the other panelists on the proerrarr. 
apparently took exception to their rop.ark. 2 , and called 
then: liars. 


b7(<^) 


identity c: 

baseball player in St. 
could Ic obtained fromJ 


ST. LOUIS 


PhaiJ he dees not knovf the 
brother who a professional 

^sorri, but that Infcrmat joa 
it Stec:;?, Missouri, 

LEADS 


UtC'^ 


AT STEELE, MISSOURI ; 

Determine ^vom ^Hp||P|||||||l||||^ the identity 
of his brother, who is a profess ioaal baseball player 
in St. Louis, Missouri, and sot forth lead to have’ h.n 
interviewed concerning this matter. 




AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOUR I; 

Check TV programs originating in St. Louis 
during the approximate period of the march of the garbage 
workers in Memphis, Tennessee, which was led by MARTIN 
LUTHER KING shortly before his death, and determine if 
such a panel discussion, as mentioned above, took place. 


El Paso ind Icf-o tire ntga 1 ive re capt ioned 
individual. 
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June 13, 1968 


Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal ftareau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 20535 



Mt 

Ml. Dol/ach, 
Mr. 

Mr.f 

Mr. i 

Hr. G«)Ib1miii. 
Mr. ConrML- 

Mr. Fdt ^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Suilfvan^ft. 


^ f Mr. Suilfvan-CM, 

C j. Mr. Tvr^ 

•^1 , ^Mr. Trvtter 


TrwtUr.. 

Tele. Room 

Him Hntft MiA ^ j 

Miu Gaodr^ 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 


T' 


I am in receipt of your letter of June 4, 1968.^ 

/ < .V 

Thank you very nuch for your cooperation ih tWs 
matter concerping our inquiry about the Rev, Dr, 
Martin Luther King, Jr* * 



Best wishes to you and your entire staff of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 





REC 11 


fO O '/O ^ 


June 11, 1968 




^TO^ee, Wisconsin 53209 




y 


Your letter of June 4th has been received. In response 
to yoiu* inquiry concerning communist activities or affiliations of 
MarUn Luther King, information of this nature, whether substantiated 
or hot, cannot be released because of a Department of Justice order 
regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I regret I cannot be of 


assistance In this instance. 


Sincerely yours, 
JL Sdgar Hoover 


IM, TFT 

HFT.F"* 

Excr: 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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TRUE CX)PY 


Milwaukee, Wis. 
53209 

June 4, 1968 


Dear Sirs 


I w^d like to ask a few questions about the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King. 

1 - Did he have any communists affiliations. 

2 - How many of his aides if any were commies. 

3 - Also how many of these Negro organizations are 

just Communist fronts. 

4 - What is the degree of commimist infiltration into 

the church. 

I hope you will answer these questions or send me 
some information which will help me. 

Yours Truly, 




^ - 6 ^ 
. , r- ii-' 




A' L ItiFORi.iAVivii OO.iTAlNtD 
HERElKISUilCLASSireD 
by 

RECli 






/r ■ ■ A i-r '/ o 


^ JO V 13 IS. 




i 
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L:€f , 

Ji-^i c W, 


■)r'T - 
l^c 

'j- -'!-(, / 

/' rl 
e • ' 


^ir y 

J CJ Cro/^^ C> y ^ ^ 

(jf o ^ /^7e 

Pr Ic^r^er^ 

/, D/J /je ^ny Cof^7*’^'*L?n- 

ists i^ 9 - 

0 ~ //'q'-^ ^ ll^S (Xi 

if Ci-'^/ i^ere. co^^/^r/^r. 

'I,. ^■ylA^^Y u f- 

■ •t''\'- £)r^<in.^*7^6„s Are jusT" 

■'ff'- Cc^^c^.iisf fron'Ts, 

i* ' <T/»WHW<t. 

■' 607 . ^ M oA .--.. 7 - 

J i'Up-e. you uJtll o-HCAt/et' 

tkt^€ ^oestA.if or ser^^' e 

i'lelp M€ ^ Vti^ .'i' ! ' '■' 



June 10, 1966 



fEC-38 


jcC - (j L/C? id ^ ^ 



Tour letter of June 4th« with enclosed article, has 


been received and I am grateful for your kind remarks regarding 
my administration of this Bureau. It was thoughtful of you to fur- 
nish me your views concerning the matters you mentionad.^ 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovef 


ALL lO.; CCUAINED 

HEREi: :Ti:_ ;:s:.-l£D 

DATE5 J'±I . I'-' 

C.dT|. 

NOTE: Bufiles indicate in February, 1959, correspondent was 
included on a list of individuals contacted a representative of 
the Emergency CivU Liberties Committee, a group cited as being 
a communist front by HCUA in 1959. The enclosed article Is the 
Allen-Scott Report which ai^eared in the Portland, Maine, *^Press 
Herald^’ on 6-1-68. 

i- 1 1 


: .4y 


COMMFBI 


91968 

MAIL ROOM L_J TELETYPE UNIT CH 






/\ 


hKS-) 


The Honorable J . Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20535 


Sir: 




' i 
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Washington, D. C. 
June 4, 1968 


Mr. ( :..5 

Mr. O.nrc i 
Mr, Felt 
(i, 

'r. 

su.i 

Mr. Tavd.. 
Mr. Tr -r.ir 
Tele. lifwim 
M:;» H, 

Miss Candy 


Having read the enclosed Allen-Scott report with much interest, I wish now 
that I had written you back when the urge was even greater than now, but 
I have a "law of my own" about not acting when there is a risk that emotion 
might override good judgment. Whatever the crisis, however, there is the 
solace of trust in your capabilities, which is certainly of no small account, 
and I must add that again time has proven this trust to be a worthy one. 

I was appalled at the reaction of our brain-washed public and how good a 
job the news media did convincing millions that King was some sort of 
"supreme being." From the time he was slain, each newscast cried louder 
than the last for collective action but there was no collective action. 
Finally, I heard the Pope of Rome had compared King with our Saviour! It 
was like no one knew how to arrest the development of the situation or they 
did not want to. I had thought I was familiar with the way distasteful 
reality could be represented by the human mind, but whatever the influences 
and however malignant, I could not reconcile them being sufficient for such 
blindness in the general intelligence of our race towards the obvious ele- 
ments of the situation. It certainly was obvious enough to me that here 
was a man being praised who was literally trying to wreck our country. 

It still defeats me. But how refreshing to long last read an article such 
as this. 

I believe King was an advocate of pure Communism and had every trait of a 
Communist, who would defy the law, lie, steal, burn, kill, and even destroy 
himself to achieve the aims of the Communist Party. I remembered you had 
once told the people that he was a notorious liar and I knew you must have 
had good reason for such a statement. But the people had forgotten that. 
|yet, everyone knows you have always been acclaimed one of the finest men 
in this country and have performed your very responsible job in a most 
|magnificent manner. 

I am sorry if I embarrass you and sound "carried away." You will know, 
though, that 1 am considered one of the "biased few" and hence unable to 
communicate with anyone where I work or where I live who shares my views; 
if, indeed, this is any excuse for looking to you to hear me out. 


1 


^ ir-i' 




you to hear me out. s ! i 

jo 0 ' fOU (o^O 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
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June 4, 1968 


To proceed with the real purpose for this letter^ and in all fairness I 
must add that I cannot base what I say on anything tangible^ but have a 
strong hunch that King and a few Communists (and possibly a third party) 
agreed to do away with Martin Luther in order to help "the cause." I feel 
sure the Reverend -- in the role of a Communist -- would be willing. I 
think his ominous mention of "If I should die" was an unintended product 
of a sick conscience aware that death was imminent. I am inclined to 
believe that he may have deliberately bent over on the balcony in order 
that the assassin might take good aim and do a clean job. You will recall 
that Abernathy said at the time that had King not bent over as he did he 
would not have been in the path of the bullet. 

Should these figments of my imagination not warrant any merit, forgive me, 
but this is a theory I have had from the beginning and, upon learning that 
letters along this line of thought are being received at your office, I 
have been encouraged to put ray thoughts on paper to you, I myself admit 
it is rather farfetched but, at the same time, and to quote from the Fore- 
word in your famous Masters of Deceit, I ask myself, "Can it be possible?" 
I am also reminded of another quotation, by Daniel Webster, and one I am 
sure you have heard: "There is nothing so powerful as truth — and often 

nothing so strange." 

Since I may never have the occasion to write you again, in closing, may 
I express my sincere gratitude, as one American citizen, for a better life 
because of your genius; I am thankful for having lived in the same era 
with you and in the same land. 

Most respectfully yours. 


Enclosure 
[Clipping from the 
Portland Press Herald] 





The Allen-Scott Report 
^ - F/* * C I ^ 

i\sngs Speech 
Is StL'died For Clues 





WASHINGTON — The Federal Bureau 
o? Invest isallon '6 massive probe of the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King 
is taking a possibly sensational turn. 

With James Earl Ray. the suspected 
assassin, apparently either outside the 
U.S. or now dead. 

FBI agents have ' 

Increased their 
surveillance of sev. 

« r a 1 American 
Communists known 
to have been close- : 
ly associated with 
King, including one ' 
who wrote speech- 
es for him in the 



past. I 

This new devel- / » | 

opment was trig- \ x J.* / \ \ 

. gcred by evidence L .. . 

gathered by the more than 1.000 agents I 
who have worked on the mysterious King 
shooting and by several "tips” and let- 
ters sent to the FBI. 

One of the most interesting of these 
^*tlps" came from an alert TV viewer 
and concerns the now famous "Mountain 
Top" speech Kmg made on April 3, the 
night before his slaying, showing a pre- 
monition of his impending death. 

"If the speech was truly made in 
Memphis on April 3 as reported," the 
letter pointed out, "then how can one 
account for King stating his age as 36 
(In.sicad of 39) and why docs he speak 
of dcmon.stratlng in Alabama twice dur- 
ing the .«;pccch7’' 

Alter cheeking out the time and loca- 
tion of King’s final speech, several of the 
crack FBI agents assigned to the case 
decided to begin seeking answers to a 
number of their own auctions. Includ- 
ing: 

"If King had personally wTltten that 
speech, why w'ould he make mistakes 
like those contained in It — especially 
the one involving his age?” 

“If the speech was written by some- 
one other than King, who was the author . 
and when was It written?" | 


THE ANSWERS TO these Questions are 
considered highly important to the inves- 
tigation. since. If another persod w*as con- 
cerned in the preparation of that speech, 
the w'riter might be able to shed new 
light on It — especially those mistakes. 

Also. If King had received help with 
the speech, the passages dealing with the 
civil rights leader's premonition of death 
would probably have been fully dis- 
cussed. King's request to the Detroit po- 
lice d yartmc Dt for protection when he 


visited that city a few weeks before hli 
death indicated be feared for his Ufa 
then. 

Inlormatlon gathered by the FBI on 
King, prior to bis assassination, showed 
that a secret member of the Communist 
Party's executive committee was one' of 
Kmg’s closest advisers and speech wri- 
ters. 

This ghost wTlter for King prepared 
many of his most famous speeches, ac- 
cording to testimony given by FBI Di- ' 
rector J. Edgar Hoover during a closed 
door meeting of a Bouse Appropriations 
subcommittee. 

Since Ray during bis trips prior to 
King’s assassination visited the same 
city in which this ghost writer lives, the 
FBI is now investigating to determine If 
tlie two met covertly. 

Recent evidence gathered by FBI 
agents in one of the most massive probes 
in the nation’s history has forced serious 
iD'.’estigation of these possibilities: 

That somebody close to King or within 
his own organization tipped off his as- 
sassin as to the civil rights leader's rou- 
tine on the day of his slaying. 

That Ray was hired directly by cer- • 
tain black nationalists who paid him w’ith 
money made available by foreign 
sources. 

That an inteimational Communist "as- 
sassin squad’' was Involved In the slay- 
ing. 

BECArSE OF RAV’S mysterious trips 
to Mexico find Canada shortly before the 
assassination, the entire U.S. InicliiRcnce 
operation, ranging from the Central In- 
telligence Agency to the Defense Inlelli- 
.gence Agency, has been pressed Into the 
hunt for King’s killer. 

One CIA report Indicates that Ray, 
who is linked to the murder weapon by 
fingei-prints and ballistic data, may have 
visited Cuba during bis Mexican trip, ac- 
cording to Information furnished by » 
Mexican airline official. 

The FBI assumption is that, if there 
was a conspiracy to kill King, those In- 
! volved made arrangements to spirit their 
hired killer out of the U.S. to Cuba vU 
I either Mexico or Canada. 

Probably the greatest Irony of the 
probe of King’s assassination is that FBI 
I Director J. Edgar Hoover, one of the 
civil rights leader's severest critics when 
he was alive, is doing everjrthlng In his 
power to solve the case. 

On the other hand, King’s closest aides 
In the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference are showing little or no ia- 
terest In whether the killer ^ 

^ 0 ^ - 1 '^ •/ & ^ 0 ‘ 
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Poriland, Me., Prea Herald. Saturday, June I, 1968 


The AG then told me that 
column which appeared in the ’^/ashington Post" this morning. Ke asked me ^ 
ix I knew the ’Washington Post" had deliberately cut out references to King 
being dominated by the communists and engaging in sex orgies. X told him 
I v/as not aware of this fact, that I did not talk to the "Post, " consequently, ^ 

I did not know who had edited the Pearson column if, in fact, any editing 
was done. The AG stated that he did not believe the President had leaked 
this information. He then asked me if I thought the President had done this. 

V told him I did not know inasmuch as numerous sources had possession of 
Che information which had appeared in Pearsor/s column, however, 
admittedly a great deal of the column was distorted and had mistaken facts in it. 






he was disturbed over Drew ?earson*s • 


^ I also mentioned that we did not condone Pearson*s article 
in tne least inasmuch as such an article could only serve to dry up our 
sources. I stated that despite this fact, however, the AG obviously knows 
that Bobby Kennedy was perhaps the only AG whose rame has appeared in 
uevvspapers regarding electronic devices. I stated this was Kennedy's own ^ 
luu^t inasmuch as he first raised the issue on a nationwide television C ^ 
program by attempting to lie out of a question and, at the same time, putting 
tne F3< squarely in the middle. The AG quickly responded that Kennedy K 
obviously had attempted to lie out of the King matter inasmuch as he, the d 
AG, had checked the record this morning and had ascertained that Kennedy n 
not only approved wiretaps in secxirity and criminal cases but obviously g 
approved microphone coverage that was placed on Hof fa’s attorney. 5 
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June 10, 1968 



Tour letter of June 3rd, with enclosure, has been 

received. 




_ b response to jroor Inquiry M to whether or not 

Martin Xjuther Sng was a communist. Information of this nature, 
whedier substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. For the same reason, I cannot comment on your other 
question. 

Sincerely yours, ^ 

J. Edgar uoovei' 


MAILED. Z 

JUN10t968 

COMMFll 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record ideditlfiable with^ correspondent. 
Stamped sMf addressed envelope being utilized in reply. 


•CC-DSiJ 

k a 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERFJ*' I'ir.- \OR7ltO 7 





Pine Bluff, Arkansas 
3 June 1968 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Chief, F.B.I. 

Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

d I have read in several different papers that the late 
Martin Luther King was a Communist; also that he was either head of, 

Or mixed up in, a wide spread car theft ring in this country. 

Will you please tell me whether or not he was listed 
as a communist with your department, and whether or not he was engaged 
in any way with a car theft ring. 

Thank you for an early reply. Addressed and stamped 
envelope enclosed for your convenience. 



Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

The Director 
N. P. Callahan 


Tt: 6 ) • 


SlBJECi The Congressional Record 


I 


Pa^^9^ E4884-k4HS. Coa£rMtMa Saydtr, (R) Ktatsek^. 
p4ct<l iB R*e«rd a taUtiad So ru.i a >i«od. Tkta autaiMnt 

U baiat tfiatritH.ta<i by tha iratbara at Ua Oiatory, laxlai.'taa, Kaataeky. ^ 
T&ia ttocMmoui atataa bba Tia avar saa acala ao tvii a ITootf ar Sypozm, 
asibat iBvaieUUta taadhaa :alnavaabtattia laatvaa&a? Aataaaavataa ^ 
Miada iuaarai pyraa aoc al parta at a hoadrad ettiaa, a eravaa clar^y datUahy 
raapoadad te ilia lataat rwbrlca bandad dava lro&> Tfea Cmat Birdcaat. C. , 

' ' • Tba;, cavad iiia a gi*aat Chrlatiaa, ha vlw daaiad Ua birUtUy ai 
Cariai and Su Vira la Birth They cauad Uk a juaa at hoaaur, ha woa 
Ut J. UiiMT Baorar daacrlbad aa taa awat aotariaaa liar ia Ua eauatry. ' 

- ' 1 ahali alvaya raaaaaUar tha saapaaiiab a bypacriay vlU vbich hath ' 

pauticiaa aad priaat hara hatrayad thalr eatuary thaaa iaat daya ia thia ^ 

oouioUmt .and el tba Iraa, aai&atii&a bai&a al Ua braca 
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In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
,Pecord for Cp - <-/ - was reviewed and pertinent items were 

[^cfjl^.fpr the Dire^ftr'/Attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
poruihy fi. Driginal memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 

in appropriate EureoW-case or subject matter files. 
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Your letter of June 2nd, with encloeure 
has been received and I appreciate the interest which 
prompted you to write and furnish me your comments 
on the matters you mentioned. I also want to &ank you 
for your kind remarks regarding my work. 


With respect to your inquiry concerning 
Martin Luther King, information in our files cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order relat- 
ing to all matters of a confidential nature. ^ 


|A^L£QZ 

JUN 10 196$ 

fewMFBt 


ours, 

[oovef 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
, ^er enclosure is a newspaper clipping with respect to Drew 
Mtearson's column wherein he indicated that Robert Kennedy 
ordered King^s telephone tapped. 


ToiMn _ 
D.Loach 
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COPY 


Los Angeles, California 
June 2, 1968 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


ALLIMFORMATiOMCOIlTAlNED 
HEP'’'' V • "^:rlE0 


I clipped this article from the Los Angeles Times. 


I among many Americans have wondered why some one j 
didn't come out with the truth about Dr. King. We are neither bigots ( 
nor racist. We do pay taxes and respect the flag of our government. 

We do not feel this man deserved the lowering of our flag to him, which 
our boys are dying in Vietnam for the same cause that he was permitted 
to destroy this country with. 


I think if you will check in a magazine called "National 
Review", a weekly publication, and during the week of Dr. Kings assass- 
ination, you will find a picture of Dr. King & the article quotes him of 
bragging about his friendship with Dr. Du Bois, well known communist. 

We were reading this article the day our flag was ordered 
lowered for him. We felt very indignant over this. 


If you will check on a Florida State Legislative report, 

1965 in I believe in the month of May, prior to our Watts' riot here, you 
will find he was not the "peace maker" the politicians are trying to push. 

He was also one of the signers on a telegram sent to President Johnson 

to halt the Belgium Congo airlift. Consequently some of the nuns lost 

their Uves. 7^ 3 4/ f'p 

* ^ ^ Jb'V 13 ^ ^ 

I do not believe he left this world with clean hands. Our 

ccwntry has been turned into shambles, our Nation's Ca p t tol n 

camp", all riding on his name. I am not talking about Dr. King the Negro, 
but Dr. King the person he was, the real person he didn't fool everyone 
with. He preached one way and practiced another. This is not just my 
opinion alone. I am just as much in favor of equal rights for all Ameri- 
can citizens, but I think it is a right we should a ll earn a nd not be demanded. 

We all owe something to this God given country. "TEiow a lot of wonderful 
colored people, and the^don't go along with violence and 




As far as you campaigning against the memory of Dr. 
King, believe me, It is my opinion he didnH leave a very good one to 
be destroyed. 


I am not voting for McCarthy either, because he said 
he would replace you. I think that is poor thanks for a man so dedicated 
to his country as you have been in your service to this one. 

I say "thank you" and to all the men in service that offer 
protection to our country. 

From your number one fan, 


/s/ 


Sincerely, 





lOS Angeles 4, Calif 
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approval of dr. king wireta p alleged 


PPnVALQI- UK. TTiixw.r,. — 

Charges by Drew Pearson Embroil Kennedy 

/ . , « 20 of this ye«r* quoted a 

•! will oroduce convincing infonnant* in conned 


BY CABL GREENBERG 


on 


Feb. 20 of Oibi y*»r qno^ ■ 

•confldenttol tafonnTOt *“ comio» 

uV^th Dr. King-. 

quotaunce Wltb a penwi In 

^r*»nother column, writto te 

ir- 

Tne column alao aUtcd 

^ MM firiL cV* 


•I will produce convincing 
evidence in due Ume,* laid Peawn. 

A member of Hoov^ eWf M^jn 
Washington U“‘ «r'™k. 
have no comment to rnaae 
Mankicwlcz' gtatemcnt"' 

This ia the gcquence of eXfp“- 
Pearson, in a column «nt^ 

. .. A.t 1.-0 IM/lnV MUl Ker 


Sen. Robert F. Kennedy's cam- 
paign for the Democratic presldenU- 
al nomination is embroiled In char- 
ges by columnist Drew Pearron that 
Kennedy had ordered the late Dr. 

Martin ^Uther King's telephone 

tapped. 

Pearson’s accusation was not an- 

iweied dlrecUy Igr Kennedy ujmn 
bis arrival here Tu^ay. 
press secretary, Frank ^'■nkiewic^ 

Lued ' a ftatement aajrtnn that 
Kennedy had authorteed 
1 by the FBI only in certain 
'i security" cases. 

' Manklewicz also 
' Pearson was being uwsu «/ «• 

; EMgar Hoover. FBI dlrMtor, in wlut 

. he cUimed was Hoovers conHm^ 

"campaign" against the ^mory ^ 

j '^'iin'^'Xahington. 

] porter of Vice SSSrid thereafter Klnrt ^hone 

phrey's candidacy for the Dem «nnv#rsationa were mc®ii®*^‘ 

tic nominaUon, said he ^ Pearson's column also sUted 

described as a memo bearing Kc^ the^^iubmltted regular «porta 

dy's signature, but on Dr King's activWea untlUie wm 

it specifically autboriaed Upping Dr. ^ ^^ted 

King*a^cpl“>“*- 

, ^ t A n / 
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Felt 

Golf 
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A letter dated June 3, 1968, with enclosure, lias been 
gom captioned individual who is not identifiable in Bullies » 
expresses great concern over the current racial situation, 
tie Deileves the middle -income -bracket taxpayer is being black-, 
mailed by Negroes. In her opinion, elected officials including Mayors 
and the Governors, are not doing their jobs properly and are 'Vellow - 
bellied. *’ She says they not only do not know how to intelligently c^^e 
with riots, burnings and lootings, but they just hate to have other 
cities and states read and hear of such things in their areas. She names 
Mayor Lindsay as the most flagrant example of this situation and calls 
him a **niggeMover/^he expresses dissent toward the President’s 
riot paneUfU^P^I^^would like Mr. Hoo^r to take time to advise 
the public ^^^frut^bout M artin L uthpr^j^ng^ In her opinion he 
entered into the plot to assas?lna{^ ihimself. She states he was just 
such an egoist to do such a thing. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Since no use^l^purpose would be served in doing so, it 
is recommended her letter/oe acknowledged. 




1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosuri 
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JW York, N. y,, 
10028 


June 5 » 1966 


ICNCQIITAINED 


Mr, Edrcr J. Hoover, 

% Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, C, 


My dear Mr. Hoovari 


ALL INFORMAl 
HEREIN IS UMCLASSiFlEO 
DATE //-fy R Y y j ^ 

o 


/ 




V 


1 




At the outset, Mr* Hoover, I went you to know that I am not a eraekpot 
nor a "letter writer." Ifhat I am, ie a one hundred percent American, 
and what ia going on to-day in this country, is imbelieveable. 

Personally, I don't have to worry, per se, because I am selling my 
co-operative apartment, and have already sodd every coemon stock 1 
own, and every mutual fund, and am buying nothing now, but tax free 
Municipal Bonds, but unfortunately, every individual in this country 
can't do the same thing, and where ^ am a middle income bracket person, 

I Was fortunate in my family helping me over a period of years, and 
have worked myself for about 55 years, but from what I have been see- 
ing over a period of the last few years, the middle-income bracket 
people - high or low - are the ones who are taking it on the chin 
from the blackmail, the certain group of coloreds are imtlmidating 
our elected and appointed officials with, and they, in turn, are for- 
cing this blackmail on the predominating taxpayer to-day - THE MIDDLE- 
mCCME BRACKET TAXPAYER, to a point, where if the taxes that have been 
ere are still continuing to be levied on this group, there will be in 
this country, Cod forbid, a two-eaete population - the low income bracket 
group who pay little or NOTHINQ to the government - IN PACT, FCR THE MCST 
^PART ARE WELFARE FREE-LQADEBS , and the WEALTHY, and need I tell you, Mr. 
^Hoover, that the Rockefellers, the Kennedys, dtc., etc., etc., are not 
the ones who pay the freight in this country. When it ccmes to Inccmo 
Tax Payday, they. have a retinue of accountants and tax experts, that 
know each and every "loop-hole", eo called, that will get them off the 
limb. That's why these wealthy politicians never go into industry - for 
the reason that industry, too, have a "retinue of accounts and tax ex- 
perts", that are there for the purpose of going over their ex:^enditures, 
and that sure would prove fatal to the wealthy politician to-day. 

This blackmail which is being forced on the slewed a^ ippo^lnte^ 
dale, is passed on to the taxpayer for two reasons, bo^h of which, I 
know you are aware of. Ihimber one, most of the Mayors and Governors of 
the cities and states in this coxmtry, are yellcw-bellied - because 
they not only don't know how to intelligently take Care of ihese riots, 
burnings and lootings, but they just HA IS TC HAVE CTHER CITIES AND STATES 
READ OR HEAR OP SUCH 0CKSI8TENT HIOTB, SUOJ AS CUR MAYOR L ^P SAY WHC IS 
THE MCST FLA(/RA1^T EXAJIPLE CP THE SITUATICN. And number two, moat of" **‘**®*^ 
these politicians would just as soon sell their mothers dc^ the river 
for ONE VOTE, and you and I know this to be true, Mr. Hoover.'^ Whdn l 
was younger, we had STATESMBK, for the most part, from municipal i ties to 

the Federol Government, but to-day, the feeling is, to JUST FORGET YClflR 

OOHSTITUENTS AFTER YCUR ELECTED , and turn to the group or groups who will 
AH) TO YCUH VOTES WHIN NEXT COMING UP FOR ELBOTICH. 



bXCj 
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The Dost flagrant <“xainple of that (and I'm sure yor agree with me, Mr. 

Hooever, because i one in the world knows more abv ’ questioning people in 
illegal, disloyal \ r unlawful situations,) is the f^resident's Riot Panel. I 
know that when President Johnson appointed this group (and I’m sure he did so 
with unb'ias), he felt he was doing this act, for the purpose of getting a REALLY 
TRUE INLIOATICN OF THE COLORED SITUATION. I »m also sure, Mr. Hoover that you, 
knowing the ways of the lawless, was as much taken aback as any decent white 
person in this entire country. To begin with, take a look at the p«nel - Mr. 
i Lindsay, who is an established "nigger lover* ONLY BECAUSE HE IS LOCKING FOR 
additional lOfo IN VOTES WHICH HE KNWS HE IS QCING TO LOOSE FAR, FAR MORE 
IN THE WHITE AREAS, AND HE HAS BEEN AGAINST THE PCLICE FORCE E VER SINCE THEY, 

500 VOTED AGAINST HIM BECAUSE OF THE CIVILIAN POLICE REVIEW BOARD HE TRIED 80 
HARD TO FCRCE DOWN EVERTCNE‘8 THRECAT, AND HE NOTED HIS SLIGHT MAJORITY IN HIS 
ELECTION, THAT HE WOULD DO ANYTHING TO REPA^LBOIEJCHK PCUCE FCRCE AND THE • 

WHITE VOTERS IN THIS NEW Y(WWfT7 OTENCS^ A LETTER 1 RECEIVE FROM HIS 
DEPUTY MAYOR, MR. PRICE , IN ANSWER TO MY MANY LETTERS ASKING FOR THE RETURN 
OF THE OHEXa I OCNTRIBUTED TO HIS CAMPAIGN FUND. I NEVER WISHED TO VOTE FOR 
HIM, BUT MY HUSBAND, WHO HAS SINCE PASSED AWAY, TOLD ME I WOULD BE THHOWINO 
MY VOTE AWAY TO VOTE FOR MR. BUCKLEY, SO' AT THE LAST MOMENT, I NOT ONLY VOTiD 
FOR HIM, BUT MY HUSBAND GAVE ME IHE MCL^I, THAT I PUT INTO MY CHECKING ACCOUNT 
AND MAILED HIM THE CHECK FOR HIS CAMPAIGN FUND. IHK REPLY FROM MR. PRICE IS 
SELF-EXPLANAIORY. 


I know this is a very long letter about a subject that 1 haven*! started on 
as yet, but I wanted to tell ycu something about my background so that you 
REALLY WOULDN'T THINK I*M A CRACKPOT. Also, please do not think for an instant 
that what my idea is, has anything to do with an article I understand from 
personal and business friends, was in a new paper called, I believe, the 
New York Daily Oolymn, which purported to say that his aeeination was brought 
about by Ccimnunists, and in particular, one who was very close to Martin Luiher 
King - and, in fact, wrote his speeches, and were the ones who employed James 
Earl Ray to assinate King, and after, spirited him out of this country, or 
probably killed him already. However, that is not whi^t a group of white 
peo le here in this country, believe to be true. I received a letter re- 
cently, which asked me to destroy it after I read It (and I did, but why 
I would never know because there was nothing in the letter that was detri- 
mental to whoever wrote it, nor was it signed. I understand a *u»ber of people 
have either received the same letter, or have heard about its contents, and 
I felt I should write you because I feel this is a much truer story than the 
one 1 understand was in the New York Daily dolumn. Everyone who has heard of 
the situation that may have occured, or read the article In the New York Daily 
Column, feel both are EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO EVERYONE IN THIS COUNTRY, TO BRING 
THE TRUTH CUT ABOUT THE ASSASSINATION OF KING, AND TO STOP, ONCE AND FOR ALL, 
THE BUCKMAIL THEY ARE PILING CK THE POLITICIANS IN THIS OCUNTRY, MHO ARE ONLY 
TOO (HAD TO TO TURN THE BUOKMAIL INTO EXORBITANT TAXES TO BE PAID BY THE WHITE 
PEwPLE IN THIS DOUNTRYs This letter is, believe me, the most believeable, tho 
some people would feel otherwise, that a person would engage In a plan that 
would result in their own destruction, but as you must knew, Mr. Hoover, • thdre 
are a terrific amount of nuts in this world, that would DO ANYTHING IN THE 
WORLD, TO GAIN THEIR OBJEClIVS, AND I BELIEVE THAT MARTIN LUTBSR KING WAS 
JUST SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL. TO BEGIN WITH, HE WAS BEING FANTASTICALLY 0RITI0I2ED 
BY A GREAT NUMBER OF BLACK PEOPLE WHO THC JQHT HE WAS "TOO SOFT*, and again 
there are a tremendous amount of people - black and white - who would do just 
about anything to gain their goal, whether it be for the purpose of doing 
Bcsmething for personal reasons, or for the purpose of achieving a financial 
gain, and a great many people believe that everything p oints to just that 
in the case of King. Not, believe me, that I admire him for that or any 
other reason, because I have always felt he was a “mealy mouthed liar" of 
the first order, but he was just that much of an egoist, that he would have 
done ANYTHING TC PROVE TO HIS CRITICS THAT HE KNEW THE ANSWERlUmmMim 



I don’t think for an instajit, nor do a tremendoua e^s-^unt of other people who 
have read the New ’"k Daily Column, that King was one in" by any oomnuniat 

"aide" who may hr written his speeches, but RAT? TiiAII HIS CV;’K PECFLE THEY 

:e:-f hi s;j:e crg. .. .za’iicn as the c::es whc are gci . tc star" 3Ei:::- tried ?cr 

THEIR rL;T TC :TJR:;ER SUCH HCDEfATE LEADE:>S AS RCY VH LHIHS, V::n:iIY YCUITG, E'.C. 
\X DC IXT SAY :HAT II WAS THE IDE HIIQAL CR3AHI2ATICN WHC TRIED TO ASSASSIIJLTE 
THi. AjC 'E LEADIHS, 3U: we DC BELIEWTHR. HOCVER, that WITH THE CCKSEi:: CF 
KiHi , :-;is assassii;ati:n was purportrated, i kiccw it sounds "gcefy", X”d that 
IS v:hy i v;l:t ihtC' such detail arc’jt i-!y backsrcuio) sc that, as ycu read cn, 

Y.u v.HJiDH’: ::-:m i was a "nu:." i khxv; it scunds fa::tas:ic, hut e^/e ythihg 

Ii; THE WHOLE WIDE WCRLD, PCINTS TO JUST THAT - THAT KING E::T£R£D INTC THE 
FLCT TC assassinate HIMSELF BECAUSE !US STATS-lEl^TS WERE SO FAR 
FHCH Ai;YIni::G HE iLU) EVER MADE, THAT V.'E JUSI SlMrLY CANl ~THH« THIS IS TOO ' 
FAR FETCHED. 


There have been loads of poodle in the long, l<mg s-go, who gave their liree 
for an ideal, and even in our own time, their have been any amount of human 
beings such as Budist prlets and nuns, who have set them selves afire, and as 
I recall it, we have had a few such individuals who destroyed themselves here 
in this country because of an ideal. 

I HAVE SUCH TERRIFIC FAITH IN YOU, MR. HOOVER, AND I KNOW MILLIONS AND MILLIONS 
CF other people who have the same FAITH IN YCU, AND IF ANYONE CAN UNEARTH THIS 
TRAGEDY TO THE AMERICAN WHITE PEOPLE (AND IT IS C3NLY THAT 80 THAT THIS BUCK- 
MAIL WBIOH H AS INCREASED A THOUSAND FOLD . ) CAN GO ON AND CW AND CW. IT WAS MORE 
THAN BORNE OUT LAST WEEK, WHEN THE WHITE PEOPLE OF APPAUCHIA AND THE AI-JERICAN 
imiGAHS a:u> the A.‘.iE*IC.c: IxDlAiJS, Cf WHICH THi^ IS REALLY JUST A Hi^FuL 
COMPARED TO THE NEGROES, DECIDED THEY WERE GOING TO LEAVE THE MARCH BECAUSE 
CF THE TREATMENT THEY RECEIVED AT THE HANDS OF THE OF THE "POCR PEOPLES 

MARCH - THE NEGROES. ALL OF A SUDDEN, WE ALL READ ABOUT THE APPIUOHIAN WHITES, 
THE AMERICAN MEXICANS AND THE AMERICAN INDIANS, DESCENDING UPON SOME PUBLIC 
BUILDING IN WASHINGION, AND NATURALLY CAUSING ^TE A BIT OF DESTRUCTION. IF 
WE CAN’T READ BETWEEN THOSE LINES, THEN WE DESERVE TC BE BUCIG'AILED, BUT IT 
WAS EVIDniT THAT ABE?NATH?7 OR ONE OF HIS HENCHMEN, TOLD THIS GROUP THAT THE 
REASON WHY THEY BEING BADLY TREATID WAS BECAUSE THEY (THE COLORED) FELT 
THEY WERETJ'T CCNTBIBUTING TO THE DISCSBER. BECAUSE CF THIS, I HAVE JUST WRITTEN 
TO THE "SAVE THE CHILDREN” ORGANIZATION, WHO ARE ALWAYS ASKHG FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
FCR THEIR CHILDREN WHO HAVEN’T ENOUGH CLOTHING TO GO TO JOT 8OT00L, THAT I HAD 
LEFT, IN MY WILL, THE AMOUNT OF |2,000 AND THE SAME AMOUNT FOR A SOUTH KOREAN 
CHILD’S CRGANIZATIOi^, AND STILL ANOTHER, BUT SINCE I READ ABOUT THEIR RAISING 
I HELL AT THE INSTIGATION OF THESE NIGGERS IN THE POOR PEOPLE’S PARADE, I WAS 
j HAVING MY ATTORNEY, ELIMINATE TH$SE THREE BENEFITS! Of eouree, Mr. Hoover, 

I haven’t done any such thing, but I think eomeone should help to kf.ep these 
good people in the seme attttuie they have always been in, that ie, without 
riotous dsstniction, but that by this time, they should have their reprssenta* 
tires, in all three groups, and they should surely have representatives by this 
time - don’t tell me it’s ONLY THE NEGROES THAT THE CIVIL RIGHTS U¥ IS SUPPCBO) 
TO EMBRACE, SPEAK UP IN THEIR BEHALF . 


It is for this reason, Mr. Hoover, that I take up your very precious time, to 
aek that you give this matter your very wholehearted attention, because I just 
PEEL THAT THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CXROUUTING THIS PRSflSE HAVE MUCH, MORE 
MORE CN THE BALL, THAT THE ONES WHO ARE GOING BY THE ARTICLE IK THE NEW YORK 
DAILY OQLUMN, AND YOU WILL BE DOING YOUR Oa^KTRY, MR. HOOVER, THE GP.EATEST 
SERVICE ANY SERVANT OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, AND WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT, 

TC YOUR OCUNTRY, TO FERRET OUT THIS SITUATION, AND MAKE IT KKOWJ, SO ".HAT 
THEIR BUOKKAIL CF THE WHITE PECPLE IN THIS OCUNTRY, AREN’T, IN CRDEH, NOT 
OtILY BUCKMA'^LED BY THE "LIBERAL MULTI-MILLIONAIRE" PCLITIOIAKS, BUT DCN’T 
FIND THIM3KLVES WITHOUT A DIME IN THEIR PAYCHECK EVERT WEEK. I, FOR ONE, 
WCULD JUST LOVE TO KNOCK THE HELL OUT OF THAT LYING B****»D KING, AND THE 
iSTCRY THAT HE VIRTUALLY DIED A PAUPER. IF ANYONE KNEW JUST WHERE, WHEI< AND 
'what 0RGANI2ATI:N or BANK TO LOCK, THEY WOULD FIND, 

BVERnHLNG OVER TC HIS WIFE. MOST SINGEf^Y, 


► lAJ^URE, raAT^jmURN 


b7i 
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Start Trial '6f "Black PdWav Sckdbr Aic 


Selection of a Jury began to- 
» day in Queens Supreme Court 
^ in the tjial of two men accus^ 
" of plot ling the murder of sev- 
• eral moderate Negro leaders, 
including Roy Wilkins and 
ij Whitney Young. 

5 Accused of conspiracy to com* 
» mit murder, criminal anarchy 
_ and onspira'r'y to commit crimi* 
■ nal anaiv hy are Herman B. Fer* 
j guson, 4G, a suspended assistant 
: school pj jncipal and Arthur 
) Han is, 22. 

' Candidate For Senate 

r Ferguson yesterday was de- 
» signaled as candidate for the 
1 U. S. Senate in New York Stale 
by tite Peace and Freedom 
f Party, which chose Dr. Benja- 


tnln Spock as Its presidential 
nominee. Harris is Ferguson's 
campaign manager. 

Ferguson and Harris were 
among 18 Negi'oes — alleged 
members of the Revohitionary 
Action Movement-Arrested last 
June 21 in the alleged conspir- 
acy. At the time of his arrest, 
Ferguson was an assistant prin- 
cipal at PS 40 in Queens, a post 
from which he w’as suspended. 
Later, he was hired as a paid ad- 
viser to the governing board of 
IS 201, an experimental school 
in Harlwn. 

He lost the IS 201’ Job-ttere 
, after he allegedly urged some 
i 600 persons attending a Malcolm 
' X memorial program In the 
! school last Feb. 21 to arm them- 


, selves for *'self*defensc” against 
whites and to practice using the 
weapons so they’d be ready w'hen 
“hunting season" came. 

Father of Four 

Fer' as i. :aiher of four 
child- d lives i * "'1939 157th 
St., J 4iC4, Q*icf s. Harris’s ‘ 
home address is 122-08 153rd St. 
al«.; io Jamaica. 

When he came to court today, 
Ferguson, free on $10,000 baO, 
said he was “quite serious about 
this candidacy" ior the Senate, 
|He Also said he did not know 
s^lsrther Dr. Spock w-as aware 
he bad been named to run on 
[the tjeket. The famous 

pediatrimn is now on trial in. 

I Boston for ellegedly urging ' 


.young men to resist • 
I* Ferguson's at torn 
Gene Ann Gordon, 
preme Court Justice 1 
delay the start of th. 
cause ahe was challo; 
constitutionality of tl.' 
charge In the fedc:. 
The motion was deni< 


Aait:FGs:Au!;".cp.;l™® 


I^iCLOSURB 
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Tour letter of May 28th has been received and I want 
to thank you for your kind comments concerning my work« 


In response to your Inquiry as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist^ information of this naturSf 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. 



Sincerely yours, ^ 

J. Edgar Hoover :;;:i 

E7C. / 






anama City, Floricla St40l 


Jn.w^- 


"C 


Dr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 


-Mt. TolsoA^i^^ I 
Mr. Dc,','>sck 

Mr. I . •• • .» 

Mr. 1.. 

Mr. r :t , 

M:. . ... 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. TuTTi/ 

Mr. Ti otter 

Tele. Room 

M.«s li ir.ivi 

Miss Gandy 


Dear Dr* Hoover, Jf — 

' MiSS Gandy ^ 

In the section of Florida where I live there has — ^ 1 

been a great deal of adniration of the late Dr* Martin Luther 
King, Jr* The same hind of hatred which tragically took his 
life still exists in our community, not even death has beeny^^'7' 
able to erase that. More and more I hear allegations that 
was a communist* The recent column by Drew Pearson and Jack ^ 
Anderson only brought more attention to the allegation* I do 
not know, but would like very much to have a word from you on 
the matter. Was he listed with the F*B*I. as a communist? To / j ! 
your knowledge were his speeches written by a communist, as 
Drew Pearson alleges? If so, who was the alleged communist { 
speech writer? Does the F*B*I* have records on him to prove 
that he was a communist? I am weary of the accusations, and 
want to hear from your much-respected Bureau on this matter* 

A word from your organization would be greatly appreciated* 

With highest praises for you and the P.B.I*, I am ) 


N 7 ^968 
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June 7t 

34 S\ 
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I have received your letter of June 2nd. with enclosure. 
While I would like to be of assistance to you, Information concerning 
possible communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub- 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Dep^ment of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I 
regret I cannot be of help in this Instance. 


In view of the concern you esqpressed, I am enclosing 
some material relating to communism I trust will be of aid to you. 




ToiMn 

D«Looch - 


Casp< 


Callahan 
Conrod _ 

F.li 

Col. 

Ro «4 


Sullivai 

Tov.l . 

Troti.r 

Tele.j 

Holnv 

Gasdy' 


This Bureau does not have a list for distribution such 
as you requested; however, you may wish to secure a copy of ''Guide 
to Subversive Organisations and Pobllcattons,'' prepared and released 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Jn it are listed 
some of the groups and periodicals idiich have been cited by various 
state and Federal agencies, and a copy of it can be purchased for 
seventy cents from the Snperintendent of Documents, Government 
Printi^ Office, Washingt^, D, C* 20402. Checks or money orders 
should be drawn payable to the Superintendent of Documents, C. O, D. 
orders will not be accepted. 


MAIIEQZ 

JUN 7 1968 


COMM.PBf 


sincerely jpurs. 
la Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (2) 

Director's Testimony 2-16-67 re Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
A Statement on Communism 3-27-67 

NOTE: Bullies contain no record of correspondent. "American Opinion" 
is a John Birch Society publication. 

WMGrmw^(^ ^ /V 




Hon. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau Investigation 
Washington, D?C* 


Dear Sir, 

I have feceived the enclosed card and would like to know if the 
inl'orm^tion on the back of the card is authenic. Also was Dr. Martin 
Luther just a member of the class or was he a Communist taking 

training^ Was he one of the teachers in this school? Or was he plantec 
there to collect information for your office or any other patriotic 
organization? 

I am very much concerned about the future of America. I give talk 
to many organizations in behalf of National defense. In this capacity 
I do not want to give out wrong information. * 

In my research I have found much to make one believe that Dr. 
Luther King was not the peace living person one would have us ^ belie 

Several years ago I had a copy of the report from your office on 
/ UnAmerican Activities. I would appreeiate it if you would xend me a 
I recent copy of this report. 

Looking froward to an early reply, 







L/fii (rj X' 

A!lt^*FGR;av^o;ico.;TftiN£D 
HEREIN IS UNCUSSIHED 
0ATE^vt4l_BY5^^ 






Identifications 

Tbc pictun on tbc otWr tide w« nude tt 
Hi(hiander F<dk School dnria« the Laboi Dsy 
»*ek-«>d of IPJ7. Attentive pnpUi identified 
by the Bwnben $n: 

1. Mamn Lather Kinc, Jt. The nmeiation 

indicated here it not unatuai for Dr. Kinf. who 
bdenp to arvera] importaot Coounanitt front 
orfaaiutiont, and f«(ulaHy cmployt or 

affiliatet with known CominanJatt. 

2 . Abner W. Berry, of the Central Committee 
of the Conununitt Party. 

J. Aubrey VUlianu, Pretident of the Commu- 
nin front, the Southern Conference EdticationaJ 
Fund. 

4. Mylca Horton, Director of the Highlandet 
Folk School (for Conununitt Traininj), Mont- 
cacle, Tmnetiee. Tbit Khool vrat later cloaed down 
by tbe State of Tcnnctacc, but an offtprint it now 
thnvinc in Knoxville. 

T4w peitegfdt (Na CIU) «rr 
eawtfeMr oT ony Aetericea 0>Mo« 
U^nry, tt 20 emrii for IT.OOj or 
dtrec^y hy rmtA, ffti, from 

Ameaican Opinion 

Belmcmt, Mauachuaetu 02178 



POST CARD 


9 9C/ - OC>/ 





hlBj 29, 1968 



^ J 

Tour latter vas received on May 27th, and I want to ^ ' 

thank yoo for your kind comments regarding my wor^ 


In response to your inquiry concemli^ Martin Lather 
King, information of tills nature, whether sobstantiated or not, can* 
not be released because of a Department of Justlee order regarding 

aU matters ^ a confidential nature. 


I am enclosing some Itterature which I hope will be 
of interest to you. 


may 2 S 1968 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovtf 



^ .. 

fjtcsri"- 

OtBSWiSB.. ' ^ 


- -viia 


/Aiclosures (3) 

An Analysis of the New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism 
Turbulence on tiie Campus ^ \ \ 

1£B Introduction, 2/67 l/ff^ ^ 

Wb^E: Bufiles reflect an outgoing 12/1/64 thanking fH^^^H^and 
her husband for their favorable remarks concerning th^^SCP^ress 
conference. **The Councilor** is the official Journal of the Citizens Council 
of Loiisiana, Me. , and is edited by Ned Touchstone, who in 1963 was a 
member of the Ku Khix Klan. He has been critical of the Bureau. "The 
Councilor** has not bew investigated, pate of incoming not utilized in 
reply as incoming dated March 25th pipparentiy she meant May 25th. ) 

'#A y ^ 


March ?5, 1968 


Mr. J. ^dgar HooTer, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
7?ashirgton, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Quoting from a recent article in a saall publi- 
cation concerning the connection of Dr. Martin 
Luther^ing with a car theft ring uper at ihg m 
G o orgi - a - and South Carolina: 

"He referred to the item placed in the Con- 
gre'^Bional record on March 30, 1966 showing 
that King was a car thief, and to stories in 
THE COUIv’ClLOR on May 6 and July 23, 1966 
about the car thefts," 

Would it be possible to tell me if this accu- 
sation is true? if it is true, it seems that 
a mammoth deception is being perpetrated upon 
the American people in not exposing this man. 


I am in charge of a p rogram o n July 9 for my 
church, tfBlHBHHBiillHiKi entitled "These 
Revolting Students." I find myself in contin- 
ual disagreement with our Church publications. jt*' , 
Could you give me your opinion on why studentsif*^ 
are revolting?" I ' 



Thank you for your many years of dedicated 
service to this country. 


HEKlIi; L'l'iCuiSSIrlED 

C»07f 


Very trul 



ssee 38038 
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UNITED STATES GOVE. ...MEM 

Memorandum 


subject: 


a 

3r 
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t ^s 




Jr- 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586) (C) 


0 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; 
SCLC - RACUL MATTERS 
(00; Atlanta) 


date: 6/5/68 


■f.T. ihF0K?'‘7T0N COFTIXRE- 

OTHEEV.TSE. 




Enclosed for the Bureau la one copy of a letter 
bearing the letterhead of the Department of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare, Washington, D.C., 20201, Office of the 
Secretary. 


On 5/20/68, the enclosed memorandum, bearing the 
letterhead of the Department of Health, Education, and Wel« 

Resident Agency bj 

a t la n ta , 

wh^TIM^^WfrDmCT^^PWye^rith the HEW in Atla"5Tl 
Dished the eoclosed memorandum with no explanation, 
has vrltten numerous communications to the Macon Bes iaent 
Agency bearing informatioD of no walue or interest to the 
Bureau containing tnforma^on relative to her personal life 
and observations. considered to be of doubtful 

mental competence, an^che information she has furnished to 
the Atlanta Office in the past has been unreliable and of no 
interest to the Bureau. 

The Atlanta Office, after determining 
value, has ceased submitting information she hassuppTi^ i 

the Atlanta Office to the Bureau; hoeever, because the en- — 
closed memorandum contains the reflections and observations 
by a Departmental head of the Executive Branch of Government 
concerning the captioned subject *s great vision and integrity, 
the Atlanta Office is of the opinion that the enclosure may 
be of interest to the Bureau. 






Bureau (Enc 
Atlanta | 

« (\U i 

ILl- 1 


57 Jt'l 24191 


4 

>» , ....r 2 




It should -noted that the memorandum bears no 
Government water making and appears to be a reproduction 

The possibility exlfta^a^the enciosure*s authenticity 

be in question. 



12 


Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



\ 


AT 100-5586 


Atlanta Is not considering contactingl 
in view of her unreliability in the past. AtlaM 
dieting no further inquiry in this matter. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION. AND WELF«/IE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20201 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


TO ALL EMPLOYEES OF HEW 


Dr. Martin Luther King, a man of great vision and integrity, 
dedicated his life to bringing justice, love and dignity to 
all people. It is this spirit that lies behind all our work 
in HEW, 


Dr. King understood that the pursuit of life and liberty was 
not always going to be a happy cne. But he strove to insure 
that Anericans vould pursiie that oourse, keeping their eyes 
on the goals before them. The non-violence within the 
framework of law v^ch he consistently espoused helped to 
keep him, and all of us who share his beliefs, focused on 
that goal vhich is at the heart of this country. 


It is rry hope that all of us in this D^iartment, v^ch is so 
essential to the dreams for v^iich Martin Luther King lived 
and died, will also be able to keep our eyes upon the ocramn 
goal. His mission, and our mission, is the removal of all 
of those conditions v^ch blight the human spirit, lijnit the 
potential of each individual, and inpair human dignity. 


We may take a great lesson from Dr. King*s escanple, his goal, 
and above all, frcm the integrity with vdiich he followed his 
oourse. The work is scfTEtirres very hard; it is often very 
fjaistxating. But we are making progress. And we must 
continue, new with even deeper crninitment. 


ALL lr;r 


. \ 1 ! L 1 C'J. 1 1 Ali'iL.' 


HEREIN IS L'MCu'SSIFIED . . 
DATEa^JfJJ-BY 
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Tour latter of Iday 23rd haa been raceirad. 

In response to your Inquiry as to whether or 
not Martin Luther King was a communist, information of 
&l8 nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Z>epartment of Justice order regarding all mat* 
ters of a confidential nature. : 



ALL INFOR.MATIOri CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^1f_ 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


MAILED 6 

MAY 2 9 1968 

COMM-FBI 
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TRUE COPY 


May 23 - 1968 


Gentleman: 




Vv 





All the press, Radio & T. V. Newscasts & so on 
have lauded Mr. King for his **Non Violenc” integration Policies: 
I have been reading materials, ’’American Opinion” for one that 
tells of all the Communist front organizations that he belonged to. 
80 or more. All his talk & so on and when he had the people 
sufficiently riled up he would leave town with his peaceful co- 
existance. 


/ I would like to know if all this is true of Mr. King 

7 and his Organizations and if so why the News Media continues to 
make a Martyr of him. He even talked of Chrisitians & did not 
believe In the resurrection of Jesus. 


Sincerely, 



Antigo, Wics. 54409 






ALL Ift.'FO.A'.iAT!-;:: COi.TAINED 
herein IS Ui'lCbVTSIFIED 

0ATE^^/__ BY SPi/.tnmf jL. 

id*>6 



a JUN 7 1866 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


[ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

D Deleted under exemption! s) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 


Q Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request, 

d! Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


I 1 Document! 8 ) originating with the following government agency! ies) 

was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

-J. — Page!s) refeoed- foLcpnsultation to the following government agencyties); 

w ^ as the information originated with 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


1 them. Yoi^iil 


Page!s) withheld for the following reasonts): 


□ For your information: 




The following number is to be us^ for reference regarding these pages; 

jupruec. ^ /^/i / 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 

Jnodupucation fee X 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 


FBI/OOJ 








P.'.L ItJfORi'i'' 


jlCOKTWNtD 

unit 


Your letter of Blay Slat has been received. 

It was thaightful of you to fbrnlsh me your views 
on the matter you mentiODed, and you may be assured that this 
Bureau will make every effort to carry out this investtgation with 
the highest degree of thoroughness and dispatch. 

Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoover 

Mi irrrr*^' * atwb^ 

“rrise 

" L:.-:va . 

OZH£RWXS£%^ 


Collahon 
Conrod _ 

F.lt 

Gal. 

Rosim 

Svllivari - 

Tov.l 

Trotl.r 

T.I., Room 
^HoIib .6 
Gondy 




NOTE: Bullies ccmtain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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COMM-FBI 




TELETYPE UNIT □ 





Ccrt'.r line,- icni-J. 

: a- 31,19Se. 


-jr,< .',d£;c.r ::oov~r 

^ v.rcdu or InviGtigcition 


i .W/ r 


Dear Sir: ^ 

L^ir.ce Tip to r-ov;,no*body found the asr-accin of that 


very lovable Dh .. ...nTIT: LU?:- iHrilTG .nay I succest that your 
oryinaaaation rScht try and seek out a PLASTIC SUnGhCIT? 


it ret poccible that such a Surgeon iii^ht have boon 
a parity to this r.urder ,v/ho i.rjied lately after the r.urdcr of 
Ih'. Line, transformed the facial features of the assassin? 


It ee: -.3 

so Iong,mles: 


nox 

that tiiis r.urderer ,coi'IL^escape detection for 
' such an operation E/.S talien place. 


ca^. to 


part 01 


^r. v.h;-cl^ ^ — . 


■lable ior icxK iniorr.ation loading: to his capt:;re,it 
■ c c 1 at 0 d , bv. t if it i ent v;or tie a dine, pi ease do v.hat ■ 
find an associate PlhfTIC C'JPCfhlT, 



flis letter is beiny : ailed under United Sto.tes Certified 
; r-il I, umber 5760S6,on date of hay 31, 1968, with return receipt 
req vested for deliver^^ of this letter to the addressee as 
Snrcifivd above, he b-in^,' r.J.fdgar Hoover. 
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4-312 (R«v. l-lB-62) 




Has been removed and placed In the Special File Room of Records Branch. 




See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PACE iNFORmiON SHEET 
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wwxx 

xxxxxx 


Papc(s> «ithhe1d enlirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statemenU. mlieie 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


D Deleted under exemption<^sl with no aegregaWe 

material available for telease to you. 

D Infonr.ation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

C] Infontation pertained only to a third party. Vour name is listed in the title only. 

D Documents st originating with the following government agcnc>(ies> 

.was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Pageis) referred for consultation to the following government agencylies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon reUim of the material to the FBI. 


Page's) withheld for the following leason(s); 


5^ For your information: £>tfW& ^eoccssrc/ 

W/ ic Sejrt At A 

Hi The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XXXXX 
X DELETED PAGEtS) X 
i NO Dl'PLICATlON FEE { 
X FOR THI? PAGE X 


XXXXXX 

XXXX.XX 

XXXXXX 


r*. c 
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Tour letter of May 29th| with enclosures, has been 
received and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to write 
and furnish me your comments on the matter you mentioned. 


Aithou^ I would like to be df assistance with respect 
to your inquiry. Information in our files cannot be released because 
of a I>epartment of Justice order regarding all matters of a confident 
tlal nature. 



In response to your request, I am sending some mate* 
rial on tbe general topic of communism which Includes suggestions 
all of us can use in combating this evil. 

Sincerely yours, corrAiRSD 

HEFFT'! T "tIFIED 

J. Edgar Hoover xxcz~ z ::r yuO'rZS 

0SE£RWIS£.. ; ' 


Enclosures (8) 

Communism and the Knowledge to Combat Itl 
Let *8 Fight Communism Sanely! 

Statement on Communism, 3*27*67 
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May 29, 1968 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ALL !hF 0!\L1ATI0N COfiTAINtD 

Washington, D.c. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Gentlemen: DATE JL/ff /_BY2yii!!!^ 

4o7U 

I realize I may not be writing to the proper place and 
am sorry if I am wasting your time but I have no idea where to 
start. 


I am very disturbed about the enclosed clippings as 
I am a member of the Baptist Church and am ashamed to see 
them support such^ unamerican cause. I know what kind of a 
man Ma rtin LutheHKing was but would like to know how to tell 
other people. Can you give me any information I can give out or 
can you refer me to another Department. I am no public speaker 
anyway but would like Information I can give to individuals. 

Perhaps booklets on commimism would help although I guess you 
can't really use that in this case. 

Perhaps I am asking for the impossible but I hate to / 
see so many people misled by a man who hais done more to harm X.JiJ 
the country than anyone else. 













nttMtmuUM 

American Bapticta are aatab- 
liahiar the Ifartin Lather Kiiw 
Jr. Xemorial Fond, of iriUeh 
*mlf wUI be oaed la aopport of 
the Boathcm Christian LMder> 
ship Conferanee, and the other 
half, epedal projects in flie in. 
ner-dtiee crisis of America. 

Word has been •receiTed from 
the Ber. Charies N. Forsb^. 
ezecathre minister of the Xin- 
isters Coaacil of the American 
Baptist Coarentioo, that one 
chm-ch has voted to gNo |S00 


I from its Deacon Fond, and an- 
other efaareh wiU ask its people 
to eootribnte |l,000 in additioa 

Mission CaapaigiL The Central 
Baptist Church in Wayne. Tau, 
voted Sunday, April 21. to 
' church property. U 

^ • $100,000 
fund to be uawl in the Fhiladel- 
VpW*«ee. 

^ Xoney can be sent directly to 
Luther King Jr. Xemor- < 
Dial Fund, American Baptist Con- 
Tmtion, Valley Forge, Pa. 19481 
§^.or through diurch trea s urer s . 
N/ If sent through church tnasor- 
Deri, it is credited to the church’s* 
> nuasion support. Checks should 
made peyiU>lc to the American 
Baptist Ckmrention and dearly 
Vraarked for tiie King Xemoria! 
\Fund. 


H 4| 



Pennsylvania 15216 





Dear 



Toot letter at May Slet, with endosnre, has 

been received. 


!n response to your imjuiry as to whether or 
not Martin Luther Ki^ was a communist, information of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice order repurding all matters of a con- 
fidential nature. 


MAiLEO 7i 

JUN5 1968 

COMMFBt 


sincerely yonre, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

_ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

nATF 3-Atfy B Y S^ 



Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The woman who aiqpeared on a local radio station referred to by 
, ^correspondent is probably Miss Lola Belle Holmes, who was an 
^Informant from 1855 - 1853. Hawever, as incoming did not name 
t^r, reference is not being made to her In reply. 






C O' 


i/ 


4r 


yd 


r 


/ 


rCD 







\ 



bite; 
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May 31 , 1968 


Edgar Hoover, Director of 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 



Mr. Callahan 



T«le. Room 

Miss Holmes— — 
Miss Candy 


J:-nclosed is an article I cut out of the May 3I, 1968 issue 
of the "Wall Street Journal." 


Several veeks ago a colored woman appeared on a local 

i radio station, saying she was an undercover agent for the F.B.I. 

She said specifically that Martin Luther King w as a Communist . 

When the remark was challeng^ she sai^ slie^ad proof, and also 
that the Government was aware of the fact that he was a Communist, 

i lf you have proof of this, why has it never been published 
by you or the government. Why do we shield Communists - why did 
Humphrey and the Kennedy s attend his funeral. Why would any United 
States Congressman favor a memorial to a Communist. 

If he is NOT a Communist, why did a picture appear in 
many small newspapers showing him with Gus Hall and many dedicated 
Communists. Is this all propoganda or is there some truth to 
the statements and the picture. Martin Luther King never denied 
be was a Communist. Once and for all, I would like to know the 
truth. 


Certainly, the trend toward Communism in this country 
is strong, and anything you can do or say, must be done at once. 



I would very much appreciate hearing from you. 


Very truly yours. 



f 
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REC-19 


A'Lir:rT!T’AT10NC0n'TAlW '• 
HEREIN io UNCLASSinEO : • 

nATF a^/^^^ 
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n>£Aft MULUFLY for memorials to Mar> 
tin Luther Kln^ , ITj* Natk»ai AasodaUon for 
Community Development calla for a coin ear* 
rylng his likeness. Borne Oongreasmen favor a 
j special medal honorini^ King. Letters to Con- 
g^se propose a national boflday ^on his M rth- 


ALL IMFGRiViATlOnCO.mfND 
HERtiFs* iS UliCLASSlrlED 
DATE a-y /-i/ 
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all lUFORiVlATION CnNTWNEO 
IS UNCLA'iSlFlEO 



June 5, 1968 


reth"'- 

xrrr"'^'-'- 


.,-t-ieD 


In response to your letter of May 31st concerning 
Martin Luther King, Information in our files must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. Consequently, you can be assured that no FBI report 


regarding him was ever published as you Indicated. 

Sincerely yours, 

I, Edgar Hoover 


aiAILED Z 

JUN5 1960 

COMM-FBt 




Bithop _ 
Caspci 


Calldhon _ 

Conrad 

F.lt 

Cole I — 
Roa«n __ 

SuIti'Ton 

Tgvel . 
TtoU.r 
Ttl«, Rood 
Holm«( 
Gmdy 


1ood^_JJL 


NOTE: Bufiles show tha^orresoonden^was the attorney for a defendant in 
an impersonation case^[|||||H|H We have no derogatory infor* 

mation concerning him^mcfflav^Midnoprior correspondence with him. 
Correspondent may be referring to remarks made by Congressman George W. 
Andrews of Alabama who had Inserted in the Congressional Record of 8-25-66 
remarks concerning Martin Luther King. In his comments Mr. Andrews 
stated that '^Martin Luther King is the same man that Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
described as being ’the most notorious liar in America. ’ ” Ccmgressman 
Andrews was referring at the time to conditions in Chicago as being similar 
to those in Selma and stated further that he had an idea ’’Mayor Daley is 
inclined to agree with Mr. Hoover. ” Congressman Andrews at that point 
included in the Congressional Record an article from the Wall Street Journal 
dated 8-24-66 concerning Martin- Luther King. There is no mention of the 
Director or the Bureau in that article. 
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MEMPHIS 3, Tennessee 


May 31, 1968 


Honorable J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Pennsylvania and Ninth Streets 
Washington, D, C. 20535 


ALL iNF0R.i(1AT'0i» CONI WIvL:. 

IS L»?^CL'\SSinL'J 

C/JM «r vjlJj YJS, P ui. 


Dear Sir; 


I am informed that^ report of your Department 
pertaining to ^rtXft.j;jiatber nKin g^ jr . , was inserted in 
the Congressional Record of August, 1966. 

Could you please furnish us a copy of this / . 

report. We will reimburse your Department for any ex- ^ ^ 

pense in connection therewith. 


Respectfully yours. 



I 




"SEIMA XN CHICAGO ’ 

(Mr. GEORGE W. ANDREWS (at the 
request of Mr. Hansen of Iowa) was 
granted permission to extend his re- 
marks at this point in the Record and to 
include extraneous matter.) 

Mr. GEORGE W. ANDREWS. Mr. 
Speaker, there appeared in the August 
24 issue of the Wall Street Journal, an 
article written by Mr. Peter H. Pzitgh 
entitled. "Selma in Chicago." 

Mr. Pnigh describes the activities of 
Martin Luther King. This is the same 
man— King — who was described by for- 
mer President Harry Truman as being 
a troublemaker. When asked by a re- 
porter why he described King as a 
troublemaker, the former President re- 
pUed: 

Because he causes trouble wherever ba 
goes. 

The truth of the words of Mr. Truman 
^ have been borne out because since Mar- 
tin Luther King went to (Chicago there 
has certainly been trouble In that city. 

Martin Luther King Is the same nian 
that Mr. J. Edgar Hoover described as 
being "the most notorious liar In 
America," 

Mr. Hoover made that statement In 
November 1263. and as of today — ^August 
25. 1966 — Mr. Hoover has not retracted 
that statement. 

I have an idea that Mayor Daley Is In- 
clined to agree with Mr. Hoover. 

I insert the article referred to In the 
Record at this point : 

IFVom the Wall Street Joumsl, Aug. 34, 19661 
ftcLMA nt Chicago?— Civa Btcim Maschrui 

Hit a Nckvt in North; Opsn Botrstwo 
i»r Peter B. Prugh) 

CiitCAco — Plying bricks snd the taunte of 
white mobs are demonsUstlng that tbc Rev. 
Martin Luther King's elvU rights drive here 
has probably stirred up the real fighting 
Issue In race relations today-<*iid soms 
hsrd 'nosed opposition. 

The issue is open housing and the oppo- 
sition comes from white residents of neat 
working claas neighborhoods (In Chicago, 
many ars made up or strong ethnic groups), 
where residents and realtors are allied In 
keeping the areas Illy white. 

These neighborhoods the past several 
weeks have been the settings for an unusual 
spectscle— one that has been more fright- 
ening In the potentlsi for msss violence be- 
tween the rsces than rloUng in Negro 
ghettoea earlier In the summer or some of 
the bitter clashes of Selma and Birmingham. 

Sldevraik marches by civil rights demon- 
strators hsvs brought an almost unbellev- 
•ble resctlon from tbs whites, scary head- 
lines snd scores of sirests and injuries- Ths 
American Nasi Party and other extremist 
groups have Invaded Chicago to eapitatlae on 
the unrest, with ths Nsxis threatening dem- 
onctrsUoos in Negro slums. Police Bupt. O. 
W. Wilson has raised ths spectre of large- 
scale bsttlea between Negroes and whltss. 
publicly warning that vlolenos could get out 
of hand: about 7,000 poilcemen have been 
put on special alert, late leet week the city 
took an unusual step in seeking to limit 
marches by oouri injunction. 

Tbe backissn'ln ths lower inoome white 
nelghDorhooda here, ooealng not long aftst 


widespread rioting in Negro slums of Chi- 
cago snd ether Northern cities, is stlenstlng 
Northern supporters of civil rights causes. 
Many Northerners who trumpeted their sup- 
port of civil rights drives la the South are. 
rightly or wrongly, now blamlug Dr. King tor 
the agitation in their own backyards. 

Whatever assessment Is sventuslly given 
to Martin Luther King's lnv.tslon of the 
North, the recent events have put Ilfs Into 
bis Chicago drive, which had been faltering 
for lack of a clear Issue, or for "eulpriu." 
Tbe unrelenting pressure ot rights marches 
into one new white area after another has 
forced city and civic leaders to confer on a 
near-emergency basis and seek a peaceful 
solution of Negro grlevsncea— wltb an air of 
doing almost anything to stop the marches 
and ths potential threat of uncontrolisbie 
violence. 

At one recent meeting between Mayor 
Richard J. Daley, Dr. Xing, real estate Indus- 
try representatives, religious leaders and 
others, tbe Cblcsgo Real btate Board agreed 
to withdraw all opposition to "the philosophy 
of open occupancy (laws) at the sUte level." 
provided they apply to owners ss well as real 
estate brokers. Ben W. Belneman. chair- 
man of ths Cblcsgo A North Western Rall- 
wsy sod moderator of the meeting, termed 
this a -'major concession." But Dr. King 
said that this snd other eoaunitnients by 
city olBcials, the Cblcsgo Mortgags Bankers 
Association and others "wersn’t massive 
enough." To Mayor Daley'S obvious dis- 
comfort. Dr. King said that etvll rlghta 
marches would oootlnus. 

The ability of Pr. Xlngb Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference to dramsttea 
issues with well -disciplined nonviolent dem- 
oasuatlons. evoking violent reaction from 
Soutbers white segregationists, has long 
been recognized. The use of «ueh tech- 
niques in tbe North, however, had generally 
been laughed off. 

Civil rights demonstrations are difficult to 
adapt to the North because "most of the 
obstacles Northern Negroes face aren't found 
tn the lavra or official policies, but are evasive 
and Informal practices which are very cliQl- 
eult to attack." Sunjey Lisberson, a Dnt- 
versity of Wisconsin sociologist, recently 
commented. Chicago, for instance, has open 
housing laws, but discriminatory practices 
are widespread. 

Befewe the demonstrstlona. "nobody was 
willing to admit that la the North peopis 
hats, more than they do In ths South," says 
the Rev. Willtsm Briggs, a white Congrega- 
tional minister active In Dr. King's move- 
ment here. Newspaper photcM and television 
film clips showing Jeering white mobs with 
signs such as "Dp With Slavery." "Extermi- 
nate the Black Plague" and "Waltaes for 
President" shattered maajr such illusions. 
Sines ths demonstrations began. Negroes 
driving or walking through these neighbor- , 
hoods with no connection with ths marchers 
have also been attacked by whites. 

As wltb Soutbero demonstrations on. vot- 
ing rights and public accommodations, tha 
King forces here bavt tried to identify their 
cause with basic rights most other Americans 
taks for granted— the light of Negroes to 
buy or rent housing wbersver they can 
afford It. Xt’s a "very oonservaUvs" demand, 
contends the Rev. James Bevd^. a toughty 
eloquent SCLC aide. Many real estate firms 
however, base opposition to open housing 
laws on the right of a person to sell property 
to whomever he ebooecs snd on hostile white 
atutudee toward integrated neighborhoods. 

Moat of the msldenu of the areas where 
ths marches cKxur aren't directly tnvmved In 
tbe Violence. As the demonstratoes go by. 
many white property owaere stand sUentiy 
•a their lawns or porehss or look sadly out 
ok their windows at kbo march and the 
Jeering whites. 


Belatsd to the demoostrattooe le the fhet 
that the DB. Senate eeriy nest month wtu 
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bcjln considering the 1066 clvU right* bill 
•Irriul/ passed bj Ihe House and Including 
a watered-doau housing provision. Much 
credit Jot auccessfui passage oX earlier civil 
right* legislation hos gone to Dr. King's 
demonstration* In the South and the reault- 
Ing white violence, which caught the con- 
rdcnccs of many white people, liberal and 
conservative alllcr. in other sections of the 
couhtrr. "Jim CJorJi helped get u* the rot* 
Ing rights bill," says a Chicago clvlt rlghu 
worker, referring to the sheriff Dallas 
County, Ala., who brutally opposed the 
Selma dcmontlrailon* in 19^. White vlo- 
letKie here may do the same In 1966. 

The SCLC say* open housing demonstra* 
tlon* here have been focused on area* where 
adequate housing J* available at a cost well 
within the reach of many Negro famlUea 
now living in slum areas. However, some 
.SCLC workers also admit that area* are being 
chosen where violent white reaction* are 
expected. 

Thl* fact ha* been grasped by certain 
clement* In ihe neighborhoods where dem* 
erutratlon* have taken place or are acbed- 
uled. During a inarch In Jefferson Park, 
where many of the residents are of PolUb. 
German, and lUllan descent, stgna carried 
by resident* urged people to "boot” and 
"N*r.” but not to use violence. 

"The civil rlghu marchers arc hoping to 
provoke IncldenU,” proclaimed a newspaper 
editorial tn the white industrial suburb of 
Cicero, where nghu worker* are elated to 
march this weekend. "The leaders of the 
movement, representing only a small per- 
centage of the Negro community, feed on 
publicity and help to infltune others of that 
race and their sympathizers," ihe editorial 
stated. It called for "empty strecU" If righU 
marchers come to Cicero, notortou* a* gang- 
atcr A1 Capone's home base and all but for- 
gotten elsewhere as the scene of anti-Negro 
violence 15 years ago. (Richard B. Ogllvle, 
Cook County sheriff, warned that a rights 
march In Clcere would make previous white 
violence In Chicago "lo<A Uke a tea party.”) 

The rlghu demonstratlooa are also aimed 
at Mayor Daley'* powerful Democr a tic orga- 
nisation and Chicago'* highly elvle-mlnded 
buainea* conununlty. Tb* demonstration* 
"are threatening existing political alUaneea." 
Dr. King recenUy noted la reference to the 
traditional alliance between Chicago Negro 
and whit# Democratic Party groups. Tbe 
BCLC feels that tbe "vetted IntereaU" Will 
eventually decide to negotiate with elvU 
rlghu leader# rather than face a colupae of 
tbU alliance. 

THirnsrsoTic vsLuxr 

Civil rlghu leaders here also ae« some sort 
of therapeutic value In bringing out tb* ugly 
white reaction. "The woman who etood 
with her kids on the corner and swore a 
blue ctreak" at the marchers U "making an 
honest confession of her hate, fear and dis- 
trust." explains Ur. Briggs. He indicate* 
that this sort of "confession" Is essential be- 
fore many of the racial problems of the 
North can be solved. 

Nevertheless, ihe demonstrations have met 
with far from unanimous euppor from civil 
rights, religious and labor leaders. "Any 
Chicagoan could have advised Dr. BUng that 
the Selma technique was not suited” to the 
Windy City, eommenu Roy Wilkins, execu- 
tive director of the National Association for 
the Advancement «rf Colored People. "Noth- 
ing has come of It except a hardening of 
attitudes." 

Chicago's Roman Catholic Archbishop 
John P. Cody, a supporter of the Chicago 
civil rlghu movement, has asked that the 
dcmonstrattoos be ended "at this time" 
even though tbe right "to march and 
demonatrat* U la Itself beyood quaaUoa." 
The United Auto Workers also haa preasured 
tha Klag orfaolsaUoa to and damonatra- 
tloaa. Charles Chlakulls. regional director 
of tho APlr'CIO's Industrial union 4vart- 


[i 

ment, which Is helping Chicago civil rights 
groups organize unant unions, nout that 
many clergymen, labor leader* and other 
whites, who supported civil right* demon- 
Btratlons In tbe South, back down when 
marcbes arc held In their home ground. 

It remains to be seen whether Martin 
Dutber King's drive In Chicago, which he 
pictures as a "pilot project" for the North, 
win hove the success or win tbe same wide 
support as tbe marches in Selma or other 
paru of the South. Ukewlse It’s an open 
question whether the drive will suengthen 
or weaken dvU rlghu legUlaUon in Congress 
thu fall, or succeed la opeoding many all- 
white areas to Negroes. 

In early July, however. Dr. King led 104)00 
msrebers on city hall her* to demand an 
“open city" and met with general apathy 
and Indifference. Jeers and bricks show 
that thU has all changed. The Usues are 
now clearer, and battle lines are drawn, and 
It U precisely In thu typ« of attuatlon that 
Dr. Klng'a methods have proven moat af- 
fective In tbe past. 

T~ ' 
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Pittsburgh, Penniyhwu ila IB217 urari^^oflfir®^ 

— ^ herein is unclassified 

Your letter otf May 28th has been received. ^ 

, A,. *“ resptmse to your Inquiry as to whether or not 

Martin luther King was a communist, Information of this mture. 
whether su bs ta nti a t ed or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a 
nature. 

Sincerely yourSg 

J. Edgar Hooyer 


NCXTE; Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
HCSzpld (3) 
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Pittsburgh , Pennsylvania 15^17 
Hay <;8, 


Honorable J* Edgar Hoover , Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D*C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have been hearing from a number of sources the 
allegation that the late Dr, Martin Luthei^Sing was a 
card-carrying member of tTit! C07?l'ritrnT!5T”'P'arLy . According 
to some of these sources, this ’’fact" is a matter of 
record in the files of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, the Pennsylvania State Police, and other law- 
enforcement agencies throughout the united States. 

It is my opinion that this matter should be clari- 
fied in one way or another. The American public should t 'j 

know that the late Dr. King was either a member of the 
Comnunist Party, or he was not. Rumors such as the ones 
I have been hearing should not be permitted to circulate 
without being challenged, 

I resoectfully request that you advise me as to 
the veracity of the rumors 1 have been hearing. Was 
the late Dr, Martin Luther King a card-carrying member 
of the Comr^unist Party? 

Your assistance in this matter will be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you. 19 



Sincerely yours 





JUM 6 1968 
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June 4, 1968 







h7(c) 



Toot letter ot May S9th has been received 



In responae to your Inquiry, the JBI has never 
^e any ^temenU to the effect thTMu-tln LutherW was 
a co^unist w ^ any communist affUtotioos. InformMioo of 
this naturSf whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
tecause^ a Department of Justice order regarding all matters 
of a confidential nature. 



Sincerely yours, 
7. Edgar Hoot^ 



NOTE: 




OTKITvViilii-* 


BufUes contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 










Kay 29, 1968 


f^r. J, Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C, 20535 


all information contained 

herein IS UNCLASSIHED 





Dear Kr. Hoover; 


I am writing to you as President of the 


r periiaxning uo ine aev, L/r» Mart,in LiU^ner 


Will you please verify for me, if and when Dr. King was 
placed on the list of known Communists in this country by 
the F. B, I, Also, if there has ever been published or ii>- 
formation released by the F. B. I, that he was a "fellow 
traveler" or connected with the Communist in any manner. 



Sincerely yours. 





lejUN 6 1968 ^ 
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UNITED STATES Cl ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


■>'0 The Director 


.] 
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FROM : N. P. Callahan 


Si:RlFr-|- -ru_ Ronorrl 

Pag.es E4783-E4788. Congressman Rarick, (D) Louisiana, 

? stated "Church League of America, 422 North Prospect Street, Wheaton, 411. , 

\ in its News and Views Report for May 1960, has issued a 55-p2ge comprehensive 

V documentary on M. L.^^Kin g, Jr. , entitled, ’His Threi^Pronged Attack On: ^ 

1, Christ and the Bible, 2. The United States of America, 3. Law and Order. *’ 
He included portions of the report v^ith his remarks. This material contained 
Information regarding announcements made by King which included the 
following: "Was critical of the F.B. 1. especially in Albany, Georgia. In 
a sermon delivered November 15, in New York City King is quoted as 
saying that reports of alleged Southern outrages against Negroes filed with y 

the F. B. I. 'produced no action. ' J. Edgar Hoover told a House 

Appropriations Committee that communists are infiltrating the Civil Rights 
movement. King said that that statement was a smear and that Hoover 
'has allowed himself to aid and abet the fallacious claim of Southern 
racists and extreme right wing elements. **' 




Ir. the original oi a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Hecord for - v - /. c reviewed and pertinent items were 

markec for the Director's attention. This form has t-een prepared in order that 
Dortions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 


^ i\ or a copy or me original memoranaum may i 

* '/ case or subject matter files. 


OnSOSVAI. nuir T? original 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

^ / Memorandum 

TO The Director ^ DATt- ' 

/ ALL INFORMATION CONTWNa. 

FROM N. P. Callahan HKLIN IS UNCLASSIRED 


Pages H4358-H4359. Congressmen Resnick, (D) New York; 
Jcelson, (D) New Jersey; and Smith, (D) Iowa, spoke concerning invasion 
oi' privacy and wiretapping. Mr. Resnick commented on recent disclosures 
in columns by Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson that former Attorney 0eneral 
Robert Kennedy had ordered a tap placed on the phone of Martin Luthe r~li[ing. 
He stated ’’The fact that a high-ranking public official — a member of the 
l?res:den;'s Cabinet — legally could, and actually would, order the FBI to 
b.-g tne telephone of a distinguished American like Dr, King is an affront 
to :na causes to which Dr. King dedicated his life. Even more important, 
however, it clearly illustrates how easily the power to tap a telephone — 
even when legally granted — can be abused and diverted from its primary 

irnenticn. These disclosures constitute the strongest arguments I 

can thirK of to back up the present Attorney General, Mr. Ramsey Clark, in 
his support of the administration's proposed antiwiretap bill. ” Mr. Resnick 
pointed out that so far the only reply to the charges is a statement issued 
by the press secretary of the person involved. Mr. Resnick stated 'T 
suggest a hearing under oath, at which the person directly concerned here can 
tesiiiy fully about his role in this disgraceful affair, which discredits him 
and demeans the office that was used for this purpose. ” Mr. Joelson stated 
''k an Attorney General can tap a wire without any court order, merely on his 
c .;n say-so, then the right of privacy as we have known it in this country is 
ciond and gone. This statute should be looked into. ** Mr. Smith stated 
”1 iioppen 10 be one who thinlvS wiretapping should be legalized in some 

individual cases involving serious crimes and only by court order. 

I ljAi'Ii tnis is one thing we need to deal with in this Congress before we go 
heme. It will be part of the crime bill coming over from the Senate and I 
hope we very carefully provide the proper conditions under which wiretapping 
v.dll be permitted and that we protect against abuses in the future such as it 
is alleged have occurred in the past. ” , , 

-- - 


In the original oi a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for ' . / / * ' '■ was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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FROM N, P, Callahan 

SLBJECI 7}i0 Congressional Record 
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I i C41SC C47S4 C^rMsdift Rarle)t, (D) 

^ ttors docuMAUUtOft m lb« Clirlti^a LM^raUp 

sc - coaitraaca -^sc LQ -epat^sttaa t« ba broagbi la Tut tatdara ai ibis 
fluociar/ ai aftn^a sad tUias mtMit ba axpoaad lar vast taa> ara ao lust a«r 
paap a inowia^ y via aavar ba dupad tala a a i aua a a a^boktaataa. 
hit. tarlck iaaaitad la taa liacard a retort lian taa iiiaaritaa Opiaiaa 
AA^aataa aautiad Taa K:tab aad Via rantWMataia bjr Ataa btai^ aad aa 
anicta Iran laa Ha/ Uia iaaaa at Tim a»Hm Caailaasiit Taa pMuraoi 
Taa rapan alataa vadtaa aad gaat aa»aa, taa tlana baa caaa. 4. U^iar {taatar 
la vroB^ aurtia iMk^r ^1% laa't taa anaat aaianaua jar la Isa easuiir,. . 

Ha a iba biaiaat. Ba iaa t aaiarioaa aaaaaa. Taat laia aiaa aaa aot ba aa 7 
to'.aratad» b.>t aaaarad aad adaorad, dad taaao^iad- b/ tba Praaidaat 

a; taa Uaitad butaa ^ia a traraau caiaparad vua vaieb tbal aamiaia a; taa 
1 laaacaat Kaaaa aa Eart aarraa cam aariaiiatjr ba eaiiad a )ad(a 
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In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has teen prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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■ UN!TED STATES GO INMENT 

Memorandum 

/i. / 

TO Mr. . .jr/l ^ r o*te May 28, 1968 

ALL MtFORMATION CONTAINED 
FROM T. E. Bishop HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

OATEiiiLtL_BY.S^iUii^ I U- 

SL EJECT APPROVAL OF WIRETAPS AND MICROPHONES 
BY ROBERT F. KENNEDY 



Mr. Carl Greenburg, Political Editor of the Los Angeles 
Times, called shortly after 2 p.m. today and advised that the Los 
Angeles Times had just been furnished a statement by Frank Mankiewicz, 
Press Secretary to Senator Kennedy. According to Mr. Greenburg, 
this statement related to Drew Pearson's claim that Senator Kennedy 
authorized FBI bugging or wiretapping of Martin Luther Srfg. Mr. 


7U 


statement and also would appreciate any comment the Director mi^t 
wish to make concerning it. 

Mr. Greenburg was advised that the FBI had made no 
comment v^t soever regarding Drew Pearson's article. He did ask, 
however, if at all possible the attached statement be brought to Mr. 
Hoover's attention personally because as he said he was "more brutal" 

ir% /^vi 

matter. 


> ' 

N 




RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that "no comment" be made concerning 
the attached Kennedy statement and that Mr. Greenburg be so advised 
by my office. , ^ - ^ Tr M - C'' 

T tola BlshOjD to sflck to 



Enclosur 
WtLDSQR^ 

1 - Mr. DfeLoach - Enc. 
1 > Mr. Sullivan - Enc. 

1 - Mr. Jones - Enc. 

HPLrpam i - " 

(5) ^ r 

' - ^ Krr 

^ — ‘ 

N-'l 1 12?:. 
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I ' I tola Blsho 
“no eomment. 
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^'Senator Kennedy has continuously stated that at no time 
while he was Attoniey General did he approve or authorize any 
electronic surveillances of anyone. Pursuant to policies in effect 
since President Roosevelt's Executive Order of 1940, he did, as 
Attorney General, approve a limited number of wlreteps in national 
security cases but, on each occasion, only at the written request of 
the FBI. Since leaving the Department of Justice, Senator Kennedy 
has not discussed any particular individual case and he will not do 
so now. 


"It is unfortunate that Drew Pearson is permitting him- 
self to be used in J, Edgar Hoover’s continuing campaign against 
Martin Luther King — now apparently against the memory of 
Martin Luther King. 

"The information that Pearson discusses in his column 
from the alleged surveillance was developed, according to him, in 
1968, two Attorneys General and one President later and well after 
President Johnson’s order forbidding such practices. " 
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June 4, 1968 

M7/ 


/ 
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While I would like to be of eesistance in response to 
your letter of May I9th^ with enclosure^ concerning the alleged 
communist afflliationa of Martin Luther^g and others, informa- 



tion of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a 


confidential nature. 


S 


incerelx yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovw' 


BEFXi'- "'■ ' ■ 
fJSZTZ ■ 


-^iri£0 

:v.7a 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. ”America^n Opinion" 
is a John Birch Society publication and is also the name of a book store 
operated by this organization. 
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Norwalk, 
May 29, : 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Justice Department 
Washington, DC 

All t!lr 

^ ^ rc A . 

OH.viATiJr 
!£ i!::cLv 


Dear Sii: 


* i • 




I am enclosing a post card, which, I do beleive to be 

factual - 

I would like to know from your Department if these people 
are correctly identified - 

Can you tell me if there is further information available 
to the public concerning the background of these people as I would like 
to use it in my seventh grade Social Studies class. 


Sincerely, 


/s/ 


1 - - 


1 /^ 




UtHtN « SG6 














cA Ck.^ 

■d^kqtS,tL 

q c^n^v^^ 




sliSf(S&^ 
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/ a-c - y c ^ 7 — \3^y(^ 


June 3, 1968 



ALLIpRAWTIONCONTAI^cI; 
HERciN IS I/NCLASSIFIQ) 

0ATE> Mj-f j_PY. S94j(i«n’»^ 

^c'ontf 


Your letter of May 27th haa been received. 


io 

V. 


In response to yoor reqaest concerning communist 
activities or affUiatioos of Martin Luther Klng« information of 
this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters 
of a confidential nature. I regret I am nnahle to be of help in this 
instance. 


As you may know, UNESCX) is affiliated witti the 
United Nations and I have refertwd your inquiry to The Hcaorable, 
The Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 20520, for any assist- 
ance he may be able to render. 

C 05 TA 1 KED Slncersly yours, 

- - —r-TFlED 

r-ovra Edgar Hoover 

OlHEK.VilS£.. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of carrespondent. Copy of Incoming 
sent to The Secretary of State by form referral of same date. 
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May 27 - 1968 


My Dear Mr. Hoover; 

Please send as s^n as possible any and all informa- 
tion you have that Martin Lutherking had in dealing with Communism. 


2 weeks ago my chUdren brought home (From school) 
their Weekly Reader, Which I*m sure you* re familiar with. This 
Weekly Reader had on back a large picture of King saying below it, 

How great he was etc. To me this is brain\w& 8 hing oxir children. 

As I know he was an agitator & did have communist in his S.C.L.C. 

Such as Hunter Pitts 0*dall. And many others. 

Maybe you are reluctent to let out such information. 

But how else can we fight commimism if we do not have proof. We 

must k now oxir enemies. ^ ' 

I have the school board r eady and eager to hear my 
profii Please help me in this ! 1 4 

We cannot allow our children to be taught such in 
school. Also there is quket a big question about UNESCO. Please 
send anything you can to support me. As I have four children, and - 

would rather do anything than leave this country a communistic place i- 

for them. While we still can, lets do all we can to rid the United States 
of Subversion and brain \vashing in our public schools. Because our ^ '' 

youth of today is the leaders of tomorro^^ ^ ^ 


^Ofeain Please Help. 
^ Sincerel 




00/ 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIHED 


a,'niinol8 60202 


Tour letter of May 24tfa, with enclosure, hu 

been received. 

'<. ^Wlth'teiqpect to fbie statements'ln the document 

you forvmrded eosiuyiHug Uartln Luther ;.vju\fikV 

Informatloo of this nature, lAetber sobsfauitlated Or not, ciumot 
be released becanse of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. view of this. It Is not 
possible for me to comment as you desire. 


V' 


Aa to f<m other request^ it la contrary to my 
long*8tandlng policy to evaluate material not prepared by per- 
eonnel of this Bureau. , . 

^ ^ r ^ 

<> Tour encloeiire ia being returned aa requeated. 




'MLEO 6 

MAY'2« 1968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yourap 

J. Edgar Hoover 


OeLooch . 



iXiL crw^ti 

inrir T 

Hbcloaore ‘ ' 

NOTE: BolilesVeilect previous jca^oing to 
7/23/51, at which time he was tii^^ br 
attentitlii some quotes a 
rect Bourcp. of ^eBe^w 


ited t^hi^u/He was funiished the cor* 
^ .08 • /irWp^haye.luul limited but cordial corre* 

apondei^ ^th the ’Washington Obsez^er Newsi^er. “ 





Tewsl^er. ” y 




(VLLirtr0RfMT10«C0NJW^t- 


^n(cj 



Evanston, Illinoi 
60201 - 


May 24, 1968 


\ 






Gentlemen: i ^ ^ 

I am trying with a church group to arrive at 4 
balanced picture of the truth out of a virtual avalanche of view- 
points disseminated. 

We would be greatly helped if you would comment 
on the marked portion in the enclosed ’Washington Observer, ” 
whether it is essentially true, or what, or whether in this case 
the ’’confidential F.B.I, report” was a collection of hear -say 
allegations, rumor, etc. before screening or investigation. 
(Kindly return the copy if possible. ) 

We’d also appreciate having your general evalu- 
ation of ’Washington Observer” reporting and comment, if this 

a-105 Kt5«0'/« 

Kindly accept our appreciation. 




/e/ 


Very sincerely, - - 

■ 

Svanston, 111. 60202 























WASHINGTON OGSB.RVER 

NEW SIETTBR 

"They ihai c^n jive up esseniiai libeny to obtain a Uitie temporary seqeiy deserve neither iiberiy nor jafery” 

ALL.{tFORiV!ATfgNnnNTftl\rf^"*"” 

f<nr?li >5? IlfNi r.^9:npri September 15. 1967 


Number 45 


PANAMA 

PUN 


There are some hidden aspects to the 
pending treaties with Panama that have 
not been brought out In fact, even 
though the main contents of the treaties 
«rere exclusively exposed by WaskiNGTON Observer 
Newsletter early last year, the Administration still 
has not officially revealed them. 

One of the "hookers*’ in the treaties concerns gamb- 
ling. A joint FBI-IRS investigation has uncovered 
that big-time Nevada gamblers arc currently using 
Panama as a base for tax dodging. They habitually 
skim 10% to 15% of each day’s winnings oflf the top 
of their take and secretly transport it to Panama, 
where it is deposited in their own personal accounts. 
Then, the money can be drawn out "clean” in check 
form to buy up businesses on the mainland. 

LBJ is not only well aware of these tax dodging 
activities, but according to his friend, columnist Drew 
Pearson: "LBJ came up with the offer that Grant 
Sawyer (former Governor of Nevada — ^Ed.) become 
Governor General of the Panama Canal Zone.” Un- 
fortunately, word leaked out of the pending Sawyer 
appointment, a.nd a Panamanian newspi^r. La Hora, 
charged that Sawyer was to be sent down to organize 
gambling casinos and set up a divorce mih for Panama 
City. This has given LBJ second thoughts about ap- 
pmnting Sawyer. 

Although the appointment of Grant Sawyer, the 
gamblers’ choice, has been stymied, the new treaties 
carefully avoid cracking down on the gamUers’ illegal 
operations in Panama. 

Incidentally many observers bcUeve LBJ will wait 
until his foreign aid bill is passed before resuming pres- 
sure to ratify the Panama treaties. He has been forced 
to delay because Liberty Lobby generated too much 
heat against them. 


^ WAR 
V PROFIT 




The $4(X) million that was raised in tax 
deductible contributions for Israel was 
only part of the profits reaped by the Zion- 
ists from the brief war. 

Israel is due to receive some $30 million in agricul- 
Aural commodities under the "food for peace” program. 

V At least 150 French-made Mirage fighter-bombers 
and 2S U.S. Phantom planes have been smt to Isael 
disguised as "parts” for repairs or replacements. The 
new planes are not completely assembled but can be 
quicUy put together. 


■pc/At#. 

fw 

WASTE 


srijLOSKar 


, r ' SrVJlfrvMtL. 

Liberid Demoout, Wisconsin’s Senator Bill 
Proxmire, Chairman of the Senate Economy 
in Government Subcommittee, has uncov- 
ered shocking evidence of waste in govem- 

meiit purehasing. 

He discovered that the Federal government de- 
stroyed $35 million worth of unused medical supplies 
over the past two years. 

Why? Because the law doesn’t permit the government 
to dispose of these supplies through its surplus property 
program until they have deteriorated. 

The 1962 "Truth in Negotiations” Act requires that 
cost-plus contractors maintain accurate, complete and 
current cost F^xnus. It is impossIMe to uetenriine real 
cost on contracts without having accurate, up-tcMlate 
cost data. The Proxmire Subcommittee Imd General 
Accounting Office expert accountants examine the 
books on 242 major contracts and found that in 90% 
of these the law was floated. The accounting experts 
estimated that $3 billion was wasted in excessive costs 
on non-competitive cost-plus negotiated Defense De- 
partment contracts last year, yet Defense Secretary 
Rc^>ert Strange McNamara claims be savw $3 biillon 
last year by his economy measures. 

Who is telling die truth — the task force of expert 
accountants who audited the books, or Mr. McNamara? 

Chairman Proxmire says: *Tf you’re a typical Amer- 
ican family, your tax cluurge this year for (kfense costs 
will be about $1,600. Most of this win go into what 
the Defense Dqiartment buys.” 

Michigan Congressmen Charies C. 
Diggs and John Conyers bpth backed 
up Gov. George Romney when be 
caDed for federal troops during the 
Detroit riot. Both are N^roes. 

Diggs, while en route to visit .Adam Oayton Powell 
on the island of Bimini recently, attended a night club 
in Miami. While there he was assaulted by a Negro 
gang and beaten up. Diggs learned the value of the 
white man’s law. 

Conyers, however, was strongly opposed to asking 
for federal troops at first. As he was huddling with 
Romney and Diggs, however, he was given word that 
rioters in his district had just burned down his office. 

T!m was eaoo^ to make Conyers change his tune. 
While he teemed perfectly willing to sec "Whltey’i” 
homes and businesses destroyed, his own wu different 
That’s why Djggs and Coiners suppoi^ Romney. 


UWAND 

ORDER 
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For some reaso*' the ‘‘free press” 
seems to be Kxing news of 
what could be the most nKMnen- 
tous discovery of the post-war 

period. 

This is a lightweight, powerful storage battery which 
— if the claims advanced arc true — will make dec- 
tric autos practical. 

Although millions of coughing, bleary-eyed dtizens 
in our smog-shrouded cities would joyously welcome 
such a development, one can imagine the lengths to 
which the oil barons would go to suppress it Its pop- 
ttlaruation would mean the virtual luin of the multi- 
btllion dollar oil industry. 

The new battery, ndnch was developed by scientists 
at the Chicago-based Argonne National Laboratory, 
who were searching for a means to convert nuclear 
reactor heat directly into electricity, uses a lithium- 
teilurium alloy as the cathode and lithium as the anode, 
with a mixture of lithium halides serving as electrc^te. 
Experimentally, the cell has produced up to SOO watts 
of power per pound of weight. This compares with only 
•12 watts per pound produced by a good lead-add 
battery. 

However, the battery must operate at a ten^rature 
. of 800 degrees. Thus, additional weight will be required 
for insulation and a self-heating arrangement Further 
research and development is expected to lick this prob- 
lem easily. Incidentally, the battery can be recharged 
in 15 minutes! 

Although lithium is used in H-bombs, teUurium 
has heretofore been dumped by mines in the West as 
useless. Uranium used to be worthless, too, remember? 



HERO 

IBJ 


As Commander-in-Chief of the Nation's 
inned services. President Jdinson has per- 
scmally pinned more medals oa combat vet- 
erans than any head of state since die Em- 
peror Napdeon of France. 

In his coat lapel he modestly displays his own decora- 
tion — the Silver Star medal awanfod him during 
Worid War II. 


Since the President — as the strong, silent type — 
is coy about exfrfaining the deed of valor which earned 
his decoration (even thou^ he loves to murmur about 
his “sentimental memories” of dead comrades-in-arms 
and battlefield experiences), WO has searched the 
Pentagon archives for the real story. We you 
will find it singularly inspiring. 

Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson was appointed a 
lieutenant commander in the Navy on January 2L 
1940, and went on active duty December 19, 1941. 
Ordered to the Pacific for “inspectioa duty” (despite 
the (act he had no naval training), he aerved in New 
Zealand and Austndia and was awarded the Army 
Silver Star. On July 16, 1942, he was released from 
duty on his own iqiplicatioo when President Roosevelt 


niled that members ' * Congress did not have to serve 
in the armed forcei^ 

LBJ’s citation reads: “For gallantry in action in the 
vicinity of Port Moresby and Salamaura, New Guinea, 
on June 9, 1942. While cm a mission erf obtaining 
informaUcKi on the South Pacific area. Lieutenant 
Commander Johnson, in order to obtain personal 
knowledge of combat conditioDs, verfunteered as an 
observer on a hazardous aerial combat mission over 
hostile positions in New Guinea. As our frfaoes neared 
the target area they were intercepted by eight hostile 
fighters. When, at this time the ^ane in which Lieu- 
tenant Commander Johnson was an obser^ developed 
mechanical trouble and was forced to turn back alone, 
presenting a favorable target to the enemy fighters, he 
evidenced marked coolness in spite of the hazards in- 
volved. His gallant actimi raaMed him to obtain and 
return with valuable information.** 

For some reason or other, not a sin^e member of 
the B-26 crew other than Lyndon Johnson received an 
award altbou^ all of th^ shared equally in the 
danger and all were in possessuon of the same “informa- 


It is no semrt in Washington that 
the brothers Rostow are oanying 
the ball on trade with the com- 
munist enemy during the Vietnam 
war, as well as the nuclear disarmament erf the United 
States which, with Secretary of Defense Robert Strange 
McNamara presiding, is approadting total success. 

Both Eugene V. Debs Rostow and LBJ White House 
Advisor Walt W. Rostow have peddled socialism for 
years, and both served as subordinates in Geneva to 
Gunnar Myrdal, the Swedish socialist vdio macte a trade 
treaty with the Soviet Union idiich almost mined the 
Swedish economy. Now Myrdal's dauj^ter is selling 
disarmament in speeches before tl» Disarmament Com- 
mittee in Geneva, chief prc^iaganda vehicle for the 
unilateral nuclear disaimament of the USA. 

H it scons strange that the Rostows are canyfihg the 
Rockefeller Brothers* program erf trading with the 
communist en^y while Soviet bullets and missiles kOl 
and maim Amoican fitting men in Vietnam, it should 
not. Walt W. Rostow wrote his book advocating an 
“end of nationhood” under a grant firom a Foundation 
e^ablished by a capitalist. Walt worked three years 
at M.I.T. on his The United States in the WoHd Arena 
(Harper’s 1960) under a grant from the Carnegie 
Fhnd. In that boerfe Walt made the following assertions 
indicative ci his thinking: 

“America is essentially a continenta! island off the 
greater land mass of Eunsii; we must have a Fed- 
erated Organizatkxi under effective intematioiial law 
which recognizes tins Eurasian superiority; and the 
United States must finance the whole worid with no 


tion,” 

ROSTOWS & 
RUSSIANS 


strings attached, eveo at the cost of damaging our own 
economy.” ( 

There is an old political adage that eventually 
extremes meet. The Rockefeller brothers* compact 
with the notorious Cyrus Eaton lo trade with the Com- 
munist enemy, which thus far has killed over 13,000 
Americans and wounded over 85,000, besides produc- 
ing profits, is supposed to bring the USA and the 
USSR closer together. TTic Rostow brothers, who 
want to socialize the whole worid and who have sup- 
ported to this end such measures as the notorious 
Havana Charter of 1948, which was repudiated by the 
U.S. Congress, are amohg the chief ret^ers of flic line 
that the United Slates is moving toward socialism, while 
Russia is moving away from a police dictatorship in 
the same direction. 

As Walt Rostow phrased this in a speech at, of all 
places, the warfare school at Fort Bragg, **it will not be 
a victoiy of capitalism over socialism. It will not be a 
victory of the United States over Russia. It wiD be a 
victory of men and nations over the forces that wish 
to entrap and exploit their revolutionary aspirations.” 

In close touch with the Rostows and key figures in 
the conspiracy to expand trade with the Reds are cer- 
tain Wall Street forces which bear a long historical re- 
lationship with the Bolsheviks. Indeed, flie Bdlsbevik 
takeover in 1917 was made posrible only by flic lavish 
financing of revolutionary movements by the same New 
York mternational bankers who are now using the 
Rostows to break down American reluctance to trade 
with the enemy. Sidney Weinberg*s Goldman-Sachs, 
Lazard Freres and the Rothschilds can be named In 
this connection. 

Trading with the enemy is a criminal act and all 
those mentioned would be subject to prosecution if 
Lyndon Jc^nson had declared war in '>^etnam as the 
Constitution requires. Instead, the Rostows are work- 
ing for Lyndon in high official posts. 

And as a prominent General said privately recently 
to a WO reporter, “Don’t underestimate dhe power 
these dangerous conspirators exert day by day in the 
Western Worid.” 

le first disclosure that a secret 
tl report existed sriiich tied Mar- 
tin Luther King in with communism . 
was published in Washington Ob- 
_ ►LETTER No. 13 in the February 15, 1966 

At that time Attorney General Nicholas De B. 
Katzcnbach refused to turn over this file to the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. In fact, Katzy 
lied and denied to Congressman (now GovmKV-dect 
of Mississippi) Jc^n Bell Williams that flie file even 
existed. Katzenbach made this prevarication in flie 
presence of President Lyndon B. Johnson at the White 
House. 


WO is now hapT'" to report that the FBI file on King 
is not only in the iids of the HUAC but copies are 
also in t^ hands of Congressman John J. Rooney 
(D-NY), chairman of a House Apimipriatiom Sut^ 
committee and Senator John McOeUan (D-Ark) 
Chairman of the Senate Permanent Investigating Sub- 
emmnittee. 


The lawmakers were so shocked at what they read 
i n the c o nfidential FBI icp ort^at they trian to iuimnon 
King before their committees and delve deeply Into 
his involvement with (Communist consp 
previously reported in WO, when the FBI a^ts i 
King under surveiOance they observed him meet 
well-identified Soviet espionage agent gKihe Kn 
Airport in New York. They als^ " 
that King was reviving largc supis of money : 
wdl knQum_Am£rican_Commimist agrat who 
King instructions which h/ implicitly obeys.y 
Federal agents also addu^ evidence of his i 
personal con duct in W^ingtoo hotels and < 
and the fact that he hacfjridatedjLhe Mann yXet (white 


lation of the US. ^ifaunal Code 
purview of the Fm, but neither 
back nor iM^'snocessor, Ram- 
the FBI tojB^f^nt the evidence 


slavery). This is a 
that comes under 
, Attorney General 
wey Oaric would aU( 
before a F^eral 
- If the Cbngressional probors bring out the full fimts, 
both Katzenbach and Oark can be cited for malfea- 
sance in puUk office and prosecuted. iJti is cufting 
all the pressure at Ms command to kill the three- 


pronged investigation by Cbngress. 

It is doubtful that McOellan will yield since he does 
not need LBJ to get redected and fliere are no tkele- 
totts in his closet that would make him susceptible to 
Uackmail. Note: Drew Pearson is diligently trying 
to dig up a scandal to discredit the hard-hitting prober 
from Ariumsas. 


Sen. Everett M. Dirksen (R-IU), who in 
his youth wanted to be an actor, can 
dance a mean pirouette on Ak . Senate 
Floor wbea LBJ asks him to swit^ sides. 
Other things dxnit the changeable senator are as 
phoney as his convictions. 

Dirksen is known far and wide for Ms mellifiuofus 
voice and touselled hair. These trade marks have 
made him famous. 

Only a few insiders know that Dirksen’s voice has 
been trained so well that he speaks in his sepulchral 
monotone habitually. But when turprbed, he has a 
habit of squealing like a schoolgirl. 

Dirksea’s hairdo is the product of a certain Wash- 
ington beauty shop which twice each month marcels 
Ms coify locks and dyes Ms hair silver. Dtrksen’s 
favorite beauty operator is a “Mr. Jack” who sets Ms 
s^ypointment after normal business hours. * 


PREm 

EVEREH 



"What’s in a name?” rhetorically asked 
Shakespeare. But- ; Bard Avon 
was in error when be minimired the 
importance of names, or at least be 
would be in error in Washington, D. C. today. 

The name of "Cohen” is a mighty name in Federal 
ofTiciaMom. Most taxpayers are somewhat familiar with 
the name oC Weldon S. Cohen, Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue. 

If you want to organize a corporation to operate 
interstate or sell stock to the public, you will have to 
secure permission from Manuel F. Cohen, Chairman, 
Securities and Exchange" Commission. 

If you have Federal problems involving health, 
education and welfare, your fate may depend on a 
decision of Wilbur J. Cohen, under Secretary of HEW 
or a legal ruling by Joel Cohen, Assistant General 
CcuRscl. HEW. 

If your problem involves public welfare, a final 
determination may be made by Shepard Cohen, Finance 
and Business Manager, Department of Public Welfare. 

Or if you advertise too aggressively or enter into a 
gentlemen’s agreement on fair prices you may be prose> 
cuted by Fletcher O. Cc^, Assistant General Cbunsel, 
Federal Trade Commission. 

And again quoth old Bill Shakespeare: "that which 
we call a rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet.** 


AROSE 
IS A ROSE 


During the recent Middle 

UbServationi East crisis tte Turk, pre- 
vented our fighter planes 
from taking off by installing .50 calibre machine guns 
to cover every fighter at our leased air fields there. ’This 
story will be denied 1^ the Pentagon, but is known to 
thousands of American personnel in Turk^. . . . Pcdice 
in Millbrook, N. Y. recently arrested 4i persons at the 
estate of Timothy Leary, the LSD prophet. One pris- 
oner turned out to be Leaxy*s 17-year-dd son, 

The next morning father Leary appeared to post bail, 
wearing flowers in his hair. . . . Some political ob- 


servers believe that the Russians have made a deal for 
Zionist support of internationalizing the Panama Canal, 
m return for wdiich Russia will su(^x>rt internationaliz- 
ing Suez. . . . Since the new gun laws in New York 
state, a man can no longer shoot at an intruder in his 
own home unless he is attacked first, and he better be 
able to prove it . . . According to Naval intelligence, 
22 Russian flag ships and three Polish ships have hauled 
cargo each month to \^etnam for the past two years. 
Their monthly tonnage averages 178,500. . . . Willie 
Wright, Negro firebrand who played a big part in the 
recent Newark riots, is reported to have joined his 
friend, Stokely Canmchael, behind the iron curtain — 
in Ocechosiovaida. 

Earlier this year President Johnson launched a "See 
America First** campaign in an effort to keep more 
tourist debars in ffils country. Since then Lad Johnson 
Nugent spent her vacation in the Bahamas and Lynda 


Bird went on her second trip within a year to Europe 
after completing a » to Mexico with George Hamil- 
ton. And all of the LBJ family has been to Expo *67 in 
Montreal at the taxpayers’ expense. . . . Lynda Bird 
has been slumming around England with eight Secret 
Service bodyguards, six more than she gets when in 
Washington. "This is my year to live it up," she re- 
cently told Mrs. Angier Biddle Duke at a WUte House 
party . . . There are 30 USSR satellites in outer space 
now that are unidentified. No one seems to know what 
they are for. Could be nudear weapons. This was 
brought out in secret bearings before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. . . . Charles Percy, Rockefeller’s 
Senator from Illinois, once admitted before the Ways 
and Means Committee that tD of the BeU k Howel! 
knses are made in Japan. Percy made a bundle with 
Bell k Howell before he got interested in making money 
in politics. He is a great advocate of importing cheap- 
labor goods from overseas, thereby dirowing American 
workers out of jobs. 


Crystal 

Ball 



Last March, the Sen- 
ate, in the face of 
overwhelming public 
oppoiition, ratified 


the Consular Treaty. But to date the Soviet Union 
itself has not ratified it, altbou^ even Senator *^dly” 
Dirksen complained (before he switched) that ^ 
pressure on him from the Russian Embassy to ratify 
it was strong. WO predicts that ^ Kremltn will with- 
hold its approval of the treaty untO the U.S. grants 
unrestricted travel of Soviet d^omats in this Nation. 
However, the U.S.SJI. will not grant reciprocity. LBJ, 
under prodding of the Rostow-Fortas-Ooldberg gang, 
wni capitulate to the Reds. 


It wasn’t too long a^ that President Jc^mson was 
calling for a Far Eastern summit conference, which 
was planned to include all free natiofis. But already, 
Thailand, Cambodia and the Philippines have rejected 
the idea. WO predicts diat the co n ference srOl not 
materialize, thtis creating another blow to American 
prestige. 


Providing that he lives that long, within d glrte t n 
months Fidel Castro win move die oqiital of Cobn 
from Havana to die Isle of Pines. 


The Washinoton Obsekvek NewsLErm it pablUfcd 
tcfni-fnofkIbJy txeept Mtrch 1, June I, Se p tember I end 
December I when tubtcribert receive the quarterly meg* 
arise, lUs AsgnjrAM mssgust. Sebscr^tioe rate for 
the MsacuaY/OascavEa jpackace: 110 for one year. SIS 
for two yaaiB, $20 for me wart. Extm c o p fet of the 
Oaseavn, tSc mth. fmamkm to quota mated pro- 
vided the OasEXvn h gfres aa tbe so ur e e . Printed and 
nailed k Waddaaloa, DjC 4 however, nad all oor- 
reqxndeaoe to FjO. Box 130$, Torraaoa, Cal. 00305. 
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June 8 , 1668 



Newark, New Jersey 07108 


All •'« w*J'. '♦•N*-*' 

Wi(t) HEREIN IS ONClASSlflED 

^ ' V DATEidlicU-BYS^Jtifiai*^ 

Er*“>P 


Your communicatloii dt BAiy 27th^ with enclosures, 
has been received. 

In response to your inquiry^^^formation in our files 
must be ma int ai ne d as confidential pursued to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. The FBI has not and will not reveal such 
information to unauthorised sources. ^ d^n^er 

of IP irfor?nation being given out 
to ot .cr agencies of . .. t * ; 

^ ‘ '.I 

• ' " Ms - ' , ^ 

I am returning the newspaper clipping as you reqimsted. 

Sincerely yours, ^ 

ITl!dg5"Hbol^ ^ ^ 




Enclosure 
Newspaper Clipping 


MX COFTAIVSD 

BXcr.rrr::-^-SH0wa ■ 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. His enclosures 
were a^^r^ Pearson column captioned "Bobby ordered FBI to bug 
King's phone" and a postage stamp, utilized in reply. 
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,<L/ yt ^©5 

L'f(^ 
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■ P<L 0 AS^ R<^T^f^vv Th^ C^-/p/?)n&- 
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Bobby ordered FBI 
to bug King's phone 


The question of whether Bobby Kennedy, when attorney. 


general, ordered wide>scale wiretapphiK and eavesdropping ^ 

‘ * * .... . yersy. lUi alio‘ 



Che FBI has become the sobject of some controversy, 
very important in ganging 
Kennedy’s qualificatiODS to 
be President, and whether be 
is telling the troth. After all. 
the matter of the credIbUIty 
gap has become something 
of an issne these days. 

.In ‘this connection, this 
column has learned that, 
when attorney general. Ken- 
nedy ordered a wiretap prt 
on the phone of Dr. Martin 
Lnther King Jr. 

Kennedy denies this and 
other statements that be or- 
. dered or condoned the wide- 
scale wireta;q)ing or eaves- 
dropping undertaken by the 
FBI while he commanded the 
Justice Department He states 
that nowhere in the Justice 
Department is there to be 
found a aingle eavesdrop 
order signed by him. 

However, the facts to the 
eavesdropping on Dr. Ktog 
are irrefutable and wo can 
report them to detail 
Attorney General Kennedy 
, first ordered Dr. Kiiv bagged 


Peanoa 


to the FBI. During the 1160 
election campaign both Bob- 
by and his brother, the late 
President, had offered to help 
Dr. Cng vrtien he was ar- 
rested to Atlanta Oct If 
and refuted to post bond to 
oonneettoo with a dvfi-rights 
tobto. 

John F. Kennedy even to- 
sned a press release offering 
to help King, a gesture 
wUch had toqiortant effect 
the Negro vote three 


on July U, 1S63. His reason .we^ later. In Cook County 
‘ " it was the Negro vote which 


t was that 
with varions 
was betog 
them. 

order caused ua ipfto e 


was to toodi 
itmists and 


gave Kennedy his slender 
t,(IOO vote margin to Illinois , 


and won him the presidmey. 




' When, therefore, the broth- 
er of the President ordered 
a wiretap on Dr. King’s 
phone, the FBI was amazed 
and opposed it Coortney 
- Evans, who served as liaison 
officer between J. Edgar 
Hoover and Bobby Kenn^, 
toU the attorney general 
that King traveled a lot, ao 
a wiretap might not be too 
• effective. Also he said that’ 
the wiretap would have a bad 
^ reactioa among Negroes if ^ 


■ discovered. The attorney gen- 
(veral remarked that be 


to the least toter^ted 
to repercussions. 

^ He did not press the mat- 
lur, and ao the FBI did 
,not place any taps on King’s 
{wire to July, 1163. 

However, to October of that 
.year Bobby Kennedy atgned',' 
order for a tap on King’s 


* L Wires, and thereafter Klii^s 

/ C-o -/oil, 7 < 3 — 


thto may have been why ; 


On Nov. 1«, J964, Hoover 
calJed Dr. King “the most no- 
torious liar in the country’* 
after King bad urged civil- 
rights workers not to report 
violence to the FBI on tbe 
ground that FBI agents were 
Southerners who would take 
BO action. 

King hurried to Washington 
for a showdown with Hoover. 
Emerging from the FBI di- 
rector’s office after their 
conference. King made a 
statement surprisingly favor- 
able to the FBI. He had no 
criticism for Hoover. Inti- 
mates have told us that Xing 
suspected Hoover was tap- 
ping his wires. However, King 
Bexer resized that the per- 
son who originally ordered 
the monitoring was Robert 
F. K«iiiedy, tbe man who had i 
odered to telp get Xing oat of ‘ 
jilL Lat« Kennedy a^as one 
of the most beadlioed bboub* ' 
en'at Kiag*i liaeraL * 



RED 34 ’ - /6:- v 7 


. May 29, 1968 



ioK^) 


Roanoke, Virginia Z401S 


Tour letter of May 25th, with enclosure, has been 
received and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to write 
and furnish me your comments in the matter you mentioned. I also 
want to thank you for your kind remax^* 

In response to your request, I do not feel it would be 
proper for me, as the head of a Federal investigative agency, to 
comment in tise manner you desire. I regret I cannot be of assistance 
to you. 


MAY 2 9 1968 

COMM-FBI 


rcHoT"’ 

4. jixigap UNCUSSIRED 




NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record identifiable with correspondent. Her 
enclosure is a copy of ”My Weekly Reader, a children’s newspaper 
pibllshed by American Education Pij ^H^ ations. The back page of this 
article has a picture of Martin tutherlung and extols his activities. 
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MAIL ROOM d] TELETYPE UNIT UD 



TRUE COPY 


May 25, 1968 


Dear Sir, 


Enclosed is a newspaper my first grade child 
brought home from school. I was furious - was I wrong? In 
my mind, this man was not great - As far as I can see, he 
was not good for my country, and my resentment runs deep at 
having my children taught otherwise. It reeks of brain -washing - 
My reaction to this paper is, I suppose, merely a culmination 
of many things which have happened to my country in recent years. 


Your opinion is one which I respect. Could I 
please have your thou^ts on this matter ? 


/'\ '< 
■' I 

V 




Sincerely, 


/s/ 



I y 


Roanoke, Va. 24015 


. • / 

v: 

/ V 












/ 




yC/C. 

REcas / 

auchirUKidW\l!Or;Gu; jAi:»u„ 12 juni 4 Bee 

.-:SREIN IS UNCLASSintD 




ISUNCLASSiRED 

OATEj-z/.x RY S~P«zJft»n/^ Vr 



' aU«OS«iONCONJ«»« 
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Honorable Junes A. Burke 
House of Representatives 
U^ashington, D. C. 10515 

My dear Congressman: 

Tour commj^Mttgi 
letter you received 
Masgadwset^, has been received* 




Mnga ^ 
/Weym og^ 


Ton may wish to advise your oonstitaents that any 
InformatlQn rentrding communist alfiliations or activities of 
Martin Luthenang, whether auhatanttated or not eammt be 
^i^&sed because m a Department of Justice order regarding all 
matters of a confidential nature, fii addition, you may assure ^ 
Mr. and Mrs. Eaton that we In the FBI will continue to dlschargs 
our responsibilittes with the h^^ubsi degree of tboroog^lineas and r 
dispatch. J 


MAY 2 4 1968 


Tour enclosure is being retoned as requested. 

Ssneerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hooror / 




Enclosure 

NOTE; Bufiles reflect previous cordial corr espondence with Con gressroan 
Burke. Our files ^so reflect an outgoing toH||m[|||m[^Pand her 
husband dated 4/5/65 thanking them for their kind comments and in response 
to their request regarding communism. They were referred to the Director’s 
books as well as furnished material on communism. 

"'“'SitrLir'...-'. 
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Borrow a Pet 

Children can borrow pets 
at a pet library. 

Children can keep the pets 
for a few days. 

Children play with the pets. 
Children care for the pets. 








/uw- /uejCb j 



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Dr. King was a great man. He wanted to help people. 

He worked for He wanted people 

peace and freedom. to help each other 
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Congrtttt of fbt Bniteb l^tateK 

X^oufe of iVeprtientatitieo 


May 22 . 196b 


Mr. T<^-lson 



Mr. C^liu'r.an 

Mr. Conrad 


Mr. Fflt 

:-.;r. Calc 

Mr. K<^sen 

Mr. SulJivon 

Mr. Tavel - 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

M.i-.' Ilulmos 

Miss Gandy .... 


Congressional Liaison 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

The attached coTiinxmlcatlon 
is sent for your consideration. 

I Please investigate the statements 
I contained therein and forward me 
1 the necessary information for re- 
ply, returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer. 




Yours truly, 

JAMES A. BURKE, M. C. 


EX-105 


io «T1968 
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Dear Rep. James Burke; 


May 12, 1968 


How about plenty of pressure on our liberal Atty General 
Clark for a complete Investigation of Martin Luther King? The 
real truth about this pro communists, which has been oppressed 
for years should be told to the Americans. 

Our lousy news media has painted this man as Christ, 
when really he was the negroes worst enemy. Congress should 
also Investigate the burning & sacking of the Capital by our 
leaders. ^ 


How about It. Do you agree with me on this? 

Yours truly. 



P. S. **Lets have Victory then Peace. " 
not a sellout in Vietnam 


wOOPYrnm 




(,.7f 






S«i. 
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Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 



Permanent Serial Charge Out 
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PEDERAL BUREAU OF IKVESTICATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


x\xx\x 

xwxxx 

XXXXX-X 


Papc(s> withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the Ibllow ine statements, idiene 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


D Deleted under e\empliontsl - - with no segregaUe 

matenal available for release to you. 

0 InfoTTT.ation pertained only to a third partx with no reference to you or the subject of your vequesL 
H3 Infontalion pertained only to a third party. Vour name is listed in the title only. 

1 I Documcntist originating with the following government agcncy(ies> — — 

was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

« 

— - Pagers) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties); — - 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon retum of the materia) to the FBI. 


Pagers) withheld for the follow ing reason! s): 


5^ For your inforrr.ation: t>c.eWa /o/eocesss-j/ 

M ^/// h e . a £ .A . 

m The following nurr.ber is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XXXXX 
J DELETED PAGE(S) ^ 
5 SO DIPLICATIOS FEE $ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
xxiaxxTOOixx^'x^'x^^^ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

XXX-XX*X 
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UNITED STATES GO\ J^MENT 

Memorandum 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) datb: 5 / 28/68 


SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1825) (C) 


CONTEMPUTED ^FEARANCE OF 
MARTIN LUTHErHcING AT 
WLUMBUS, aiio,“371>/68 
RM 

Re Cl letter to Bureau, 3/28/68. 

Because of assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
king, aasa Is Being closed in Cincinnati Division. 

■^-Bureau (RM) 

1-Cincinnati 


(3) 

RFM/Jdc 


all in? ORIVIATION 


REC-44 
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^ 190 ^ Buy U.S. Savings Bends Kegnlarly 


en the Payroll Savings Pla^ 


UNITED STATES Gv.vERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO The Director 

FROM : N, p, Callahan 

SLBJEC'l’: The Congressional Record 


DATE 


o 


tomt prt/.r to coaUiw* •SuStolTtl J u «ua, 
if* ifltorttitd to tot tocu to tlM t^^ li^t— b«tf Uwm «ko 

r robatlr an Mwtston to Africa V* •**“‘*^ ‘® » r«H tfitcioiiirt. 

by **r. L<^. lnctartBd tm #^ 1 ! IftclailBd a aarita Oi aditoriaa 

iJf. ktot. Tkto tdltortol tU(tt TtertioM *2*^^ MUt^ Tkt Traik About 

totrtiert, tot tkt rtcord ikov. Ttuu »kli« 

all INFOrWiON CONTAINED 
herein is UNCLASSIRED 

owc:i-aj-fr4 — J?YSfe,«j 
Dt. Kite tpoit oX ‘tiTU dUobodtooct* atd '*ttttttoo-*«mtg »(^Ttttok, 
wordt crMttd tUat rMitoksaott kid dit tittoUrtto t that OTart dtatoiOkuat to 
tur atifott to rtoUta, lootl% aad htoodahad. That tkt alaetrUy oX hit «a 
lor trttdoBi lor all tota twat bt *taaurod by hit lack ol eoactra <®r tM Irotcot; 

?aSS*«Lil sttk Vtotoa-M, «at tkto attUodt " 

U aot optt kottauy-to tha eatat ol aa*l*eomtM^^ w ^ 

bb»i>p 1«^^9P wtta UtofltUiad OommnafU, - • • lUa^ parilcipfttM iatM 

rotoatloat attack ao fT4 Oiroetor J. U4gMt lloofor to IH4, aeco^ tkt rei 
•1 aot protocUv tho tokhl rl»bU ol aoothtra aotrota aad dlrli rl*kU aatt^ro 
(ro& tot Itort^ la a ooltbratod totorrltw, to which ho alao orlUetood tod 
Back tbtrlito, ‘ llowror caltod Ktok 'tha a«8t krtortota Itor to t^ ^ 

Aiiar £oa4tJk Hoorar lalo tWa atala®ait» Ktai gal Haafar 

Mto toS Wtt7aa«gotU% thto^ rei dlcoctor wat laltortok 'tator tkt 
aattOBit hordtat, conipttxtttot aad rtapeaaltolUttoa el hit tlUot. * " * ’ 

Cr bAft^ a dttor«ta«l ttoa. bto atoo~to tor taroIuUy 

coaaldtrod opiatoa— a eltrtr dttoaaOkot. 

/<O C> '/0( ( '■ V- 

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the CongressianoH 
Record for ^ • Z J T reviewed and pertinent items were ^AYt W 1968 

marked for the Director’s attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of tl^qm^al memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and pl aced 
in appropriate BurfaujgQ^iC^sub^'ct, flatter files. 


ginal fil* 


Pa(M CM^rmsttu Asobroat^ (K) Obio. potota^ 

out tiuu 9t*r stiic* Um basUoiae of Martio LaUor Kloa'a eraaadaa, Mat,ro 
aoaaarvaUva Caorsa Stteylar hat tooa varatab fbay cochi taad oaly to vw<aaca 
aad oouM oat raea agaiaat nea. Ur Aattbrooii adviaad ibM aeauytar. a 
aavapaparoiaa, baa atraaaad that tba faat atajortt; Na»roas aad vbitaa do 
aut «aat or aaak Uia fclad of racial coalroaUtiena ttet aaarkad iUi^'a earaar. 
ihr. Aaidbrooh plaead ta tba Kaeoni t«e articiaa artttaa by Jdr. Sebuylar aaa 
pobUabad la tba biaactkoatar (Na« Hampablra) Iteioa Laadar. Ba aiao laaaitad 
ia tba Kacord tbraa adltorlata traat taa Ualoa Loader, oaa of vUeb «aa aaUttad 
t Taa TraU About Dr. Kiac. ' Tbia fa Ua aa«>a adUarUl placad la tba Kacord 
b> Caoaroaacuui Parltii aad aat forib aarilar la tbia soaoraaduiu. 


5:- 



MAT W.tlOM 

MS MO }T I 

UNITED STATES GO . ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


The Director 


N. P. Callahan 


BJECT The Congressional Record 

C}21fi-E3U3. Cootr — o n ai a Itariclc, (t.) LouUUna, m»x*i 
Our toUow couBlryoiM BUt sadorctaad UuU Ikt M-ekli«d 0«iaoastrslWB«, 
taditaUlM, tad Tloioaca boiog pr*?olc«d acaiaM Anarica aad oox AuaricaB t 
iaatttalioaB ara aaltlMr speaUaaooa aor ladapaadaat. Tha laoba— 4al;riac laa.i 
raaaoo, aad ooaraatlea^BMat aot fca aliawad to eanoonaga taalr dialoMUv i 
witii auch daeaiUuJ aio^aaa aa 'iraa apaactk. ■ 'aoo-miaaca, • ‘diaaaa. ‘ oi- th» 
^stpathy-iadacJae latal el ‘poor paopla. ’ - » - - A Uatalv aad toavcat-pronucia^ 
mtaitaat aa axacutioa aad proraa aueeaaa of auch a pntgnai la tbc 
CoBiBUBlat 'raioria rarolaitoa Utat broasU Caatro to powar u Caba iiaa baan 
(4-apai^ b/ Ur. Mario C. Kah'y, Prasktaat aT tba da ucto CararaMal at 
* raa Caba. Caatao^a coolaaaad CaaBMaiat— araa alao aidad b> a cooparatirc 


ea aa a alfia ttoaa aiadla. ’ Aa iacladad Ur Aably'a atataoaaat «itb aU 
raotariui. Mr Barlca aiaa placad la tba fiacard atbar aUaealUiaaeBB Uaoia. 

Tata asatariat oeatalaad aa iatarviav Jaiia Brava oaacaralai Um COBimunlsi 
aiiiliaUana at MarUa Latbar Uap. Mra. Brava adriaad aaa vorkad tor toa 
k'hl tor aiaa yaara ia tba CaoiButaiat Party la Ciaralaad, Obla. Tba aoataria! 
plaead la taa Baeord by Mr. Barlck aiao la e l a d a d aa artleia Iroai tba Barald ot 
PraadoB at April t, 10S5, wdtttad 'Tba Bar. Martia LaUar Kl^, Jr. " Tbla 
artleia atatad "Karl Fraaaiaa, vba vaa a eoutar-apy tar tba PBl iar Iblrtaaa 
yaara, aoada a avora ata t aiaaat daptaaibar tl, ItU, Itoai vblcb *a qoeta la 
part, 'I baraby atao atata tbal Martia tatbar Klai baa altbar baaa a Maadaax ol, 
ar vUtlasly baa aeeaptad auppert traai, war aUt/ eaauwMUat traata, ladtnduiM^ 
aad^ai argaataatloH vbieb giva aid ta ar aa p auaa eamvalat eaaaaa. '** 

<Jotta Brova vaa aa latorsBaat traa» IWl ta tiSO aad Karl Praaaioa trea< 
iti6 ta l»S8 par tba Caaiaatlc lataliigaaoa Clvlalaa. ) 


In the oiiginal ot □ memoiondum captioned ond dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and plac 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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AU INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 





Your letter of May 24th, with enclosures, has been 

received. 


In response to your comnjMts regarding communist 
activities or affiUatiCmS o f T^yth^rKing^ 4nfnnnfltt^ of this 

natore, whether ^bstantiated or not, cannot be released because of 
a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. You may be sure, however, that the FBI will continue to dis- 
charge its responsibilities with the highest degree of thoroughness and 
dispatch. 


MAILED 6 

MAY 2 9 1968 

COMM'FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


AT'T* 

t' T SlZO'.Vii ' 

OIHSBUISB.. 



NOTE; Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The leaflet she 
enclosed was reprinted from the ^J^ta Courier and has come to the 
Bureau^s attention before. Her other enclosure was a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope which was utilized for this reply. 
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Bloomingdale Ind 47832 



Mr. Edgar Hoover, F.B.I. 


Sir, - 


Am encloseing a paper a neighbor gave us. 

He got some free ones thru the mail, then he ordered 
some and got them thru the mail from Colarado along with some 
other papers I’ve not seen yet. 

I am thinking of ordering some for my self if they are 

all right. 

I can’t imderstand how King was let go to do all this 
organizeing, and now got us where we are. 

What are we going to do with all these 60 communist 
organizations that King belonged to? 


AFTER riVE DAYS RETURN TO 



(Toomingdale, Ind. 478 32 

Return address on enveloi 




loomingdale, Ind. 47832 
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y6 ALL INfDli[|#1ION CuuiHi.YLw 
HEREIN ISUNCLASSinED 
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the AL<CV5TA COVRIM. )W.T t. IMS 


MARTIN LUTHER KING. ...AT 
COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL 



ThoM numbered it* Hm pictvr* or*: 

1 . ^rtin Luther King, Sr„ of tfi« Montgomory bo yc ott ond Hi* -•-- w . 

^SK>n, o counterspy for Hi* FBI foM^^^tt^^iri. SoI«t thltbS.*^ L? 2 L 

2 . Abner W. Berry of Hie Central Committee of Hie Communist Forty. 

JS2 Zir*r ““***“ 

*' riSliiJir"' ** ^ *0' C.mn^ T„i«i,» 

Reprinted from -AUGUSTA COURIER 

IF IN DOUBT WRITE -J. EDGAR HOOVER, F.B.I., WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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should reacquaint themselves before the past is forgotten — and history written 
from halftruths. ” This item entitled ’The Untold aory of Martin Luther King" 
is set forth in the Record. Mr. Perilloux included in his report a news item 
from the Yakima (Washington) Eagle of November 30, 1967. This news 
report stated ’The first disclosure that an FBI report existed which tied 
Martin Luther King in communism was published In W^ashington Observer 
Newsletter No. 13 in the February 15, 1966 issue. At that time Attorney 
General Nicholas Katzenbach refused to turn over this file to the House \ 

Committee on Un-American Activities. WO is now happy to report \ 

that the FBI report is not only in the hands of the HCUA, but copies are 

also in the hands of Congressman John J. Rooney of New York. 

When the FBI agents had King under surveillance they observed him meet 
a well-identified Soviet espionage agent at Kennedy Airport in New York. 

. - - - The Federal agents also adduced evidence of his unsavory personal 
conduct In Washington hotels and elsewhere and the fact that he had violated 
the Mann Act (white slavery). This is a violation of the U. S. criminal code, 
but neither Attorney General Katzenbach nor his successor, Ramsey Clark, 
would allow the FBI to present the evidence to a Federal grand jury. " 


markea lor uw 
portions of a copy of the^ 


^iginal memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
* or subject matter files. 


Original filed in; 
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Mr. Tclson 
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Mr. - 
Mr, Crlial^;.n 

Mr. Cnnra>i 
Mr. Fdt- 
Mr. 


Eiaanger, Rennucl^ 
Kay 18, I 968 


Hr* J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
V/ashlngton, D*C* 



Dear J^* Hoover: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAlNELi 
HEREIN I? UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE ivAi-/ BY SP^J/lf*iftL 

/Enclosed you will find a letter written to the Editor of 
TK 4 WEST EnH BE C ORDER, a^ubllcAt 6 on of the Kentucky Baptist convention. 

In his previous editorial, Mr* C. Y* Caley^Jmd praised Dr. Mar tin Lut her 
King and chastised Southern Baptists for their silence during the tlihe of 
his death. This week, the enclosed letter appealed. I expected something 
like this to printed in rebuttal. I have heard this charge against Dr. 
King also. However, I have never heard or have nev^r sean In print wh^e^ 
you said that he was a Communist. 

Charges like this against a man so revered by his race only adds 
more coals to the alr^'ady smoldering hot bed of racism that threatens 
to destroy our nation. If this charge is not true^ I urge you to reply*] 
to this publication or to me personally so I can answer this letter. 

As a fellow Christian and a man known for his honesty, I know that you/ 
would want the truth to be known on this issue as you have on all ethejf 
issues that face our nation. Thank you for any time you could devote to 


thla letter. 




Since rti; 



Z MAY j^B68 




Eric.: WESTERN RECORDER 

Kentucky Baptist Building 
Middletown, Kentucky 40243 

I ENCX'OSTtrp'. 


cor; 



EMCB 


a«nv Ao ir»ro 



ALL INFORMATION COMTAINl^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEO 
DATEUtf/ BYJ5WJL!1 


King A Communist 

Dear Editor: 

It seems to me there are more Import- 
ant and Interesting things to write about 
than Martin Luther King. In the April 

] 18th and 251h issues of the Western Re- 
corder you extol the virtues of King. A 
person can be a Baptist and a commu- 
nist. J. Edgar Hoover classed King as a 
communist or as being backed by the 
communists. I think you are towering 
the opinion Baptists and others have of 
our denomination by such edltorals. 
Harlan, Ky. H. W. Wood 
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May 22. 1968 


b'TCC'J 


ALL INrORMATION CONTAINED , 
~ cc?i, 

I have received your letter of May 14th and 
certainly appreciate your favorable remarks concerning my 
work. 

With respect to your tuptMea, while I would 
like to be of aaaiatance to you, information in our files must 
be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to be of help in 
this instance. ^ 


Sincerely y ou r s , 

J. Edgar Hoovet 


LJMAY221968 

COMM FBI 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 


WMGrlmg 


BEC-fi.p'f'ir 

^ s I 




rn&^AT2:S43B6 



p 


yyULy /U. ^ 



ALL INFORMAnomCOI 

/) ; ^NISUNCLASSIflTA/NQ) 

/ILuuy '■ '' — B Y^i) 


tsd^,c.^c^ 


^.Cirr^ 


^ ^ -fLc 

\=/ Ac< />t^ 

:t^~c^ fiL<r>^ur><uj..yL,^^ 2 7\, . , , , 


TRUE COPY 


) 




May 14, 1968 


J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


Could {ypo give me any information on the 
lat e Martin Luther Klngio r the Southern Christian League Conf. 
Did you investigate tnem & were you going to have a hearing on 
him ? I do not know how some people can think of this communist 
trained man as a great leader. 


It made me very sick to see flags flying at half 
mast for this enemy of the U. S. 

Keep up the good work & your health. 

Sincerely 
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HoAorablVjo€ Vool 
House of RepresentatiTts 
Washington^ D. C. 2051$ 

lidy dear CongraMmaa: 

~ ' -^aLT 

I have received your 

together with the copy of the letter from Dallas, 

Texas. I am returning the copy of his letter to you. 

la response to your eoastitiient*s iaquiry rmrding 
say communist activities or sfft nations ol L*ither piftfr you 

0 xay wish to advise him that information of this nature, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Apartment 
of Justice order regarding all matters^^xo^^ntial nature. 1 
am sorry 1 cannot be of assistance to ||||||^^ this instance. 

8iacerely yours, 

t Edgar Hoover 


Enclosure 

NOTE : Bullies indicate we have had limited cordial relations 

ence with Congressman Pool. There is one prior outgoing to 

dated 1-23-64 in response to his telegram expressing support df the 
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Congressman Joe Pool 
Cannort House Office Building 
Washington, D. C, 


Dear Congressman Pool: 

1 have read a great deal in the last few days about Martin 
Luther King being assbciated with communists and fellow 
travelers. It is my understanding that the FBI has a very 
thorough and complete file documenting this fact. 

Would you please request that the FBI make this file pub- 
lic knowledge so as to inform the American People about 
the true character of Martin Luther King? If indeed he is 
innocent, then this would clear the name of the deceased. 


CONTAINED 

HEREIN :5KNGL«iSSinED 
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CongreM of 4t «n(t(b 0Mtt 
Bouft of SipttttntaHkef 
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’ hiii^ /4 




196^ 




Sir: 

The attached conminlcation 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
ijcontained therein and forward me 
he necessary infomation for re- 
jply t returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer. 

Yours truly. 










f Vr. Mohr I 

Mr. Bishop — 

Mr. C«per — 

Mr. CaHuhan 
Mr. Conrad - 
^Mr. Felt .. 

' / Mr, Romd- 
Mr. SulHvi 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Trottei 
Tela. Room 
Mias Hviinfc’* 

I Miss Gandy.. 
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b rMpoose to your totter tA May 18 tb, with 

enclosure, while I woold like to be of aseistaBce to yon. 

Information eoocemtog possible eommnnlst affiliations of 
O 

Martin Lather King, w hether substantiated or ant, cannot bo 
released became of a Department of Justice order regarding 

'■W' 

* « 

ftU mittarf ot a eonfld*!^ I ragrtll eaimol ba of 

help ta tiiia laalaace. 


Sloeerely fo«np 
t Edgar Hoov# 


ALL '?f'^TAIKED 

Hrrr:;: ’"fied 

Excmr.' 

OIHEEWISEe. ^ 
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NOTE; Bufiles contalji oo Infomiatlon identifiable with corresp^ent 
^American OpSaion^ is a John Birch Society publication andj^robok- 


store operated the same org|rtsatiotte 
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Dear Sir, 


S;i8-68 



I would like a few moments of your time to 
find out some facts. I am concerned about the authenticity 
of the post card enclosed in this letter. Are the persons 
& places Identified on this card true ? It's hard in these 
times to find the truth. I am just an ordinary 100% American 
citizen searching for the truth. 


I feel the only way to get the truth is to contact 

^ople like yourself, who are in the position to know the facts, 
& inform citizens like myself. I love our country & if this 
card is true, I want to help fight communism & preserve our 
freedom. Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain. 




Respectfully 


t Springfield, Ohio 45505 
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was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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fro.n: C. D. DeLoach 




DATL: 5/21/68 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr . Bishop 
Mr. Sullivan 
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APPTOVEL O? WIRE TAPS AND MICROPHONES 

BY ROBERT F. KENNEDY - O 

Specific approval of wire tap on Martin Luther K ing 

Article by Drev/ Pearson and Jack Anderson, 

Friday, 5/24/6S 

Jack Anderson called and stated he wanted to speak 
in confidence. I told him if it concerned an official 
matter I could not agree with this stipulation. He stated 
he merely wanted to tip me off that Drew Pearson will have 
an article on Friday, 5/24/63, alleging that former AG Bobby 
Kennedy ordered the FBI to place a wire tap on Martin Luther 
King. He stated the article would probably hurt Kennedy a 
great deal. 

I told Anderson we would have no comment concerning 
such an article; however, that I felt he was doing us a 
great disservice inasmuch as the article would certainly 
dry up Negro sources of information who have been friendly 
to the FBI. 









Anderson stated he and Pearson were well aware of 
this fact; however, they felt that Kennedy should receive a 
death blow prior to the Oregon primary. I told him that, as 
he had been advised once before, the I3I would not become 
involved in bitter political struggles and that the record 
should be quite clear concerning this fact. Anderson said 
he well understood our position, and that he hoped Pearson’s 
column would not affect the FBI too much. I told him that 
^ remained to be seen . 

Anderson asked me if the FBI had disseminated a report 
concerning King's communist affiliations and sex life as of 
February or March 28, 1968. I told him I would make no comment. 
He stated he knew such a report was in existence and as a 
matter of fact he had read such a report. I asked for the 
identity of his source. He stated he must refuse to tell me. 

*. il told him we well knew that Ed Weisl, Jr. had advised him 
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' concerning specific information involving an old wire tap 
on King. I asked him point-blank if Weisl had allowed him 
to read an FBI report. He stated he had already admitted to 
ne on one occasion that i7eisl was his source in the Depart- 
ment, but that he must refuse to reveal the identity of the 
source who had allowed him to read an FBI report. The con- 
versation ended with this statement. 


We did disseminate an FBI report on King dated 3/12/68. 
It may be that Anderson is bluffing or it may be that he is 
talking about this specific report. It would be my thought 
that he possibly knows the date of the report, but has not 
been given a chance to read it. We nevertheless should 
f r ^maintain a strict "no comment" in the event Pearson's article 
/ appears on Friday, 5/24/68. 

ACTION - _ 

For record purposes. 
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Your letter of May 16th haa been received and 
I want to thank you for your kind commenta. 

fo responae to your Inquiry, the FBI baa never 
made any atatement to the effect that Idartin Luther King was 
a communist, hiformation of thia nature, whether aubstantiated 
or not, cannot be reieaaed becauae of a Department of Juatice 
order regarding all mattera of a confidential nature. 


Sincerely youra, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Belles contain no derogatory information regarding 
* who furnished information in a sedition case in 1943. 
d no correspondence with him. 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


A prominent citizen of Richmond and a member of the 
Virginia Legislature recently released a statement to a group of church 
leaders to the effect that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has "over 
and over again" declared the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther^lng was a 
Communist. ' — ■ 

I Will you advise me whether or not you or any other official 

•of the F. B. I has ever so designated Dr. King? This question is not 
prompted by idle curiosity. A group of churchmen of which I am a 
[member will discuss this along with other phases of social issues and . 
jwould like to know your estimate of what was Dr. King's true attitude 
•toward National Patriotism. 

With full confidence In you and the F. B. I as a whole, I am, 


Sincerely yours 




May 21, 1968 
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received. 


Your letters of 
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ALL INFORivlATION COfiTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSinED 
DATE ^//-g-/ 

May 15th and 16th have been 


Id response to your inquiries as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a coniniunist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. 



Regarding your request, I am enclosing some 
material which contains suggestions all ^ os can use in the fi^t 
against communism. You may also want to read my bo<to, "Masters 
of Deceit" and "A Study of Communism. " They were written to help 
readers gain an insight into the true nature of communist actlvitieB, 
both In this country and abroad. They may be available at your local 
library. 


Sincerely yours, 
h Edgar Hoov^ 
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Communism and The Knowledge to Combat It! 
Statement on Communism, 
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Dear Sir, 


someone. 


ChUHcothe, Ohio 45601 
May 15, 1968 

f 

I have heard that I can write to you (FBI) for information on 


I have become interested in M arti n Luther King and I would 
like as much information on him as you ”can" give me. “ 

I have one doubt about this man and hope you can clear it up. J 
Please, can you tell me if he was a Communist? ~ 


you. 


Please send this information to the address at the top. Thank 

Sincerely, 
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Chillicothe, Ohio 
May 16, 1968 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I have read your statements about communism 
and many other’s statements and books. I, like many of my 
friends is greatly disturbed over these many facts. 

I am writing to you for as much information as you 
can send me. I would like literature on what can be done against 
communism. 


There is one thing I would like to ask you. Was 
Martin Luther King a communist? Please reply. Thank you. 


/s/ 


Sincerely, 
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n, Tennessee 57843 


Dear 


v-« 

r"^ nr. 


Your letter of Uaty 7th, with enclosure, 
has been received and I want to thank you for your kind 
comment. 

Your courtesy and interest in brii^ing yoL. 
Tiews regarding the assassination of Martin Luther Kix to 
my attention are indeed appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 
j. 'Edgar Eoo^ 
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FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir - 






AM 


Hixson, Tennessee 37343| 
May 7, 1968 


• Mt. Mohr 


Mr. B hhcp 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Cal;fthan | 

Mr. Com ad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Caie^^A 
Mr. , 

Mr. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes | 

Miu Gandy 



Upon reading the enclosed article from the May issue of 
The Saturday Evening Post, on King Tiger, It brought to my mind 
that I had read In local paper editorial page that this Kl^ Tiger 
was to meet in Atlanta with Martin Luther King. I read this either 
during February or March. It dawned on me while I was reading 
the enclosed article that within 60 days after this meeting between 
M. L. King and King Tiger, that M. L. King was killed. It appears 
there may have been an informer within M. L. King’s group, as 
the assUsln seemed to know exactly where M. L. King would be 
staying in Memphis and the exact time he W3 uld be at that specific 
place. Also I remembered seeing on TV news cast M. L. King 
addressing people and It appeared he felt something was going to 
happen to him, this was after he had the meeting with lOng Tiger — 
This information may have no bearing on the case, but I feel better 
letting you know about it than I would keeping quite about it. 

Also I wish to thank you for all the great work you have done and are 
still doing for our great Country. 


Very truly yours, 





COPYinm 


all information contained 
herein is unclassified ^ 
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I t had been nearly a year since I last saw Reies 
Lopez Tijerina, and under the hot lights of the 
Los Angeles Sports Arena, he seemed strangely 
out of place, a white face among the black, a wide 
peasant face that belonged to the pihon. the sage 
and the cottonwood of northern New Mexico and 
not the garbage and rats of the urban slum. But in 
the hierarchy of protest there are no strangers, 
and now be was one with the black leaders gath- 
ered in the arena to ritualize the incarceration of a 
Negro militant accused of killing a policeman. He 
was escorted to the stage by a bodyguard of Brown 
Berets, Mexican youths with sunglasses and oddly 
delicate beards, and he embraced ^tokelv Car- 
piichael and Rap Brown before he be^n to speak. 

He had once been a fire-and-brimstone lay 
preacher and he was still a sp^binder, but now he 
was learned in a new rhetoric, the metaphors of 
long hot summers, past, i^esent and to come. 
“The brown and the black are here to fight the 
same enemy, and this enemy, the United States 
Government, is trying to oppress the whole world. 
The white U.S. Government does not want us to 
criticize him. but I will, because I see nothing ga^ 
in him. I ask the Government to repent, to join 
the black man and the Indian. They know we are 
going to defend our rights, even if there is some 
blood spilled. The she dog, after she has had some 
pups, will not run from anybody, and we in New 
Mexico will not run from anybody. 1 say, ‘Bladk 
Power, yes.’ The black, the b^own and the Indies 
have b^ selected by the forces of nature to 
march together, fight together, even die together.” 
“Piffl,” came the shout. “Viw Tijerina T 
The predominantly black audience waved post- 
ers and damned the police. Some members recited 
their litany of violence. “Army .45 will stop all 
jive,” they said. “Buckshots will down the cops.” 
It could not have been a more vivid contrast to 
the first time I heard the words “Vita Tijerina” 
last summer outside the courthouse in old Santa 
Fe. There, amidst the sun-baked adobe, time 
seemed to have stopped. The somnolent town be- 
longed to another place, another era, another cul- 
ture. Standing under the hot afternoon sun. several 
hundred Spanish Americans, their faces burnt and 
seamed with toil, repeated the chant over and over. 
Police eyed them warily. The passageway leading 
to the second-floor courtroom was blocked by a 
state-police lieutenant impassively holding a loaded 
shotgun at port arms. One of his troopers frisked 
roe and then passed me to another, who patted 
me down a second time, even removing the eraser 
from my automatic pencil to examine the contents 
inside. The precautions were for the arraignment 
of Reies Lop ez Tijerina on charges of kidnapping 
ana assault with intent to commit murder. 

RN( ,i/:c 


King Tiger 


He called himself Rey Tigre, or King Tiger, and 
his dream was nothing less than the establishment 
of an independent nation, an alianza of free cit\ 
states in the harsh, unyielding mountains of north- 
ern New Mexico. Basic to his plan was the return 
to the people of their ancient Spanish land grams. 
In the 16th century the conquistadores wrested the 
Umd from the Indians, and after being given title 
by Spain, passed it on through generation after 
generation of their descendants. Theoreticaliy. the 
grants were respected when New Mexico b^me 
part of the United States, but in truth the Spanish 
Americans, their power by now diffuse and diluted 
were systematic^y stripped of lands and privi- 
leges that had bi»n theirs for centuries. With a ve- 
neer of I^ality, the railroads took rights of wa> . 
the Government formed natkmal parks. Other 
tales of gringo plunderi^ are less savexy. There is 
the story of tlie territorial governor who pardoned 
a murderer, his quid pro rpto being 45,000 acres of 
an old land grant, and it is told in one village how 
God-fearing parishioners released title to their 
grant after their pi^ts threatened to excommuni- 
cate anyone who did not contribute to the building 
of a new church. 

I wanted to see the country and drove north 
from Santa Fe. Buttes and mesas and canyons, all 
in reds and browns and golds, stretched as far as 
the eye could see. It was a landscape of hope, but 
in the villages all I heard was a chronicle of despair. 
I drove to adobe namlets over rutted dirt roads 
that were rendered impassable by the slightest 
rain. In one village I was told that the children had 
missed half their school sessions the winter before 
because snow had closed the roads. Of the 23,000 
people in one northern county, 11,000 were on 
some kind of relief. In Mora and Taos counties 
nearly half the families existed on less than $2,000 
a year. “A modem house.” a state welfare worker 
told me. “is a house with indocH' plumbing.” 

Forgotten by the state, old resentments still 
smoldering, the descendants of the conquisiadorts 
turned to Tijerina, who at the vep^ least, whatever 
the plausibility of his dream, articulated their dis- 
omtent. Dirt poor and land hungry, this onetime 
itinerant cotton picker turned revolutionary 
roamed the high country, a peasant Don Quixote 
in search of windmills at which to tilt Once he 
served “eviction” notices ot the current owners of 
594.000 land-grant acres. Another time he and 
several hundred followers laid claim to a national 
park, formed their own government, and “ar- 
rested” U.S. Faest Rangers (or trespassing be- 
fore they themselves were run off the land. Then 
one day last June, Dot Quixote became El Cid 
With a Kore of his followers he sl iDPed jQto the 
sleepy, bedraggled village of Tierra Amarilla. 70 
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north of Santa Fe. In a blaze of g unfire , they 
stormed the county courthouse. Th<^y "pUiniJed 
shells into the wils, critically wounded two 
lawmen, and released 10 of their cohorts from 
jail. Then the raiders melted away into the hills 
from w'hich they came. 

The National Guard was mobilized, tanks rum- 
bled north, the entire state-police force was alerted. 
It made no difference that Tijerina was finally 
apprehended lying on the floor in the back of a 
car. complaining of a stomach-ache. The peculiar 
alchemy that makes a “personality*’ had already 
taken place. Tijerina’s release on bond— his trial 
for the raid is still pending— was all that was 
needed to keep the mixture brewing. 

For months now- 1 have watched the legend grow'. 
Tijerina came from New Mexico and traversed 
California, speaking at its campuses, hammering 
home his points on television, attracting the under- 
ground press, the new left and the entrepreneurs 
of protest. I could see why. His quest, absurd and 
gallant, had the potential for reconverting the 
fallen-away, bringing back into the mainstream of 
dissidence those people who had grown guiltily 
ambivalent about the general momentum of chaos 
building up in the nation’s cities. His cause was 
devoid of the ambiguities of urban ccwiflict. Out 
there on the mesas, there were no nagging worries 
about the mugging down the block, the rape across 
the street, the car boosted in front of the house. It 
seemed to be a cause of simple Spanish peasants 
with nobJe agrarian ideas, not of surly unemploy- 
ables wfith low I.Q.’s and Molotov codctails. 

The parable was wrenched out of context. Tijer- 
ina had become a curiosity, a symbol of revolt. 
The goals of his revolution, never very dear, 
seemed to have vaporized. Now, this Sunday at 
the Sports Arena, Tijerina was talking about his 
“mutual -assistance treaty’’ with the leading black 
militant organizations: “The two peoples agree to 
take the same position as to the crimes and sins of 
the Government of the United States of Amaica.’’ 
He was talking about the war in Vietnam: “I 
wrill not fight against our colored lMX)ther8 in Viet- 
man. 1 would rather spend five years in the pen- 
itentiary than do this.” He was talking about the 
power potential of the Spanish-American people. 

As the cheers reverb^ted, a black militant 
told the audience, “While we’re talking revolution, 
he’s making revolution in New Mexico.” More 
cheers. I asked (me of the black leaders what 
the “alliance” was expected to accomplish. He 
shrugged and smiled. “Those who know don't 
say.” he said. “Those who say don’t know.” The 
afternoon suddenly depressed me and I left the 
Sports Arena. I feared that what had started as a 
cat^ had become a commodity. 

John Gregory Dunne 
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While I would like to be (d aulstance ia ccmnectlon 
with your letter of May IBth, with encloauret Isformatioii cooeem> 
lag posaible conununiat »wtnan»w of Martia Luther Kiag^ wbedier 
Mbetaattated or aot, eaaaot be released beeanse of a Departmeot of 
Justice order regardiag all matters of a eoofldeotial aature. I am 
sorry I csnnot bo of bo]p In this Instance* 

Sincerely yoors^ 

7. Edgar Eoovar 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D. C. 20535 
Dear Sir 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN ISUNCLASSIflED 


T^ttached is a photograph and data alleging pr. Martin Luther 
tKlngj^Jr^be longed to sixty Communist front organizations . 

This data Is receiving rather wide circulation In the Indian- 


apolis area. Additionally I have seen billboards In various 
parts of the country displaying this same information in 


recent years. 


In an effort to be an Informed citizen and to deal truthfully 
and factually In such matters, I ask your assistance. Can 
you attest that the pictorial and written material enclosed in 
this letter Is accurate? Your comments and Information would 
be most appreciated. 



Sincerely 



1 Atch 

Cy article from 

The Augusta Courier 
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The obove picture wot mode by on employee of the Stote of Georgio, at the Highlander 
Folk School in Monteoglc. Tennessee during the Lobor Day week-end of 1957. The phot<^ 
gropher wos tent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Educotion. 
The Highlander Folk School wot obolished by on oct of the Legislature of the Stote of Ten- 
nessee at a loter dote because it was charged with being o subversive organisation. 
Those numbered in the picture ore: 

Mortii^uther King. Jr., of the Montgomery boycott ond the Birmingham riots. Karl 
Prussi^, o counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges thot Martin Luther King 
beio^s to sisty Communist-front orgonizations — more then ony Communist in the 
U^cd States. He is promoted ond encouroged by the Kennedys. 

2. Jwner W. Berry of the Control Committee of the Communist Party. 

Aubrey Willioms, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans- 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteogle, 
Tennessee. 

/ These "Four Horsensen" of raciol ogitotion have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
fond violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "raciol notioiMiism." 

Reprinted (ram - AUGUSTA COURIER 
’ IF m DOUBT WRITE-J. EDGAR HOOVER, F.B.I., WASHINGTON, O.C 
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! ^ May 15, 1968 

ALL INFORMAIiON CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLA8SIFI0 
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ngeles, CaUfo 


Your letter of Bfay 8th hfts been received and t 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your comments on the matter you mentioned. 

I can assure you that this Bureau is making l^ery 
effort to carry out the investigation relating to the slaying of M^- 
tin Luther King with the highest degree of thoroughness and dispatch 

Sincerely yours, - 

j. Edgar Hooiae; 


MAY 15 1968 
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I i" e c 1 fo o ?. i s h i n v:pi t i any of thi s , bu t it's. Just 
a thou^l'-t vrlzicli hr.s occu':*3?ed to iMe. 

If only ::v.ns :je-cn't so readily available and so ‘freely 
purchased every *\norlcan v:ould sleep bettei^ ni.r;hts; 

'..’ith every vish for your eventual success in this' 

natter. 


Sincerely yours. 



?.3.'lG.ve liberal re::ards been offered by our '^overnenent 
for infernation leading to the assassin^s arrest ‘perhaps 
so, and i have sinply failed to read about it. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSTO^ , 


May 17, 1968 
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Mr. Hoover received your communication, vith 
enclosure, on May 14th. He asked me to advise you that while 
he certainly appreciates the concern which prompted you to contact 
him, it is contrary to his policy to comment on material not pre- 
pared by personnel of this Bureau. He regrets he cannot be of 
assistance to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

//^7 

Helen W. Gandy ^ 
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An 

Isditor, Paterson News * 

I disagree with Senator 
Case and all politicians com- 
peting for votes by heaping 
Amors on yartin ^ther 
3PS deatn waS 

tragic. Also tragic is tiie suf- 
fermg and destruction be 
caused others. He spoke peace 
jiad war followed. Dees Dr. 
Xine compare with the hon- 
leranle George Washington? I 
nggest we ask J. Edgar 
teoover’s FBI. 

^New York honored Fidel 
i wttb a ticket tape pe- 
Castre boMred us with 
aimed at America*! 



Sr. Kbif Was a profes- 
agitator caasing un- 
^ tarmoil in this na- 
tion. Tunnofl has destroyed 
other nations. Can we survive 
turmoil and remain free? 

King lived in one city. He 
went to a distant city to cre- 
ate trouble. He was killed in 
Ibe very troubled area be 
created. It is tragic that any- 
one should be killed or have 
his property burned or loot- 
ad. It is ironic that Dr. King 
was killed by the fruits of 
Us labor. 

Our representatives should 
^udly support thejx>licy of 
Chimgo’s mayor. Where are 

THOMAS rUSCALDO 
Preakness Ave 
me r- . Patersor 
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->pLr.sJS*-^.^rsii.i»T-rs s: 

I would li^c to p’jilicize it. 

1 i:iii ycu ?lea== ch^n«l it to a departaont for enough checldng to assure us of 

03 its authenticity? . 

§ J 


Tharic you. 
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Very truly yours. 
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COC^UNIS^ m KS^FHIS, (pcT? ^ 

ALLHir 0 '^:(!.VnU;:CnMWN £0 
HEREIN iSi^'CL^SSinED ! 

It night surprise you what a little ncwspn^t reading- tod rosoarob 0C3“ 
ylold. Most citizona think Cccaunica ia way cvir U;ere. scnevhex^i btit la 
it? Wako up, Kotnphianal . 

Kcnphis had a visitor on February 6, 1968« B ayard Rustln o»e to KC3^ ! 
phis. Who is Bayard Rustln? « 

J, Edgar Hoovor aaidt "Bayard Rustln wr? oonvlctod for sodony, a Tiolatld c/jf 
of the Selective Service /ct and was an acSit.^ v nenber of the Tovav: // 

Caczunist League” • (Docmentatlons 196? Ft^ Af proprlatiooa t pg« ?^) 

2* Rustin i:^ actlvo lu the C «r*uniwWdcn^ na^>ed ‘/^erlcto ?bxaa for Sooial 

Education. ( Documentation j The Se; ?»port, pg« 3^# 1957 Report) . 


.H • 


3» He wont to Russia in 1958. ( Doo.s Shreveport Journal, Aug« 8, 1983) 

•?t * 

km Ho attended the l6th National Convention of the Ca&Bunlat Party* (Root 
Alien Stang”a ”It»a Voxy S^nrl*”, pg. 112) ' 

3 * Ha bscass secretary and advisor to Martin lather King is 1955* (Roei 
Now Toric Times, August 10, 1964) ' ,,, 

6« He believes ”it’s time to broaden the fight— «.ond to aoek allianooo 
with liberal sources of power like tha labor nniona". (Dooi Maw Xoric 
times, August 10, 1964) 

Ho organized the 19 63 march on Vaahli^ton, R« C* (Doos National 
view, Septembor, 15# 1964) 


7 . 

6. 


.-:.r 

}bistin,King and Shuttlosvozth formed the Southezn Chriatlan Laadorehip 
Ccs^ference (SCLC). (Doot Stang'a "It*a Voxy Cimpla”) ; 'f 


The SCLC has had close ties with the Southern Conferonce Sditnatloti VbM 
^Doo: The State 


(SCBF), oper^%u)d ly*^-ro welWocnn; Coentmictaft. Carl tod Anna 

of touiaiana fioarineo on tu» CCS? «2g?u5A%at-lon). * 


10. 
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Rustin addressed AFI*-CI0 group in Memphia on FbbnMzy 6 , 1968 . Tho 
Memphis garbage stzdke startod five days later. (Dooi nCapbiis CCESas^ 
olal Appeal, February 7, 1968) 


As garbage piles up in Hemphia, ono of Bayard JbiStln'a aoquaintanoto . j 

- rT-^poara on the soono leading demonstrationa.. tho Rov. Jamoa K* X«awaca« Tho ! 
iGv. Lawson is well qualified to lead tho narohera, Who la Jaaoa M* LaaracetT V 

V,' ' 

" 1 . Ho was inprlsonod In 1953 tor refusing to rotator for tha draft* X 

Kcaphis Cccsercial Appeal, Ncmabor 26, 1967 / ^ ^ 

• Bo atudlod passivo x^eaiatanoo in India for throe yeare* (Doot levs oed .. 
Courier of Chairloaton, 3 * C, Koroh 15 » I 960 ) ^/^ *. * ' * *’ 

1 ^ ■ 1 " ' ■ ef^dosotiE ^ 


2 





Ho IrrtitTitcd tho Carl olcz^ey cnscol to tt»a Ticslirat '*'/• ‘‘.; 

. > . ITcnnodly. (Dool Bouthoro Pitrlott Jwio»:l96D / #.i. :* r,-r .. *r ^ {.3 

.*■' » — ' . ' , . ; , f.-j ; : v. / .tXoU 

.M * <>. Eo tr^ivolciS to Eoith Vlotj« in I965, cjx^r-.'Trroi ^y.Ecyari Easr^ln’o-vv tii. /. 

" • i ^I^3lLcr«"chlp of Fu>conolliatlc3 (px>sp. (loci tXF cocani^i3» Oot* 2, I9o5) 

•. • ^ ‘ ' 1 • Y.. '.•<• '( Jia if. ■** !*•» '* ♦ :i r ffi-.r Y * 

; . 5, Co cufcotltutcd for Martin Lathor Klnj to tho Latin /norioag » r^rolutlca. ^ | • 

. .• *,‘-'1^ no:>-Violcnco ccotin^ in Kontovidoo. Pr-a^uaj'. (Dooi Kcnphit * 

/ '*^*fr*'Ccl:iitar, Key 21 g 1965) 1.' ' . :v. ^ ‘/^ ;•. ‘.r.jw.S ire3^/i *t '•X 

' . * ‘ ‘ . 'w i '• f f r, 0 Cn'^i «>r<l *>o v* • 

■ 6g. Kio xicno oppoaro’ca tho lottorCicad of tho'/:scrJc3<i . '^V* * ' 

' Dhicn' (iLCU;), (Dooi • ic:^ lottorjo.^)- -a 

. . 7. dcTbd out of Vandort>Ut for inottdns ctrlli,iii»rf555#i*: <Cooi.n .:•> v 

fliai ippoai) ^ * ;• 

y ^ ....... • ; •. i . I*ry: > i;l. .'j’-vv*': oi tK*v;t‘. i 

- ^ ; 0» Eo ren for Kcaphi# oobool t>oard in I967* (Dooi CocasoiolaX ippool) • » 

. ; • - . 7- r. V ,tMr i. tn^t'^nrXi o!C if 

' ' i: *9» led p<3Tro2^ marohoj In th6 ncapMy, garte^a Vtxllco^ ^ ^ (f^C ri Pocst^w^ % < l 

dalArpoal). • , ..■'•■■'■ '7 :r"*!-4.V 

i ; ' 1^^./ . • ;f -"r*; *.r rM'.'VO* ■•'. ’v/ ^ nr" ft:K>l •ftT** 

‘ , 10* To ca:? colootod to attend tho All Chriotlaa Poaco Confo|bnco.in, //Tj f / 

Cscchoclorakia, in Kardh and April, 1968, Iho trip la apoaoorod hy tho 
*j y . ration:^ Coimoll of Qvxux:hG:> find tho Kctlsodlst Chunsh^^ :(Doo|v',Cgc=om ^^7"/ ^ 
/ loial Appoal, ^^&l^3h 2, 1958, pj« .16) ^..‘. ro>i') *■• vr>r.^’ x Ir*:. i: • '*A v» 

**' V*' : Btat<^.onts havo boon nado that Kcnihlfl nay roaliUo •Urban Upheaval* 

'^ ; this £u=aor* Cccaunlis bollcfToa, that otit Of; conflJ^.Ccaoj projrMO%-- l<^i ^ 

' * o^^rxiara that Raatta and Lawson agree, (A?; k.: 

If it in a *long, hot* atc^aor, than looh for tho hoya «dio got In^rueta'i 
5 < 5 lone" fi\n Ropo^x/, Hanoi, oi^Orca Pregto*T ItU idno»li« oall 4 opado.i^ jipi^.^jj ‘ > 
/,•' tJhl:ut^Ui ^ ^ •' • t-. ^ »-iC ;.t. > . /yV\ 

M.v. . V'; ,.: . , > ., v’;.. {1 j.-,- rtli ot • ■ r. ^IT. <,;?? *0* 

M^.: V ’ . > • ■ Dirtrlbctod by EPOO (Eniif^icii^Pcopls'.^ -.o^Sj* ^ •’ 

'.■... :* . .. 3 W 3 •*' ; '*: 

>.. . , . , .,' ^ Ifc-yhlfl, ;T<atfinaoc3 ^ai^ •• -. ,V; 


..y ’*^7 ' ‘ lo i i ‘/tf vTwvH)%^ — ; 

o.*:* ..i'^rv'T , . - ^ • f r .»j /h/.^ f o;i* no rjHr-MJT 

TcT'iv.-'i, .K »•/ h >£ cS ^i<:VilStV,^ SIv’^ ai ruUMrC 


eo.C; Cri J rJ X *a ) OfrcaKi#iZ eiw r>K ,i 

, ;. * ■ . ^ ^ ^ •■■..'■ -i . • r . • : :^• N - '-» • V. ■•'*.. 4%4/:V a * - •• ’ ii- * 

rv«:c. ^j’i\ :nu n:: at 

■ 7*77 ; •■ ,'•• ;■. ., ,' ■•■:;'■' : 77 ^"'' 





ALL INFO.'?;v!ATIO,\t CONTAINED ' 
( HERm:S- iJCaSSinEL JL‘: • • 

caraKic: m nE-sats, csasssis , 


imiL 


1 


THz *k!:al* turns lcxbsb no. Jiu. 


' t' 


S* | •!* * / . 


KinT t h3 to»’t>ro«TVo n E proaohoc that ■bcjd* lavs ehoi^iXd bo uiolatod* Klrj • 
blcr.03 Chioa^o \ii>on •failuro of tho city ofn7ialo***to coot dccanla*# 

of Ciicc^o Ko^rooi** (Rofi u.S, Kowa 7/25/65) Sczotoins msidorod ^ 

tior.2Hy \jnlcvful cannot ^uotl^ unlmrful noand*fd? tholr x^:)obXution» »tW03 • '/ 

V'79T'^i> oc’ro a pi^ht". (Eaft FBI BulXot1j», >ipt* 1966} 

• V‘ • . *i " y!--!. .Ir 

Klrr Anarohi«t{ blcicd tho' polled 4jV‘Lo5/Ahsolo8 for tSo'Xi6tlTj.T‘*<f *^.i *^**- 
in v;att3ni-~ . ‘-VJVansao Qcsottoi 6/20/f>:.7’ Xflw7/ij-**ncro Tlolenw eccea* » ^ 
pany Kir.s^ JuHa Brown, a Kosro a oi'»ntor«p7 for the FE3kt * 

doooribed Kins An oncay to Anorloa# tWv Ix^oSatlB Doaoopat, dprl3U 2967)' .; 

’ * k. • I / ;Xo ' 

KtnT PT ninat /j?r rlaa i K© ©alls for dofoat of /sorlaa In Vl^at.usc* (Fpf|:.v»S« 
news, 5/b/£7r i»o call© the Bnltod Btatoa »tho-groatoot purvoyop of riolooa# ? 
In tho world". (Raft Chloaso Trlbtmo, 4/6/67). ElnSi nor© than onoo,; 
nandod tho aboliticn of the Rcnra C6olttoa on C^iborlocn Aoti7lti©a«v.^,y; . 

»/»i ^ . j ‘ 


tho Id, an Ting oritlol&od tho FHI, iooording to J. rdsar Hootop,**!!^ 
han adana.'t«ly poi'isod to cco any official of tho FI 


. I tho cost notorious liar in tho oountry*. 


__ F0I.*.I oonsidor Kix^ to ba 

(Rof. 0.3. Kw, 1V30/64) 


h int? tha Soolall sts Eo ondorsod tho voi^£ and goals of Nos\ar* Thcaasu Asosloa^s ■ ‘ 
rjr7 5ooiaiiflt, (Kafi Kew fcoica* l^i/30/64) King has pohtribatod to IID .••• ^ % 

(Looguo for Industrial roxooraco), ona of tho cost influcn viol ©ooialist grou^.;' ' 
in tho Uni tod States, (Hoft Congressional Rooord Infoxtaation on IXDt 10/12/62} . r 
Ho has oontrlbutjd to tiboration . a sooiallstt paoifict publioatlon. > 




^ J'- 

vj 


|vf - ? 


and tho Cctmunlstst Qoorgo S. SohuyXor, an outstanding Kogro doarnaUst# . 
vi^to that I *^t dirootly or indlrootly has Dr. King. »ade any oootributlon ' : - 
to world (or ovon donestio) peace? ,*« Sho .Laniti prize yould havo bcon^fo 
soproi-ilato fer Mr, slrco it is ho ctsn fast fc? css so young. anossir^ 60 
C^unist-fl'ont oitatims." (Bsf rilxinohostor PMon leader* 11/10/64)7 *m%v' *• > 

' \ i' 

! Tr3. iObortg Ahenm , an FBI ttndoroovop egeni, psi^sod Anno and Cart. Smdan - 
Southern ConTorenco Education. Fund (SCEF) ps ctaboro of a Coxannist c6Il. ^ 
(?U)f. Sunday Star, 12/12/54) King, la 1959* wanted tho Brodona to boocco • - 
'^7part of his Southom Christian Loodorship Coaferonoo* {Raft Louisiana ^ 

/Corsittoo Baport on SCEF, Part 2) . / v v/. * V\ 


Hrnter Pitts O^Doll was in King *5 eT^anisntlon nstll I963, althou^ the *a;« V 
HCCA c}:?oacd him os a member of tho Kational Cccsilttoo of tho Cepanzdst * 

Party la I96I. (Bofi ECuA Baport» 1962) ‘ ’ i**'. . 




I ' j v- 1 


&TvnTd Rustln lo idonttfied as cooretary to King ia tho OczaualBts* ^23^ 'I/ 

. .. . g^g_ ^ 4. ; 


tforT^ r, 4/12/ 5?» Acoororjig to . 

codc^ and was an a&iitted acabor of the Zbuag Ooasuzdst League* (fief© 
ApproprtaUoaa. 1967. l»«o 94) • 

OiOLOBDaS 
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• s/ce2;; ':7 if; jrisrxToo • 

' • i : 

, —1 • 

.1'. ■,! ir; .vvrr^.' wr 




; StoVr>l y Cftrr>lft>»AQl^ cni Klnj cppsarcd tc2^‘thcr*f.t‘tho '^''; 

wAitod Uatioast April. A5* i957» 4 ■ 

^ ■? * *'• ■*»'» ■ . * ' r •»->•**«»,- r^»T'* . I hv\i* -5>» ’■■?',>:» ♦,.* * •**./ Ttj pVf»^V* < 

^ ^ C ‘ Eizi 3 tdhrocatco V3 got on tho cido of , iho CcciTifiiijts 

‘ ^ ’ oluticn, (Rofj CongroosJonal Bocordt 5/2/6?) ‘ " '* .* i 

' ■** king cc^ VO cuct cooso roslctinj Ca'sisiist ^ ^ ^5^^ 

•►tvcng frca tho bogiming in Vict» Ksa*# (Rofi Coi;i,:.'9-PiOTal. .: 

Ijf * ^ _T A ^ At... wiWi 


•• . • “ r 0;.'i: i,* .f'*.'.*. t vI. •. ijn rjTrt 

• .. , : .}. ,)CaSSSJOSm. «;.♦ fti t-/.<- I - 




Being a Kogro doe 3 not grant King Isaiunlty ;fjpca oritlolca# B2£«5222-ii -r 
na!co hia a speoial targot. Raco hao nothing to do vith tho «tter^c8f ar^ ; 

• ccticno vhlch oxnoso tho . teal liartla Lather Klh2» 

■ . .BTE c:ru imo Ecczsam roa id iiacHFa'd EVtt,7s'roa 

LOIKE33* by Edi3W*d Burico .:^ ,'. *-.v. ' • • e;,ioiO ;rd *i '<..u.^r {Vf;_f r:n_\ ;fT^y '■.'•J, ;■ 


35; ccxstaoti r.*AM -*0;. i.-:*xow ci 


yoa aro Intorostcd ln doing caaotMngf'.ccxstaoti r.'v*' -‘c;. i.-:*xow ci V’t'*. 

V ’ '• ■ * » *1 t» Sw/ . 

V V . . . - , . , . jpoc ^E.^Oldhtca'-PcOiOo-ca CoaaadCaAif. iny^ r.‘ ' 


..... Bo* 30073 V V ; \ ^ 

^L*.r . i H^iaphtS- T” ntX <rs :^<>A «cT? i /.V-'* 

• cr.>;> .. i,- x: • /•*** ' xtejhiJBt Tcanhaoco' 33l30.vic orsri.oZwi) niSarryTo^ to *.' '•>: 

c.‘7.. rj .ir/» \t ,*'::.Vi • t*ird2 ’cr|.4:jS *^On) • ' • 

/-..T'lc/.'iM :'re:\) S/n.1 iV.Cdr.X*xx:0 .rtt jfdJoC t.trf le >i/iq 4* . . 

(S dlftT «vW0£ m dioqe^* ^ • 

• . • ' V • ' * 


/p - 

ENCLOSORE 


r»o0 yriKiX o.;t lo;«i;xf.7.ix;j>->^d/£'v.v ta a'^v h.-m ^7>« ' * ’. '‘T 

'* ’• •" V . •■:/ •'" ■ *V! •tr'V *' ;• 7.: v^**^*: ‘ ' '' ‘ i. * 




ALL INFOI^MATIOM CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCUSSIFIED 

RY SP«/o<t»H li . 

piKMcmt, ni 4 » 7 > 

•AC, CSICAOO (1O0-AS9S0) <•) 

BACUL BUTOBAaCBS fOUOTXM 

AMAssounoR or tuBTOi umn 

5pw, •«., onc Aao, iLUROtt. 

BtanuoM smnio 4 /a/m 

■■ 

a* CUeac» S/ 14 /«t. 

mttUg forth UfonatfoM «»aMi«Uf chRtfoaMI attfor. 


AXBnb 
TO I 

noi I 

■OBJBCTt 


mr n®**^***.?* **• <u«il»h«4 fo«t0B I, 

nstb II Oroup. foaMfoa, IllUafo, 0.». Mforasp, «mi 
fonrlc*, hath at Ckicsf*, Ultaafo. 


. ^ ^ A «••• »f tkim 

i»r taforMtiM. 
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jirantloD MlJitlDg to otatlstlcsB 

|!!fTff?T/68 rioting mm roporto4 In thm Xblcngo Trlkuno 
on 4/20/SB ooald bo oubotnntlnlly oorroct at this tloo* 


Chicago lo ■alntainlag cloao lUiooa with tbo 
Chlcnso PP and additional portinoat Inforoatloa will bo 
furnlohed tbo Wurwau ao rocolwod* 


I? 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply ^ Pimte Refer to 

File f\io. Chi cago 1 00-3 53 56 


Chicago, Illinois 

^ ALL !0.: GOMWNtu 

HEREIfs IS UnCLASSIRED 
^ATE BY r/VJ/g*f(^ 


RACIAL DISTURBANCES FOLLOWING 
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING EVENING APRIL 4, 1968 


On May 14, 1968, Ray O’Mally, Office of Chicago Corporation 
Counsel, advised that in connection Tith racial distur- 
bances which transpired in Chicago in early April, 1968, 
nine police officers were listed as having been injured 
during the period April 5 through April 8, 1968. O’Malley 
stated that figures available to his office reflect 2,685 
persons were arrested by the Chicago Police Department 
during period April 5-14, 1968. 


who J^^^umlahe^re liable information 
in the past , advised that ”Riot Committee” 
appointed by Chicago ^^^HyorRicnard Daley for the purpose 
of investigating matters relating to disturbances in Chicago 
in early April, 1968, will inquire into the amount of money 
in possession of persons arrested during disturbances. 


stated purpose of inquiry into sums of 
money arrestees had is reportedly for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether any organized conspiracy may have 
been present in association with disturbances in Chicago 
in early April, 1968. 


hy 


yadvised that the "Riot Committee" contem- 
plates hiring thirty attorneys of both the Negro and white 
races to conduct the inte^^^wfi of all persons arrested 
during the riot period. ^^^^^Pindicated it is contemplated 
approximately 2,000 person^wno were arrested will be inter- 
viewed in an effort to ascertain if there was any conspiracy 
or if they observed any Chicago police officers looting. 


' ^£j)This document contains neither recommen- 

V da t ions nor conclusions of the Federal 

I .. Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is 

.. the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be destroyed o^^i^ your agency. 

'/O 07 07a ' 
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RACIAL DISTRUBANCES FOLLOWING 
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING EVENING APRIL 4, 1968 


^further advised that 
Chicago Fire Conaiss loner Robert J, Quinn Is scheduled to 
testify May 14, 1968, before **Riot Couittee". 



The '*Chlcago Tribune", a dally newspaper published 
at Chicago, Illinois, May 14, 1968, edition, contained an 
article on page 17 which indicated Chicago Superintendent 
of Police James Conlisk and his aides appeared before the 
•Tliot Committee" on May 13, 1968. The news article indicated 
the meeting was behind closed doors and Committee Chairman 
Judge Richard B. Austin stated Superintendent Conlisk was 
most cooperative and he and bis aides were questioned about 
police actions from April 4 through April 12, 1968. The news 
article indicated Judge Austin stated the committee bad found 
no evidence so far of failures by the Chicago Police Department 
and had received no evidence of any "overall conspiracy" 
behind rioting which occurred at Chicago, Illinois, in early 
April, 1968. Judge Austin advised that the "Riot Committee" 
in its investigation would "pull no punches". 


On May Sheriff, 

Cook County, Illinois, advised that the following individuals 
have been declare^dec||sed by a Cook County Coroner’s 
inquest. SheriffljH^^related that individuals whose names 
are listed below were declared victims in the riots which 
occurred at Chicago, Illinois, in early April, 1968, All 
addresses are in Chicago, Illinois. 




Willie McMullin 

Negro male, age unknown, 

found at 1201 South Kedzie 


P. Holloway 

Negro male , age 16 , 

found at 4135 West Ifeidison 


Cyprus Hartfield 
Negro sale, age 32, 
found at 4115 West Madison, 
death due to gun-shot wound 
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RACIAL DISTURBANCES FOLLOWING 
ASSASSIMATIOK of liARTlN LUTffigR 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING EVENING APRIL 4, 1968 


Jessie Tboaas 

Negro male, age 25, 

found at Rc^sevelt and Sawyer, 

death due to gun-shot wound 

liarvln Carter 
Negro male, age 24, 
found at 6824 South Halsted, 
shot by police 

Robert Dorsey 
Negro male, age 45, 
found at 4255 West Monroe , 
death due to gun-shot wound 

Clifford Webb 
Negro sale, age unknown, 
found at 6437 South Halated, 
death due to gun-shot wound 

Curtis Gefro 

Negro sale, age 31, 

found at 1230 North Larrabee, 

shot by police 

Paul Evans 
Negro sale, age 29, 
found at 4402 West Foster, 
death due to gun-shot wound 

The May 15, 1968, issue of the 'Chicago American*', 
a daily newspaper published at Chicago, Illinois, contained 
an article on page 4 which indicated "Riot Cops Get Overtime 
Checks". The article indicated that checks would be issued 
to 7,258 policemen who worked from four to 76 hours overtime 
during the riots April 5-14, 1968, at Chicago, Illinois, The 
article continued indicating the checks ranged as high as 
$350. Total extra pay for police and firemen will be 3.8 
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RACIAL DISTURBANCES FOLLOWING 
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING EVENING APRIL 4, 1968 


nil lion dollars according: to Chicago City Conpt roller Otto 
Loser. 

The April 23, 1968, edition of the **Chicago Anerican" 
contained an article on page 22 captioned '*$700,000 Riot 
Funds to Guard*'. The news article indicated Illinois Governor 
Otto Kerner released $700,000 from the state's disaster fund 
to cover the costs of the Illinois National Guard during the 
April, 1968, racial disorders at Chicago, Illinois. 

The news article stated about 10,000 Ouardsnen 
served in the disorders at Chicago and two battalions were 
called out in the earlier rioting In Carbondale, Illinois. 


- 4 * - 
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. Airtei KH:^EINISUNCLASSIfIQ) . 
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To; f AC, El Puo 
Froiai^^Oirtetor, FBI ^ 

’'EC-52 

^*7(^1 

>, TEXAS 

KESEAIICB TifORRXSPSNDEIlCE AMD TOQBfi 

BUDED: 5-31-68 


iiiSlSS*' -' 


Enete o od or* two eoptoo of a ooU-oia^lMiatory lottor, with 
o acloou r o, Sited 5>1S<M fr«B c iptta m e d iBdMdoiI whortin ho lUccM hi 
heard a dteeauten ea TT to the oSoet that two FH Agvks said teartta 
Lidher Kiag wao a wmanmlot and coald p row It. 

Dpoo receipt <d this eom m tmlcatloo QHUValmXl^ 
latenrlewed aad aivteod of the eonfuiiattol aatare at oat fltea. With regard 
to hte conuBOBto In the feorth parasraph «( Ida lotto' he riioald ho advli^ 
that the FB is atrietlx aa la?asttgattre ageoeF ot the Federal Oor o r a ino a t 
aad, ae each, does aot deteniitiiB whither prooeeattre aettoa will be «tder> 
taken in any attoittOB aad that aaeh dertslona roareratiig TtelaMais of Federal 
law are wttbla the provlaee el the Atteraep Geaeral. At tteee of laterrtew, 
hla letter to the Boreaa shoold bo askaowledsod aad the tdmtlty of the Afeats 
who he allegee eaade the otaleiaeat that Kina «aa a eownnmlet tttoald be 
determlaed. B UoaOOod, appropriate aetioa sheald be takes to ebtate 
afOdaTtt e Ires the Aftato Imtred which ohoeU be eohoUted to tht^paread 
Mii^githSwtto appropriate reooaueoadatteaa as to adailatstratlToaett^ 

MAY itter mot roeotvo sqteAtteas altaaltoB. Bwfa d P-ll-U. . 


/ 



li 





Eactomir^ (I) wei-ni., , 

.,-i KEc-ortiio!; 

X • St. Louis > Enclosares (4) t R T 
1 - Mr. CalUhan - Encloeures (2) A 

NOTE; BufUes contate no recoed MonWllahle 
.enclosure was a letter to the eiditor type surtlcle 


,, . 

' Midland, Texas, which appeared In the Midland Flare newspaper add wtacn 



ient's 


s critical of 





eulogizing of King. Our fifes show no record identifiable 
. / ^ HCSrgky 

ETYPE UNIT □ 


:g^ (10) fjjXuAr^ -H 



( 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I 

Washington D. C- 
Dear Sir: 




5-13-68 


^7 


? Tolson. 

Mr. Dfl. 'acb 

Mrf Casper 

Mr. Cal la t an 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gale/ 

Mr. Rt 
Mr. Suli 
Mr. Tavel .... 

Mr. Tn.tier . 
Tele. Room — 
M.6i Hoiuu-S 
Miss Gandy. 


I am inclosing a copy of a letter published In the Midland Flare 

newspaper. 


This King Bit has me buffaloed for some time. I heard on T. V. 
when he made a statement where he would favor only those laws of the U. S. A. 
that he felt he should, and as you know he did not ot^y a lot. 

I heard a discussion of some people in St Louis, Mo. where two 
F. B. I. men said he was a Communist and said they could prove it. This was 
on T. V. a couple of days before his end In Memphis. 

n all these things are true, why is it none of our laws can stop a 
Communist take over as they seem to be. 


I know of a lot of business that was lost by companies hailing 
Martin L King. 


A lot of people are fed up with Kings Image. What can White 
people do to get the train back on the track of Tionesty & principle ? Every 
politician seems to go to Washington and throws in with OKing disorder & 
etc. It looks like now that laws are dlscrlmli^lng against the White 1 






Best regards 










COPY-.hcv 
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ANSWER TO BILL m0H0j<WiiCM|1^ OT MISIANI^ 

nu^ ii ItrinoaCBi WWnd, ’t»B .;j| 9> aot B ««mbar <4 )L . 
tlM loi^Qiita I 

1 jlRd « f^'oM<4iiMow4Ba^c«& t Itav* alwrayt i- 

ibMn pfovji KI iUirtrtbBfji^SOtrliriw ^ r*e#nt BM]>ldu >9 of Martaf ' 

Luthar Bn# *B a moim-atf Uw CHSM, ipB pf a»* flj(»a9 of tha Amarloai 

^Vintara Mm boRn tab MI iSlBaSd —‘all dofandlng tha oouaby 


iONduig of Maitlrf -^ - 
IftOa of the Amonoon' 
dtfiod the liwi of 


4 • f 

T^l 


hlotdit; 


bora 

School 


boon l|^C^Vlat Kam, and lo tty kncwirlodgo 

Ihoir honor* - • ^ ? S 

^ demonsb'Otlgos hoye qwBBfi looro ' : ^ ^ 

and inurdoriog in the United Statot Ihog ^ othAr 
li^ eoet the tax j^yvrn of the Unltod Stote* BilUond ^ doUero* *v. 
Mm^^^ond dettonetratlono that Xing tnttigated toderal troops Were sent ;h 4 ‘ 
Justice Oepartttont and Supr«ne Court sat idly by Ip ^ j 
thft phi meted out. - f 

being named "Robert £. Lee High School," — whether 
Robert £a. Lee was a great general^ hiatory it history^ and | 
MttW^ileoatded as such -- *|ust as Martin Luther King will go down in ^ f 
ilobel Riace Mae Winner. You might stage a 8it«-ln, lay«*la, 
march one of the nonyiolent kind, where they loot, aiui^ « 


n adght change the name of the school to Merlin Luther King High ^ ^ 

' . i 

I I ^ ^ tr^er stateaent was i ^ made than the one made by | 

addressing (fie Weslaco Chamber of Commerce, namely, 

[t Maiftlir Tittiar ling contributed much to chaos and turbyience in this coyotty* ^^ 

^ otM miMkm la that Giavemor Gonnally tried to retract the etatouttSfit^^'^^^ 

, It &jBy observation that you do not live In a eectloa of tcMrn where the . k ' 



( 


) 




Your letter of May 10th has been received. 


I have never made any etatemenU to the effect 
that Martin Luther King was a communiet, hiformation at 
this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all mat- 
ters of a confidential nature. 



MAY 151968 

- TOMM-ret 


NOTE: Bufiles 


Sincerely yourSi 

ALL IKfORulATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UMCLASSIFIED 

contain no record ot corre^tndent. 








FMGrkce 




KfC-0 

t 


Bishop 

Cuper 

Cailohon - 

Conrad 

Feit 



Siilltvon 
Taval 
T rottar. 
Tele. 
Holi 


1968*1 




MAIL ROOM IH] TELETYPE UNIT U3 
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’'lX-115 

REC . /o 7 ^ 




IMS 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIRED . 


Your letter of May lOtb, with encloaore, hae been 
received and I appreciate the Interest which prompted you to for* 
nlsh me your comments on the matter you mentioned. 


The FBI is conducting an investigation into the slay* 
ing of Martin Luther King and you may be assured that we will i« piry 
every effort to carry out this Investigntlon with the highest degree of 
thoroughness and dlspateh. 


Sincerely yours, 



'HI WFcr" 
Ecrrir;': 


COVTATS® 

f-^TTiED 
-J- SHOWH 


glHHLSlSEa. 


?s Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with ^^esppn^lent. 
Her enclosure was a newspaper article by Caalritawan'reeardine 
the King murder which has previously been brov^t to theTBureim’s 
attention. . ' >- b« 
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Carl Rowan 

Serious Doubts 


Entertained That 


JlBangor Dally News" 
May 8, 1968 v 


King Murder Was Work Of One Man 


WASHINGTON — The en- 
tire U. S. intelligence 
paratus, including the mili- 
Ury end the Central In- 
telligence Agency, has now 
become involved in the in- 
vestigation of the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. 

k Evidence gathered by FBI 
gents in one of the most 
lasatve probes in the nation’s 
history has forced serious in- 
vestigation of these poaaibili- 
ties: 

1. That James Earl lUy. the 
alleged assassin, was the hired 
Idller in a Cuba-Red China 
plot 

1 That the ’’assasidn squad” 
the Soviet secret police was 
somehow involved in the plot 
S. That Ray was hired in- 
directly by certain black 
nationaliats who paid him with 
money made available by 
foreign sources. 

I The FBI has had as many 
las 2,000 agents working at one 
time, in cooperation with hun- 
dreds of local policemen and 
other U. S. tnte^ence agents, 
to track down every lead- 
including tha above poesibUi- 
tiet that tbo assaasinati(m was 
plotted with the intention of 
creating internal ebaoe in the 
XInited States, 

It ahoold be cropbarized 
that the dominant theory— 
and hope— among Omse di- 
recting the investigation ia 
ttQl that the killer was a 
kmer who murdered Dr. King 
out of his own crazy, racist 
views. 

But this theory loses aup- 
portete as each day goes ^ 
wiflioBt agents tuning up any 


trace of Ray, who Is linked to 
the murder and murder 
weapon by fingerprints and 
baOistica data. 

I FBI agents bddeve no loner 
could get food and drink for 
•o long a period in this coun- 
try without being detected in 
the massive day-and-night 
search that ia underway. 

This point, added to the 
now-known fact that Ray had 
plenty of money, has given 
credibility to the theory that 
Dr. King’s assassin wst a 
hired killer. 

I A growing fear in FBI dr^ 
eles la that file killer was 
given $10,000 in advance to 
murder Dr. King with a 
promise of much more upon 
completion of the lob. When 
be returned to his U.S. racist 
employers lor the final pay- 
off, the theory goes, be was 
slain and his body dumped 
where agents may never find 
it 

International intelli' 
fence agents have entered the 
tavestigation, however, be- 
eanae of Ray’s mysterious 
tripe to New Orlean*-«nd ecr- 
taiD of the suspect’a tripe out 
lof the country. The FBI rw> 
(portedly has ptiqioiiitod Ray’s 
movcmenta even to knowing 
which proetitoto ha qieiit 
srtiich ifight with in certain 
countries, but it has not yet 
produced meaningful evidence 
of an intematicmal plot 
Deep Saspkcion 
But fiiere ia deep suspicion 
of a Cuba-Red China plot The 
aasumptioii ia that, If the 
Cubans had mada arrange- 
menta to ^irit fiieir hired 


killer out of the U. S., they 
very likely killed him and 
dumped him in the ocean. 

tbtaUy-informed a o u r c e a 
here aay, however, that there 
is Bo ei^ence sriistsoever of 
involvement by fiM Com- 
munist party of the United 
States, or of any a^ter 
group of U. S. Communists. 

One source eaDed the King 
killing ‘'one of the most baf- 
fling eases in memory.’* He 
said suspect Bay *’just van- 

I lsbed in the face of fiie 
damndest FBI manhunt in 
ages.” 

Re also theorized that file 
slaying and escape were ao 
smoothly organized that they 
tend to discredit suspicions of 
Uack natkmalist involvement 
—but that “every possibility 
must be checked.” 

I The FBI is pouring vast 
jamounts of manpower and 
' mmiey into the search because 
ft knows its reputatioa ia at 
stake. It also knows that if 
Dr. King’s killer Is not found 
aS sorts of rumors wfll arise. 
Memphis police already have 
been accused of plott^ file 
murder, and the aecusafioiu 

I aooo could he hurled at 
the FBI «r other Federal 
agencies. 

Some of those directing fiie 
investigatioii are opniy bop 
ing that it wfll turn out to be 
file work of mt man; They 
fear the explosive repercus- 
aioiu if it turns out fiiat the 
murderer was a hired kfllcr 
for white U. S. racists— or for 
a iorcifn pmrfiT ^ i ■ — 


ml IHf ^ 





( 


May IS, 1968 




RIC-20 
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HHi: 


AUIHFORMATIOKWMNED 

PHHE HEREIN IS WICL^™ 

Iverne, New York JJL565 ^nATE3J-bi^— 


Tour letter was received on May IStfa. 

In response to your inquiry as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a con- 
fidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

•'* * h Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 


S JBT:mer (3) 






C-D - 

I 


X MAIL BO^ cm TELETYP 

MAY 2 I 







J 



Tc '/hoTTi It Ka'f'’ Concern. 

Since the death of }."a.rtTn T I have heard laanj- 

different opinions on whether he was good or bad for car 
ccuntiT-. I have listened to both sides but still cannot 
d-cide. A friend of mine is a K.T*C, Detective and he 
^laijns Kin 7 was a CcirjTranist and that IK Id Kin? is listed 
as a Consminist in yo>ar files, I de no> knew enough abc''»t 
hLu to agree er disagree, though I deught very much he 
is one. G'.’estien is, is King a cemiaunist or not? 

Please answer this letter as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your cooporaticn in this matter* 


Federal Ikireau ef 
A^ashiftjteu, D,C. 


Tours tr ulvji^^ 


\ , — r ^ y 

C0RriES?0|tmt 




A,L INF0R.'MT10?i 

HEREIN 

nATFp-//-// 




ex-115 


•tP A , ^ . May 14, 1968 

- / oC (.' 7 o 



Las Cruce s, New Mead c ogSOOl 
Dear! 



(p<T7(' 


received. 


Your letter of May 7th, with enclosure, has-been 


T3’ 


In response to your request, there was ^ prepared 
text for this conference and notes were taken by those Reporters 
present. 

The statement in the publication you forwarded 
represents an opinion expressed by the writer of the article and it 
is contrary to my long*standing policy to comment on material pre- 
pared by persons other than personnel of this Bureau. . t am enclos- 
ing a reprint of an article that appeared in the December 7, 1964, 
issue of the 'TJ. S. News L World Report'* which I hope will be of 
help to you. 

, -rTTlED 




- TT saoiNii 

- 




MAILED 9 


COMr.' f"I 


Sincerely yours. 


J. Edgar Hooveil 


i/ 




i\ : 


kE 




Enclosure /, 

Next: A National Police Force? 1 

BEC-D _ 

NOTE: Bufiles reflect prior cordial tor^sjx>ndence with! 

- last outgoing 4-23-68, when he advised that the Director, at IH^eBS 
on November 18, 1964^, fAade Che ^Mement that Martin Luther 
y JQng^ most notorious liar in the country and the reason for it in 

^^response co'^^hls inquiry concerning It. r 

p^jed/(3) ' 

(L 


ILROOM 1 1 TELETYPE I 


r^MAYr2l968M 


4^ 






Mr. J. Edgar “cover 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


i. .1 v ' v.i u .jihliiLii 

riEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 4 

6 « 7 * 


Dear Sir: 

Thank you for your very candid April 23 reply to my let^^ of 
April 16 concerning your statement about Martin Luther King, Jr. 


It would still be very helpful to me if 1 could have an exact 
copy of your statement in which you: comment was made. Also, I 
am enclosing a Xerox copy of the newspaper article which brought 
this to my attention, and I should like to know from you if this 
is the sort of use of your statement that you Intended. 


Your early reply will be very much appreciated. 







ALc o ..liKiiiLJ 

HERDW IS UNCUSSIRED . 

0ATEadmJYsmiyiA*<- 

io'Afc ^ 


ENCLOSURE 




herein is 

ktrrjk 


Maj 15, 1968 




fObc.70 3^(1^ 


Tour letter of May 10th baa been received and I am 
very glad that you chose to write me« 1 wish I could answer your 
questions about Martin Lather King but rules of the Department of 
JusUce» of which the FBI is a part, will not allow me to do this. 

I did WKjf that Martin Luther King was the most noto- 
rious liar in the country. I said this on November 18, 1964, at a 
conference of newspaper writers. My reasooiwas that he had been 
untruthful about the work of our AgqnCs. 

Enclosed is some*^ material about the FBI which 1 
hope will be of interest to you. 




Bi.hop - 
Camp«r - 


Ro.mi - 
SuliivOB 


T.I.. Boom - 
Holn*. 


% 


; |IAIL£D a 

MAY 151968 

POMMFBI 


atncerely yours, 
J. Edgv Hoovaf 


;ory Federal Bureau of hivestigation 


Enclosures 
The Sory c 

99 Facts about the FBI 


NOTE: ^i^es coAin no rec<|i^5|^4^re8pondent 

b' B 


fb 12 


JJW IP 9 



•smv 2T1S 







iT.T. r^'KIATNID 

7z it "T'Ipied 

E.tc-:TV.::ZKESH0WM > 

OIHERfflSS.. 



TELETYPE UNIT [HI 



( 


TRUE COPY 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Fedral Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am 9 years old. Tm in ^ third grade. Today I read in my 
’Weekly Reader” that D r, M artin Xuther-JCing was a great man. My teacher 
said he was a great man. My Father said he was a evil man and a notorious 
liar. He also said he helped the communist advance their cause. Who is 
more nearly correct, my teacher or my father? 


Respectfulo' 





•A ^ 




/Ji'~ . 7 


f Q 

/ . ,i '*V 

<: »CC 


.-/ -1-': / , 

J - '■L -. i >> 

• ' . V. . ; 


. .1 A>' ’ 

■ 7 ^ *."T» • y 
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^ ' 
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REC-59 ' ' ' ' 


Gttknv 

Dear 


\ Ktvr a 

W 

Lue. som&Ca: 


,/-.7 


Carolina J9605 





Tour letter of May 7th has been received. 

In response to your Inquiry as to whether or not 
h&rtin Luther King was a communist, informatioii of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden- 
tial nature. For the same reason I cannot comment on your other 
questions. 


VAILED 9 

1 , 1958 

COMft^ FBt 


Sincerely youra, 

fTEttott Boowe 






Bishop 

Cosp*r __ 

Callcdion - 
Conrad 
F*lt 
Gate 
Rosen 
Sulllvc 
Tav.1 
Trollsr 

Tsie. Room _/ I Ts W -' ^ 

HoIbss -—7 4/1 

■MAY*£"f°iS88' 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record identifiable with correspondent or 
William Highionah, Regional ^^rdlnator of the John Birch Society. 

l'b'i . 5 ' 

HCSillk (3) 
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ELETYPE UNIT 


□ 





TRUE COPY 


t7C<9 

29605 

May 7, 1968 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am a citizen looking for the truth. My question: 

Was the late Dr. Martin Luther King a Communist? 

William Highs mi th, regional coordinator of the 
John Birch Society, has charged that: 

(1) Martin Luther King taught in the Highlander Folk 
School, supposedly a Communist front; 

(2) For twelve years, Bayard Rustin recruited members for the 
Communist party. 

Are these charges true? 


Sincerely, 




Greenville, S. ( 


I 


/ 






/U7 

"-'TX, «5SS* 

5,^. ; 

^ '^ ■ 6 MAY 15 1968 
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jr^' 


-\<o 
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5/2/68 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


except WHEKE'SKOWE* *■ 


ti^TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO6670) 

\pROM: SAC, HEW YORK^OO-136585) 


OTlu-ivffXSE 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER 

SCLC; IS-C 
(00: AT) 


fc ^00-1365^ 

STRING, JR. 


AKD FIELD OrFICES \ 
Anviszr BT ROu;riro 
SLIP(S} O F 


*1 

• • -'ll ri. 


There are enclosed for the Bureau 11 copies of 

containing Information about a 
contact between STAHLEY LEVISON and BEN HOOKS, of the SCLC 
In Memphis, about the possibility of grr. n 

membership organization^ The source Is 

. teletype summary of this LHM was sent to the 

Inforaatlon has been furnished about 
"^TSON^^hought on conducting a membership drive among 


•Bureau (100-106670) (EiOr 11) (RM) CLiBS. K tn. 

(EnjpK. 2) (RM) ' iiASOH-fCIM 

(1-100-5718) 7 cOMIHPI?SCLC) Sea of BEYing^fcx 

Memphis (wpo) (Enel. 1) (RM] 


iu\jnj.nrjLb ttCiiC; ii|jt OT llTYii f f | i — 

l-Hlw^York^pL^-llnioj (^TiSIly LEVISON) (4l) 

?:2!: lilt comdif;l SCLC) {hi) 


1-Hew York (100-153735) (CIRM) (4l) 
1-Hew York (100-I36585) ' 


JP0:far 

(11) AOEHCTs ACSI, 


htidm 


OST t S£Cm SIRt ' 

ISD, CRP, fA0;S^J^ 


DATE FORN:- 
BOW FORW: - 


11 MAY 8 MB 


— 

/<-c ^ 

' COrTIDENTl 


Approved: 




(Agent in Chargt*^'”^ ‘ ^ ©fen 








CCK'nOENTlAt 



In Reply, PUoM Etjerto 

raejv*. 


( 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INTESTICATION 
New York, New York 
May 2, 1968 


Buflle 100-106670 




’ALL IHFOraUTION COilTAIim 
HI2?EIK is UKCLASSIFIffl^ / 
£TprT)T '”U33E SH0I& 

Martin Luther King, Jr.; OTHERWISB 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 

Internal Security - C 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information In the past, advltee^n May 1, I968, that on that 
date, Stanley Levlson a nd Beanffooks of Memphis. T*>nnes see, a 
mem ber of the pec Mlj^„i^oariUjC^ S_CLC^ discussed making 
the a memb^shlp organization. Levlson felt that they 

did not have to go In for branches that, at the present time, 
particularly in chu£c]^s. It Is possible to launch a campaign 
around the slogan "Xwillon to Replace One” . Levlson also 
noted thaf”the SCLC lias more^efttfy Into Yabor unions than any 
other civil rights organization. Levlson recalled that he had 
told Martin Luther King, Jr. that the SCLC never used the 
strength they have in the labor movement. He said that in 
the Black locals of the Teamsters Union alone they could get 
thousands of memberships with the cooperation of Ihe union. 

He added that the National Vice President of tn^^cklng House 
Workers Union In Chicago, a Negro, told Andrci«S^^ 

Vice President of the SCLC) that they would do~^these kind 
of things” with the SCLC, such as raising money, provided the 
SCLC backed up the Black members In those unions.^ 


cuss. » m. 
bkasoI'FCIU II. 
bate op 






APPROPRIATE ktSWK^Si 
AND FIELD OFFICES 
/•iVISlD SY ^UJIFO 
s^ircs} 

Ai3__i25S: 


NKITHER 
LUSIONS 


THIS 

RErr- : 

OF T:.E ViA. IT IS THE P. ^->ERTY 
OF TiiE P'jJl AND IS LOANED To YOUR 
AGENCY; IT AND ITS CX)\ VENTS ARE 
NOT TO BE DlSVili luted OUTSIDE 
YOUR AGENCY. 


K^UTTFO 





-aad 




j O ^ / 6/ APPROmA^Ambl 


POLOIUR^ 








Martin Luther King, Jr. ; 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 

Levis on and Kooks agreed that the meinbership fee 
should be $3.00 per year. 

Levis on noted the Board of the SCLC would have to 
approve any action making the SCLC a membership organization 
He said that there should be a Finance Committee and that 
Hooks should be Chairman of itj 



• 2 - 



( 
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Honorable Edwin W^^warda 
Bouse of Representatnps 
Washlngtcm, 0. C. t0515 


Maya, 1966 


ALl^NFORMATIOK CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCUSSIHEO 
DAT &t-ii-Vt RYmj<Hf^ 


n6(- 70 ~ ^yy/ 


\oxnk 


My dear Congreftnum: 

I reeel?ed your letter of April 30th. 


I& reeponee to your laquirieap I am not at 
liberty to dlecuee any inTeett^tive matter bandied by the 
FBI since information contained in our files must be main* 
tained as confidential in accordance vith regulations of the 
Department of Justice. Data obtained by this Bureau con- 
cerning Martin Lather King has been reported to the Attorney 
General^ and you may wish to contact him for any assirtance 
be may be able to render you. 


Since bis slaying, I have received numerous 
Inquiries from persons In all walks of life wanting to know 
whether Martin Luther King was a communist or had any 
communist affiliations. I have answered these req;uests 
with the statement that information of this nature, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released under provisions 
of an order issued the Department of Justice pertaining 
to all matters of a confidential nature. 


Hi. 


r\ 

V ' 






I 




Sincerely yours, 

I Edgar Hoorer 
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NOTE: Buflles show that we have ma&^i£^^!l|£kited but cordial 
relations with Congressman Edwards who ^s sleeted at special 
elections 10-2-65 to fill the .vacancy of the jate Representative T. A. 
Thompson, to represent the Seventh bi^ic^^f 'lioiiisiana. 
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April 30, 1968 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C» 20530 


’.wi. i^r Jh if^Al * 

HEREIN IS UrXLj\SSin £0 
OATEAZ^L 

^oif. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Many of my constituents have written or otherwise 
contacted me asking that I insist upon release by the FBI 
of all informati^op concerning an alleged FBI investigation 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and his associations. 


Would you please therefore advise: 

1. Did the FBI make such an investigation? 

2. Is the investigation complete? 

3. will the results of and information gained 
from the investigation be made public, and 
if not, why not? 



I understand from other Members of Congress that many 
American citizens are making similar requests and your 
Department might consider issuing a public statement in the 
public interest covering the general subject matter. 


At any rate, may I have an early reply to the inquiries 
herein above made. 


Kindest regards. 


fy(h 

u nCrj^ , 

EWE:dg 


FOR 

APPEAL IN Fy> 
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Cordially yours. 



LOUISIANA SijWrtrTt; YA^ 
-A 
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Honorable George Bush 
Houae of RepresentatiTea 
Washington, D. C. 20516 

My dear Congreaaman: 

Tour communication of May Otii^ with enelo* 
jpire, has been received. 

■55 

In re^>onae to your eonatUnents' Iwiairy aa 
to imther or not Martin Lntber King waa eonneeted with 
ammuniat acUvltiea, Informatioo of this nature, ntetber 
agjbatantiated or not, cannot be rekaaed beeauae of a Depart- 
n^t of ^uatice order regarding all mattera of a cbaUdentlal 
4kure. 

a ancloa^re lading returned aa requested* 

•i«A^i968 oineerely juora, 

coMM FBt Edgar Boovet 


Bneloaure 




y KfTEi We have had preTioua cordial correspcnden^^i^X^^resam^^ 
: , ^uah. BuHlea contain no re cord Identlflabk 

Since U la n^t known h^aban d 

fglfe.pr bf^ 5 twr and slater, tlbelrume^?enot^^ out In reply* 
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Dear Mr. Director: 


The attached correspondence is respectfully 
forwarded for your consideration. I would 
greatly appreciate your sending me any 
available information you have on this 
subject. Kindly return the attached with 
your reply. Many thanks and regards. 

George Bush, M. Ci '^g^AS. 
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Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. C;,Ilahan._ 

Mr. Cunrad 

Afr. FeJt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. jRoa gn 
Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. i*rotter_ 

Tele. Roo m 

Miss Holmes 

Mis» Gandy 
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May 4, 1968 


Hon. George Bush 

1608 Longworth House Office Bldg 

Washington, D. C. 

Dir Sir: 


We think you are doing a fine job. Keep it up. 

Right after the death of Martin Luther King, 
Mr Paul Harvey, news commentator, implied that the F B I 
had a complete file on King connecting him with commimist 
activities. Previously we had considered this to be ultra 
right wing gossip. We would be Interested in knowing the 
truth about this matter. What is your opinion and exactly 
what information does the FBI have on Dr. King? 


Thank you very much 
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SUBJECT: MAnTIi: LUn-IER KING 


Appointment \vith 

Senator Robert C. Byrd (D,-V.'.Va.) 
1/19/68 


cc Jar . Deboach 
i^r. Sullivan 
Kr. Rosen 
Mr . Bishop 
Mr, Bowers 




-“ZZ^ 


\f Tt^.f.oor 

Hoir.cs 


"'•rr/ 

/H'er- 


At his request I met v/ith Senator Byrd in his office at 
11 a.m, today. Also present was Mr. Barksdale, Senator Byrd's staff 
member on research and speech writing. 


Senator Byrd outlined to roe his responsibilities in the 
supervision of the District of Columbia Government. He told me he was 
extremely concerned over the pronouncements made recently by Martin 
Luuher King that massive civil disobedience would be staged in the 
nation's capital this summer. The Senator indicated it was time that 
King ‘'met his V» a ter loo" and that he felt this summer would do the 
trick. He stated this, of course, depended upon whether or not the 
President would allow sufficient force to "knock King down." 


1 Senator Byrd asked me if the FBI could prepare a speech 

I for him on the subject of King v/hich he could give on the Senate 
‘floor next week. Ke stated thereafter he would like to be kept up 
! to ca :e on the activities of King so that further speeches could be 
Imade. Ke reminded me that he was a great supporter of Mr. Hoover and 
the FBI .. Ke reiterated his responsibilities in connection with the 
D.C. Government and told me that, while other senators and congressmen 
v/ere aiding and abetting the alleged civil rights cause, he had con- 
stantly sounded forth a warning as to the attachments to subversive 
causes which many so-called civil rights leaders had. 


I told Senator Byrd and Mr. Barksdale that, while we appre- 


{ dated his great interest, the pressure of work 


3 -.,^^5 us from 

prepare the speech 


being of assistance and we, therefore, could not 
he had in mind. I stated if any items of a pub j j. , c _s ource „ patu re came 
!to our attention which we felt would be of interest to the Senator, we 
could, of course, refer him to the appropriate source which contained 


ithese items. 
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lUfiDW / 


Mr. Tolson 


Using; generalities, I briefed the Senator and Mr. Barksdale, 
in a very few nionients, about the swing to the left of various alleged 
civil rights organizations such as SNCC, CORE, and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. I told them that the Director had pointed this 
out on many occasions and that the Director clearly felt that the more 
these groups needed money and publicity, the further left they would 
swing in order to gain such objectives. 

, I told the Senator and Mr. Barksdale they should feel free 

]to call us at any time; however, we of course were restricted in what 
jwe could furnish them. The Senator e?:pressed appreciation and asked 
I that his best regards be extended to the Director. 

Mr. Barksdale is a former editor of a newspaper in West 
Virginia. Ke deplored the attacks upon the Director and the FBI by 
the Charleston, West Virginia Gazette, and stated this paper makes 
little impression upon the people of V/est Virginia. 

ACTION: 

For record purposes. 








Your communication of May 7th has been received. 

In response to your inciuiry, information in the files 
of the FBI must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice. However^ I can tell you that at a press 
conference on November 18, 1964, I nuuie the statement that Martin 
Luther King was the most notorious liar in the country. I did so 
^ecause he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special 
"Agents handling civil rights investigations in the South. 
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Sincerely yours, , 

Edgar Eoow 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
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(Postmarked 
May 7, 1968) 


Dear Mr, Hoover, 


Your file on Mr. Martin L//. 
has been secretly kept but now 
at he has died, will you make 
this information available to the 
public ? If so, I would appreciate 
any literature you could send me 
in regards to why you called him 
a most notorious liar. 



MR. CONRAD - 
MR. FELT - 
/J MR. GALE - 


^X^RO.EN 

I MR. GULLI 


^ MR. TAVEL 

MR. TROTTER - 
MR. JONES 


TELE. ROOM 

MISS HOLMES 

MRS. METCALF . 
MISS GANDY 


Sincerely, 







l£C-69 /i>0 


ALL INFORMATUN CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSin® 

HATE£://rft_ RYrp^jAv)/^ 

_ r l\ 3 c 







Your letter was received on May 8tb and I appi^iate 
the i^rest which prompted you to contact me. 

In response to your inquiry, I have never madi nny Ir ' 
Elements to the effect that Martin Luther King was a commpnist. 
ihformaUon of this nature, whether substantiated or not, ca^t be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regardin^all 
matters of a confidential nature. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hooveg' 


NOTE: Bufiles disclose outgoing dated 3<-23-56 to correspondent forwarding 
him a copy of the Director's remarks on the "Family Theater Program" in 
response to his request. Date of receipt of letter being used in reply as 
correspondent dated his letter April 7th. 
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April 7 , 1 S 68 


Feder'^'l Bareau of Investlgaticn 
rx. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
506 old rost Office Building 

.V a s hi n g t on , D . C . 2 0535 



Ml 

Mr. Conrad- 
UrJFat 

UtC 

Hf 

Mrf Tvotter. 
Tele. Room- 
Mis* HolmM 
MiM GMBiT. 


Dear I.j?« Hoover: ^ 

In these days of critical events, it is unfortunate 
that false rumors have been so frequently used. | 

A man, who is a very responsible man and holds a 
position of influence, has been^-^oting you. He states that I 

you have said t.hn ip Ln tbpryic-^ p£ Jr ^ was a card-holding i I 
communist. Naturally, he uses this information to further r 1 

his r-ncist feelings. \l 

l^'y purpose in writing is to make clear the record. We 
have great confidence in you as Director of our t.B.I. 

Personally, I have not read or heard anywhere that you have made^ 
such a statement. I would appreciate it very much if you would ^ 
either verify the statement if it is true or disclaim it if it 
is not true. IVy only motive in getting this clear is to stop a 
rumor if it is untrue. 

As a minister (white) I am endeavoring to present 
the Gospel, support our government, and endeavor to live what 
I preach, as best I can recognizing how short I fall. 

Ihank you. 


s-'^X 


Sincer *’ 


M I EX-iu^ 


y./ 
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May 6, 1S68 


*'/i 0 7a -s'A*-n 

Honorable Allen J. EUender >1 

united SUtea Senate M 


United SUtes Senate <0^c 5^' In ^ 

Washington, D. C. 10610 

My dear Senator: 


Your communication ol May 2nd, with enclosure, 
has been received. 


You may wish to advise your constituent that infor- 
mation in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 


|/IA»L£D 9 
j ioc3 

Enclosure 


I am returning your enclosure. 
Sincerely yours. 


J. Edgar HooveC 

'jaa nnTOFM.Mion c^^mbh) 


0IKER??ISS. ^ ^ 

NOTE: We have had previous cordial correspondence udt b^^enator El lender. 
Bufiles contain no record identifiable withflHIH^HIill^KBl^^HB^ 
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May 2, 1968 





Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


/ / / ■ 


c 

7 // /. /In 



;NF0«VAT!0W i;o3iKj<AuJ 

IS UNCLASSiFrt.'ri 

r' V ' 7- //'V) 


The attached comnunlcatlon Is referred to 
you for such consideration as Is warranted 
and for a report on It, 


I wilt appreciate your assistance In this 
matter. 



UNITED STATES SENATOR 



O 



( 


CORRES? 



39 -MAY 3 1968 


c 


( 




April 26» 1968 


I 


OFFICE OF 

nff 


APR 29 19S8 

ALLEN J. ELLENDER 


Honorable Allen El lender 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20000 

Dear Mr. El lender: 

I respectfully request that you take whatever 
action is necessary to have the F.B.I. release and make 
public all information concerning Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and his associations. 



Although I deplore the fact that he was 
assassinated, I feel the public 1$ receiving a distorted 
picture of his past and his alms. 

Yours very truly, 

loify 



\S yv'$'p. 

-'.r- a-ii-ri - {,o^^ 
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T REC- 59 


Mays. 1068 


^ ^ C ^ 7o ' 


he^in is unclassified 

bX<9 


Your letter of May let bae been received and I 
certainly want to thank you for your favorable commente concern- 
ing my administration of this Bureau. 

In response to your inquiry concerning any com- 
munist activities or affiliations of Martin Luther King, information 
of this nature^ whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a i^partment of Justice order regarding all matters of 
a confidential nature. I am sorry I cannot be of assistance in this 
instance. 

In accordance with your request, i am enclosing 
some information on the general subject of communism which I 
hope you will find of interest. 


wailed. 9 

.V 81968 

roMW-FBl 


Dincmiy yours, 


I Edgifi! Eoozsf 


airii 


Enclosures (2) 

3-27-67 Statement on CommunisttT '^^(Director’s) 

Let’s Fight Communism &nely! ^ 9 \ 


by($) 


,y 


NOTE: Bufiles indicate prior Wht^ing ytter to one 

of Macon, Georgia, tl-27-64.1n response to her favorable letter concerning 


i ^ the Director’s 


aks conference. 


^ £ 
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Atlanta, Georgia 3030c 
May 1, 1968 



Mr. J. Sdgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Bear Mr. Hoover: 

I hope you can give me some information I would 
like. ^Do you have any proof at all that Martin 
Luther^Kin g was a Communist? There is a picture” 
"of him in a Tennessee newspaper purportedly at- 
tending a Communist meeting, and sitting beside 
known Communists, but when I told some friends 
about this picture, they insisted that that did 
not mean that Martin Luther King was a Communist. 


I am not naive enough to even doubt that he was 
a Communist but I would surely like to have some 
proof of it. If you have any proof, would you 
please send it to me. 


- ■ 


remember wben be tried to get you fired.... I '• 

1^/was surely glad when you stood your ground. More 
‘''power to you. I think you have done a marvelous 
job for the country and I wish you could live 
forever and in your same job! 

Are the officials in Washington going to sit by 

and allow those marchers to make "shanty towns" ; 

out of ell the beautiful parks there? When I lived 

in Washington, one had to get a permit to even 

have a small picnic in some of the parks. W^y 

have things changed so much now? If whoever is 

responsible for allowing these camps to come 

about would take some action now, the riots 

might be averted. If it is allowed, I hope they 

get whet they deserve. CX’IIO fjfg, 

I will thank you so very much for any bulletins J - 

or anythii^ concerning your work. You sent me 

some.an’bt her time -and I appreciated it so much. ^ 

** 9 iggit 








Very einoerel, 
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July 10, 1967 




. o;sor. . — 
DeLoach^. 
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Mry t • f ^ _i — 

Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan . 
Mr. Conrcd 




Mr. Felt 

AVr. GaJe 

[ yr RoseK"!^ 

Mr. Tavel / 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gcndy 


^: r . TQLSON: 

Go'? ^ 

With the Director* s approval, I saw Marvin 
Watson at the White House at 2:30 p. m, this afternoon. 

Watson stated that he personally had noted, after reading 
a memorandum from Bill Connell, Executive Assistant to ^ 

the Vice President, that the same names were turning up 
each time with regard to civil rights matters as well as anti-Vietnam 
activities. Watson asked if we had noted this. I replied in the affirma- 
tive and stated that the Director had sent numerous communications to. 


.ZUZ_ 




the White House reflecting this fact. 




Lu Aic 






I told Watson that self-styled civil rights leaders such 
michael and McKissick were now seeking to replenish their 
ers by turning from civil rights to anti- Vietnam activities. 


2^ King r 
empty lard 

I stated that all of these men had realized that there was more financial 
gain and more publicity in being in anti- Vietnam activities than in heading 
up civil rights drives. It was indicated that the general public is 
gradually beginning to realize that the civil rights activities of these 
men have been phoney since their start. Watson stated he agreed. 

Watson then indicated that the President had told him that 
the next time I was over there he wanted to see me. He then took me in 
to see the President. The President appeared to be deeply tanned, 
greatly relaxed, and had his feet up on the desk. The real basis for 
Watson requesting me to come over then became apparent. 


V 


r 




1^ 

The President stated that he had recently had* a cascti's'sion 
with Prime Minister Holt (Australia) whom he regarded mo^tirighly. 

The Prime Minister told the President that the way to handle the anti- 
Vietnam activities in this coimt^ was through positive demonstrations 
on the part of patriotic groups. The President stated he concurred with 
Holt and he felt that the American Legion, rather than placing flowers 
on black coffins when dead servicemen were returned, should in the 
future institute programs of meeting troop ships, having parades, giving 
presents to returning servicemen and generally stirring up great publicity 


ii'V' ■ i*-" ' c 

not recorded^ CONTINUED. . . . . OVER 
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Informal to Mr. Tolson 


in such matters. The President told me he had autographed a picture 
that afternoon to National Commander John Davis and he felt that I should 
get in touch with Davis concerning this matter. 

I told the President that Commander Davis was most 
indecisive, would be going out of office the latter part of August, 1967, 
and that very frankly the only reason he had sought the position of 
National Commander was because he could have a basis to seek a third 
term as Governor of North Dakota. I told the President that I thought 
it best to mention the desired program to John Qalbraith, the new incoming 
National Commander who is from Nebraska and who appears to be a very 
level-headed individual. 

The President next asked if the FBI knew anything regarding 
the activities of King, Carmichael and McKissick, as mentioned above. 

I told him the Director had constantly sent, communications over to him 
regarding these individuals and the FBI kept abreast of all their activities. 

The President asked who was behind these people. I told him that Stanley 
Levinson, prominent member of the National Committee of the Communist 
Party, and Bayard Rustin were behind King, and that although McKissick 
and Carmichael had left wing individuals supporting them, they obviously 
were self-styled civil rights leaders who were seeking only to get as much 
money out of a troubled situation as possible. I told the President of the 
sitjation at the University of Wisconsin where Carmichael arrogantly 
demanded $1, 800 prior to speaking and had raised hell simply because the 
students could only raise $1, 300. I briefed the President generally regarding 
King and McKissick. X 

The President inquired as to whether the information con- 
cerning Carmichael and his speech making activities had been given to the 
press. I told him it had not. He asked that we give it to Drew Pearson. 

I told him I doubted Pearson would print derogatory information concerning 
these characters. The President then stated that we should consider 
giving it to William White, the columnist, on an off-the-record basis. He 
stated that White was an old friend of his and would understand the circum- 
stances. I told the President I would bring this to the Director's attention. 

The President next asked if I knew former Congressman 
Charles O. Porter of Oregon. I told him that the FBI was well aware of 
Porter and his background. I stated that the Director had sent me up to 
see Porter on one occasion in connection with the DeGalindez case some 

CONTINUED OVER 
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Informal to Mr. To Ison 


years ago and that Porter had attempted to record our conversation. I 
stated I had told Porter at the time that he would have to cut off his 
recording machine or else I would leave his office. The President was 
advised that Porter had constantly issued false statements concerning the 
FBI and was slippery as an eel and not to be trusted. I stated that he was 
anti-Vietnam and had many associates who had very questionable back- 
grounds, The President stated that we should send Mrs. Stegall a memo- 
\randum on Porter, however, the memorandum should not reflect that he 
jhad specifically requested this information. 

The President asked if Bobby Kennedy saw Kosygin while 
he was in the United States. I told the President that at Watson’s request 
we had checked very carefully on this matter and there had been no indication 
that Kennedy had seen Kosygin. The President stated that apparently the 
Soviet Government had decided to turn down Kennedy’s invitation. 

The President turned once again to the subject of Carmichael 
^and McKissick. He obviously avoided bringing up King’s name again. He 
i asked if the FBI could have Chairman Ed Willis of the House Committee on 
I Un-American Activities hold hearings concerning Carmichael and McKissick. 
j I told him I thought it would be out of order for the FBI to make the request 
'of V^illis and besides, Willis appeared to be in very bad physical condition 
the present time. I stated also that the President might like to consider 
the fact that the House Committee on Un-American Activities has little 
reputation at the present time and that hearings on McKissick and Carmichael 
might react to their advantage rather than hurting them. 

The President then asked how such information could get out. 

I told him that handling such matters with newspapers was perhaps the best 
way, however, there obviously had been a reluctance on the part of some 
individuals to leak anything against King. . (I, of course, meant the 
Attorney General. ) The President made no comment but stated that he hoped 
the anti -Vietnam activities of all these people could be watched most 
carefully. 


The President asked about the Director and I told him the 
Director was fine and working as hard as ever. 


ACTION: 


(1) If the Director approves, I will call Bill White and give 
him the above Information conce^ng Stokely Carmichael. 

OVER 
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Informal to Mr. To Ison 
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(2) The Crime Records Division will prepare a summary 
memorandum addressed to Mrs. Stegall concerning former Congressman 
Charles O. Porter. ^ ' 




(3) If the Director has no objections, I will bring to the 
attention of John Galbraith (new incoming National Commander of The 
American Legion) the desire on the part of the President for the Legion to 
institute a program welcoming home returning sprvicemen irom Vietnam. 






V? (h 




RESPECreULLY, 

X ^ 

C. D. DE LOACH 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC. CINCINNATI (157-245) (P) 
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PROPOSED ACTIVITY BY NATIONAL KNIGHTS 
OF THE KU KLUX KLAN UPON MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
VISIT TO ANTIOCH COLLEGE, YELLOW SPRINGS, OHIO 
JUNE 18-19, 1965 
RM 

Re Cincinnati tel to Director, 6/2/65, captioned 
"NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KUNj RM". 

Enclosed for Bureau are 6 copies of LHM, 3 copies 
ox Lilli for Atlanta and 2 copies each of LHM to JACKSON, 
KroHville, Memphis, Non Orleans and Savannah Offices. One 
copy of this LHM is beinR designated locally to I09th 
INTO Group, Cincinnati, OSI, VPAFB, ONI, Columbus, and 2 
copimn to U. S. Secret service, Cincinnati, Ohio# 
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Source utilized in LHM isf 

_^^who furnished thi^information to',^ 

The Bureau Is aware ot 10 > ^ 

activities and has Instructed Cincinnati Dlvisio^r^accept 
but not solicit information from her. 

Yellow Springs, Ohio, 

end ^mHm[HI|^Sheriff , Greene County, Ohio, were furnished 
information contained in this LHM. 



This matter is being closely followed by Cincinnati 
Division and all information developed will be immediately fur- 
nished to Bureau, other offices and interested agencies. 


LEADS; 


All offices receiving copies of this communication 
will contact logical informants and sources and furnish Cincinnati 
Division pertinent information pertaining to Klan members travel- 
ing to Ohio for captioned matter. 
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In Brply, Please Rejer to 
File .Vo. 


UNi STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Cincinnati* Ohio 
June 3, 1965 


RE: PROPOSED ACTIVITY BY NATIONAL KNIGHTS 

OF THE KU KLUX KLAN UPON MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR*S VISIT TO ANTIOCH COLLEGE, YELLOW SPRINGS, 
OHIO, JUNE 18-19, 1965 



_ who has not furnished 
sufficient information in the past to establish extent of 
reliability, advised as follows: 


William Hugl}' Morris , Emperor. National Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan (NKXKK) , plans to burn a forty foot cross^near 
Yellow Springs, Ohia,-^ (location unknown to date) on Friday 
evening, June 18, 1965. Morris is traveling to Tennessee , 

G eorg in , Mississippi and Lou i s iana_some time this week to"*' ^ 

recruit persons to travel to Ohio for this activity. 


On morning of June 19, 1965, Klan members will carry 
"charred crosses’* and station theioselves at entrances around 
Antioch College and Yellow Springs, Ohio, vicinity. This 
activity is to pretest ’’left wing” activities at Antioch 
College and fact Martin Luther King, Jr. is speaking at Antioch 
College connencement exercise June 19, 1965. 


Morris indicated that the purpose of this activity 
i.s ror free national publicity which he believes will enhance 
the Klan cause. 


Characterizations of the NKKKK are attached hereto. 
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APPENDIX 

NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KIAN , INC, (NKKKK) 

A source advised that on May 22, 1960, the 
National Grand Council of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
met at Atlanta, Georgia, to discuss consolidation of the 
Klan's unity of effort and activities to establish a 
National Fund, and a National Secretary, and to design a 
new flag. The meeting was attended by representatives of 
the Federation of Ku Klux Klan, Alabama; Association of 
Arkansas Klans, Arkansas; Florida Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan, Florida; Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Florida; 
Association of Georgia Klans, Georgia; Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, North Carolina; Association of South Carolina 
Klans, South Carolina; Dixie Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
Tennessee; and Hyksos Klan, Texas. 

This source advised that at a consolidation 
meeting at Atlanta, Georgia, September 2-5,1960, at which 
the North Carolina and Texas Klans were not represented, 
it was resolved and passed that their name be changed to 
National Ku Klux Klan. 

A second source advised in March, 1964, that 
several meetings of Klan groups were held during the period 
1960 to 1963 in an effort to unite the Klan groups under 
a single leadership. 

The organization was granted a charter in 
Delta lb County, Georgia, November 1, 1963, under the name 
N-^tional Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., as a "patriotic, 
secret, social, and benevolent order." 

A third source advised in December, 1963, that 
the organization had issued a statement of its program which 
indicated the organization to be anti-Negro* anti- Jewish, 
:;nti-Catholic, and anti* foreign born. 

The third source advised in August, 1964, that the 
organization has a headquarters in Tucker, Georgia, and 
the day-to-day operations are under the direction of James R. 
Venable, Chairman. 
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APPENDIX 


national I<a':iCKIS CF TIIE KU KLU>: KLAN 
OF CAACA INC. (NKKKK) 

On October 8, 1964, Kiren Crabtree, Clerk, Secretary 
of State’s Office, Coiurnbus, State of Ohio, advised public 
records from this office indicate a charter wis granted the 
of Ohio on October 3. 1954, by the State of Ohio. The 
charter was fi?*ed under Certificate Number 10194, and the 
Corporation Nua.be - iv 


The parpese ol the corporation is to operate as a 
realir. organizj tion vjithin the State of Ohio and in accordance 
with the Cons 1 1 tu «: ion and laws of the Nation^il Knights of the 
Ku Aiux Klan, Inc , Atlanta, Georgia. Second, to promote 
patriotism tov;rd the civil government, honorable peace among 
men and nations, love among ourselves, liberty, justice and 
patriotic association for the mutual benefit of all mankind. 


The incorporation papers were signed by Flynn R. 
Harvey, Grand Drapon. Flynn R. Harvey, 418 Josephine Drive, 


Grove City, Ohio; and Bobby J. Stephens, 2973 Reaver Avenue, 
Grove City, Ohio, are the corporation trustees. 



On October 23, 1964, Frederick W. Lenty, Corporation 
Counsel, State House, Secretary of Statens Office, State of 
Ohio, advised that the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
of Ohio, Inc, hr cl.arter granted October 5, 1964, was revoked 
October 22, 1964, for the official reason that the National 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan Organization was on the U. S. 
Attorney General *s subversive list. Mr. Lenty said the 
actual purpose for revocation of the charter was not because 
the lA: clonal Knights of the Ku Klux Klan is on the U. S. 
Attorney General’s subversive list, but because it was felt 
the existence of a state granted charter would encourage the 
Kl^n make the claim it was "state sanctioned" and therefore 
entire'.^y legitimate. 


In actuality the Ku Klux Klan and not the Nati onal 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan has been” des igna t e d by the U . S. ^ 
Attorney General pursuant to Exec^utii^ ISr'dteV''' '16450^.0 YO'.J "V 

A^jO IT NO'^ ITS C 

TO O S!S-SiA:j;AA‘^ C’ST-:; :S A 


’CV '■•9 SO\v--S. 
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0^ DALLAS COLC^TY* ALABAMA, VOTING 

DiW^ORIMINATION. CR - EL. 

RE MOBILE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU# FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN# 
LAST# AT ELE VEtN FIFTY SEVEN P.M.# CST. 

REV. MAR TIN LUTHEy KING gT^ER LAST NIGHT/S MEETING AT BROWNS 
CHAPEL AME CHURCH# AT WHICH TIME KING TOLD HIM THE PLAN 
PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED TO MARCH ON THE OFFICE OF COV. GEORGE 

‘ AGE IN MG.aTGOMERY# ALABAMA# ON FEBRUARY TWENTY V..G# NEXT# 

r.A S BEEN CANCELED# AS KING INDICATED MOKE TIME WAS NEEDED TO 
DEVELOP THE DETAILS OF THIS DEMONSTRATION . K. ,o INDICATED ' 
TENTATIVELY PLANS TO RETURN TO 4eLMA. /ALA. # >0N 



f ^S8 


^N TO ^ELMA> 

OH Tj-A* r d: -A mXrninq 

SS MEETING 
:n {he NIGHT 

4- ^ LI -h— 

NOT RECORDED 

183 Ka 19 1965 


the night of FEBRUARY TWENTY ONE# NEXT# OR TH>: E.^ 
C> EE3EUARY TWENTY TWO# NEXT. KING STATED TK 
iw -?EEiNI7ELY PLANNED FOR LOWNDES COUNTY# AL 
E -AGE ONE ^ D 
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■I TWO ^ ^ ^ 

'£3RUAr.y Ti;iN7 Y THIRDS NEXT; HOWEVER^ PLAa’O EOR THE 

: AREA ARE U;NJDER CO.'n) SI DERATION* AND DEFINITE NOT 

^STAVED REV. RALPH A3E.‘<NATHY INDICATED 
r.-;AT LOCAL NEGRO ORGANIZATIONS IN SELMA WILL SOON MAKE DEMANDS 


Cis CITY and county OFFICIALS TO HAVE NEGRO DEPUTIES AND NEGRO 
.-OLICE OFFICERS HIRED IN SELMA* AND THAT REFUSAL TO DO THIS 
;-:OU-D BE MET BY CONTINUED DEMONSTRATIONS AND ECONOMIC WITH- 
DR.A’jAL* which ABERNATHY EXPLAINED WOULD MEAN LIMITED PURCHASING 
LY NEGROES FROM WH J TE PERSONS WHO WOULD OPPOSE THE MEASURES. 

DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRARS MADE THE APPEARANCE 
BOOK AVAILABLE AS OF NINE THIRTY A.M.* CST* TODAY* AT WHICH 
TINE THERE WERE TWELVE WHITES AND TWENTY FIVE NEGROES IN LINE. 
NUMBER ONE FOUR ONE TWO WAS THE FIRST NUMBER I SSUED. 

CONTEMPT OF COURT HEARING FOR CORDY TINDELL VIVIAN IS 
STILL SCHEDULED FOR TWO THIRTY P.M. IN DALLAS COUNTY CIRCUIT 
COURT. BRIAN LANDSBERG AND GEORGE RAYBORiN* DEPARTMENTAL 
ATTORNEYS ON THE SCENE AT SELMA BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM ADVI SED AIRMAIL. END PAGE TWO 


ilO 44-557 
PAGE THREE 

b-?(9 

OFFICE OF r.ERK OF U*S. DISTRICT COURT# 
IKD3ILE# ALA.> ADVISED THAT U-S. DISTRICT JUDGE ISSUED AN ORDER 

Vr;.s a:^ assuming jurisdiction of the charges against c. t. 

VIVIAN AND HAS ORDERED HIM DELIVERED TO U. S* MARSHAL AND 
DIRECTED U.S. MARSHAL TO RELEASE VIVIAN ON SURETY BOND OF 
. REE HUNDRED DOLLARS ON THE CHARGE OF CONTEMPT OF COURT AND 
TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS BOND ON CHARGE OF CRIMINAL PROVOCATION. 

END 

WA SML 
FBI WASH DC 
TU CLR 
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all lilFORMATlON CONTAINED 



M response to the Inquiries ol your letter dL 
May 3rd, I hare nerer niade aqy statements to the effect that 
Martin Luther King was a communist* Inforination of ttita 
nature^ whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters 
of a confidential nature* 

In Tiew of your i^ncem about the mensme of 
communism I am enelosi^ some material which I h^ will 
be of help to you* Perhiq>s you will also want to read my 
books, *nifasters of Deceit, ^ and Stu^y of Communism* ** 

These were written to help readers gain an insist into fbe true 
nature of communist activities, both in this country and abroad* 
Copies may be available in your local library* 

Sincerely yours, 

L Edgar Hoovatf • -- ^ 
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Enclosures (8) 

Director's Statement on Communism 3-27-67 

Director's Statement on Communist Influence in racial matters 2-16-67* 

NOTE; Correspondent is not identifiable 'In Bufiles. ‘ t I J 
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TRUE COPY 



Granite Falls 
Minn. 56241 
May 3, 1968 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
FBI 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 


ALLli^rORivlslioi'lCONTWNLD 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


I would be most grateful if you would me some 
information concerning the late Dr. Martin Luther King. 


I. Is it true that you called Dr. King a communist, and, if 

fj so, where can I get the authenticated pro of ? 

Feeling that communism is a very real threat to our 
great United States, I am most eager to have this information. 


I’d be most appreciative for whatever information you 
would be able to provide. 

Thank you. 
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